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Reno National
Postponed, Saint
Louis Changed
The 2020 National Police Collectors Show in Reno has
been postponed to next June as a result of COVID-19
restrictions in Nevada. The 2021 National Police Collectors
Show in Saint Louis has been rescheduled to October
to avoid a conﬂict with the 2020 show. There will be two
National Shows in 2021, creating an unprecedented
opportunity for the hobby.

Although he no longer actively collects, Don Magruder remains interested in
the hobby. He now lives in Iowa but was willing to volunteer as a National Show
host in 2021. Magruder (seated) is seen accepting a display award at one of the
Detroit Area shows several years ago. Contributed photograph

By Mike R. Bondarenko, Editor
SPECIAL – An updated emergency order by Nevada Governor Bill Sisolak to
continue a statewide public gatherings ban of more than 50 people forced the August 11
postponement of the 2020 National Police Collectors Show. The hobby’s annual convention
was scheduled for October 3, 4 and 5 in Reno.
The hosts have moved the show to next June 11, 12 and 13. It will be held at the Nugget
Casino Resort and will follow the schedule announced for the October event.
The announcement by Dennis Daniels, Ryan Bertalotto and Damir Krdzalic resulted in
the rescheduling of the 2021 National Police Collectors Show in Saint Louis, Mo. about two
weeks later. Hosts Frank Selvaggio, Bob Shockey and Don Magruder postponed their show
from the previously announced dates in July to October 22, 23 and 24.
The schedule changes mean there will be no National Show this year but two shows
next year, one in June and the other in October, which is unprecedented. (Only one
National Show has ever been canceled, Houston 2005.)
Governor Sisolak’s decision to continue to restrict the number of people who can legally
attend a public gathering came in the aftermath of an increase in positive COVID-19 cases
in Nevada over the summer. It surprised the Reno hosts as they were making ﬁnal plans for
their show, which was a sellout.
“We knew something could always happen at the last minute, so that was always in the
backs of our minds, but when it actually happened, it was still came as a surprise. We were
less than two months away,” Daniels said.
“It left us with three options, go ahead with the show and limit attendance to 50 people at
a time, cancel the show or postpone it. We decided to postpone and were able to get good
dates next June,” he said.
Governor Sisolak reversed an earlier protocol to consider virus cases county-by-county
rather than statewide. Approximately 85 to 90 percent of the state’s cases have been in Las
Vegas and Clark County more than 400 miles from Reno. The outbreak in Washoe County
where the show site is located has been minimal.
“We hope the separation in dates from the rescheduled 2020 Reno show and our show
will allow collectors to attend both shows and not have to choose between one or the other.
We want these shows to survive, and we are doing our best to make it happen. Please
consider attending both Nationals next year,” Selvaggio said.
In addition, two more local shows have been canceled as a result of COVID-19

(Left to right) Dennis Daniels, Margaret Daniels and Ryan Bertalotto will help
co-host the 2020 National Police Collectors Show in Reno, Nev. next June.
(Co-host Damir Krdzalic is not shown.) Their October 2020 show has been
postponed until then. Marty Cassidy photograph

concerns, while another was postponed for the second time.
The 2020 Indiana Law Enforcement Memorabilia Collectors Show in Bloomington was
canceled by host Kyle Landgrebe on September 1. It had been scheduled for September
19.
The annual collectors show in Allentown, N.J. hosted by Dom Botteri was scrubbed on
July 25. It was scheduled for November 22.
And, Andy Ferraro once again postponed his Mid-Atlantic show from August 22 to
November 14. The swap meet was originally scheduled for April 4.
“After talking with several local oﬃcials and other concerned collectors, it is with a heavy
heart that the decision has been made to cancel the 2020 Indiana show,” Landgrebe said.
City of Bloomington oﬃcials announced in late August that public gatherings would
be limited to 15 people. Landgrebe considered moving to a venue outside the city in
surrounding Monroe County but decided against it. “I am much more concerned with the
health and safety of everyone,” he said.
“For everyone’s safety, I am canceling the Allentown show for this year. I know it’s the
right thing to do,” Botteri said. It would have been his 30th annual swap meet. It is always
held the Sunday before Thanksgiving.
“Things are getting better in Maryland, but I thought it was best to wait until later in
the year. November 14 is a good date. It’s a good time for a show. Hey, guys can buy
Christmas presents for themselves!” Ferraro said.

Reno postponement explained Daniels, Bertalotto and Krdzalic issued a
statement on their decision to postpone their show until 2021.
“With the latest data from the state of Nevada, meeting with the Nugget Casino Resort
and hearing the concerns of tableholders, we are forced to postpone the 2020 National
Show to Saturday, June 12 and Sunday, June 13, 2021 in lieu of the original October dates.
Friday, June 11 will be setup day.
“The weather in Reno in June is comparable to October.
“We also have comparable hotel room rates in June, which will be $44 a night for
weeknights and $85 a night for Friday and Saturday nights.
“The Nugget has been able to roll all the reserved rooms over to the new dates.
Therefore, for example, if you were originally arriving on Wednesday and leaving on
Sunday for the October show, the hotel will automatically move your reservation to
Wednesday to Sunday for the June show. The Nugget is able to modify your dates further,
if needed.

Frank Selvaggio (left) and Robert (Badge Bob) Shockey (right) are two of
three co-hosts for the 2021 National Police Collectors Show. Selvaggio is chief
in Brynes Mill, while Shockey is chief in Arnold. The veteran collectors have
extensive experience as show hosts. Contributed photographs
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2020 Show Cancellations ...Continued
“While the events that have taken placed in 2020 have been out of our control and
were never foreseen, we acknowledge that some tableholders may not be able to attend in
June. Therefore, we are modifying our cancellation policy as outlined in the show rules. As
hosts we will provide a 100 percent refund to tableholders who cancel by 12:01 am (PST)
on December 1, 2020. Afterward, cancellations shall be treated just like past Nationals in
which tableholders are responsible for ﬁlling vacancies.
“We know many were very eager to come in October, and we are still eager to host the
National Police Collectors Show in Reno. As hosts, we believe we can accommodate the
health and safety of our attendees much better with the new dates in June, 2021.
“Our goal is to provide a great National for all our friends and cohorts, and we are set
to carry out our promise to our tableholders and show-goers alike. We appreciate all those
who have reached out to us, provided feedback and your ongoing support. All of us hosts
look forward to seeing everyone in Reno in 2021.”
Later, Daniels released a second statement.
“We didn’t anticipate a COVID-19 crisis when we proposed hosting the 2020 National
Show at the July 2018 National Show in Massachusetts. As we watched the pandemic
of 2020 develop, we were hopeful conditions would improve by fall. As local shows in
the Midwest and on the East Coast were postponed, in June were knew we needed a
contingency plan if we needed to postpone as well.
“By the end of July, we had received phone calls and email from tableholders expressing
concern about the virus, the health and safety risks of traveling to Reno, quarantine
restrictions upon returning home, United States border closure and concern the state of
Nevada would not allow the show. Some tableholders considered canceling out of concern
for the virus, and others urged us to postpone.
“We remained hopeful. However, on August 1, the state changed its virus mitigation
policy. Each of Nevada’s 17 counties would not be evaluated independently. Conditions in
Washoe County (Reno and Sparks) clearly indicated the 2020 National could not be held
as originally scheduled. With the government restrictions in place, were were forced to
postpone the show until June 2021.
“Why did we postpone?
“The state has not eased restrictions in Washoe County. A maximum of 50 people are
allowed to gather regardless of room size. This would not accommodate our tableholders,
let alone assistants and walk-ins. By executive order of the Governor, it is being enforced
by state law. As restrictions would not be lifted by October, our only option was to ﬁnd
alternative dates and postpone the show.
“Why not cancel instead?
“The Reno show was approved in July 2018 and contracts were signed in 2019 with the
hotel and the company providing tables and chairs. Although the COVID-19 crisis and the
government response were foreseen, the pandemic does not release us from contractual
obligations as originally agreed. We cannot aﬀord to cancel the event and sustain a huge
ﬁnancial loss. Instead, we followed the example of local and regional shows who chose to
postpone to a later date.
“How many times are you going to postpone the show?
“Following the example of other shows, once. If the virus is not under control by May
2021, and we are prohibited from hosting the Reno show, we will cancel
“What about diﬀerent dates? Why this week in June?
“The Nugget was previously booked during October. We worked around other planned
events in Reno and tried to ﬁnd a date that oﬀered aﬀordable hotel rates. Our new rate is
$44 a night for week nights and a new lower $85 rate for Friday and Saturday nights. We
also considered the dates of other shows to avoid a conﬂict. With the postponement to the
summer, the weather can be excellent. Travel won’t be an issue. Other signature events in
Reno and Sparks will not overlap.
“What if I can’t attend in June?
“The pandemic of 2020 has been beyond our control. After two years of planning,
we understand some tableholders may not be able to attend in June. Therefore, we are
amending our cancellation policy with a 100 percent refund to those who cancel by 12:01
am (PST) on December 1, 2020. Afterward, cancellations shall be treated as past National
Show with tableholders responsible for ﬁlling cancellations.
“So what about the hotel? What can I do in regard to booking and canceling?
“The Nugget has rolled the reserved rooms over to the new dates. For example, if
you were originally arriving on Wednesday and leaving on Sunday, the reservation will
automatically be moved to the same dates in June. The Nugget cancellation policy is 24
hours before arrival. If you cancel 24 hours ahead, there will be no penalty and your deposit
will be returned.”

National Police Collectors Show, particularly with the plans for the show to be held in Saint
Charles, a Saint Louis suburb. I want to provide you with the facts of our involvement and
how we arrived at our most recent decision by changing our planned dates to later in the
same year.
“I was contacted late last year by several well-known collectors and asked if Don
Magruder, Bob Shockey, and I would be able to host the 2021 show since no one else had
bid for it during the 2019 show in Dallas.
“The three of us had previously held the 2010, 2012 and 2015 National Shows at the
Saint Charles Convention Center, and I had co-hosted the 1997 National Show with Tom
Breen and Charlie Greer at the Gateway Center here in the Saint Louis area.
“I began looking into that possibility but immediately ran into several roadblocks with the
Convention Center. They did not want to commit to a contract more than a full year out as
a vote for our bid could not be held until the Reno show in October. Not having the vote,
we were not comfortable signing contracts for the convention center and hotel, committing
ourselves to a possible huge ﬁnancial loss. Also, the convention center would not put a
hold on any dates without a contract more than a year out as they might be able to attract a
much larger customer and make more money. At that point I dropped the thought of hosting
the 2021 National here in the Saint Louis area, at least for the time being,
“In the meantime, my longtime friend, Willie Herald, had been prospecting possibly
hosting a National for 2021 or 2022 in South Carolina. He had never gotten to the point
of actually signing contracts for either of those years at the venue he had selected in
Columbia. If you have not hosted a National, you must try to understand the huge ﬁnancial
risk and time commitments that go into putting one of these shows together. Putting on a
local show is diﬃcult enough but putting on a National can be daunting. There is nothing
easy about it. Ask any previous National host.
“I was again contacted by several well-known collectors asking if there was any chance
of revisiting the idea of hosting the 2021 National here as there had yet to be a solid bid. Or
any bid at all for that matter.
“I reached out to Don and Bob to discuss that possibility. Don agreed to accept the
entire ﬁnancial burden for both the convention center and host hotel if we decided to sign
contracts for the 2021 show. Before making that decision, we called Willie and reached a
gentleman’s agreement saying that we would put a bid together for the 2021 National, and
he would take steps to put the bid together for the 2022 National.
“Magruder then called the Convention Center and the Embassy Suites hotel to see
if they would accept a contract more than a year out. Because of the losses they were
suﬀering from the COVID-19 virus, they were both now more than eager to work with us.
“But, there was still a problem. We did not have the required vote giving us the green
light to host the 2021 National Police Collectors Show. Mike R. Bondarenko printed an
article in Police Collectors News making collectors aware of our proposal which did not
garner any adverse reactions from his readers. No other bids were made public and people
were already contacting us to make table reservations. We ﬂat out knew that we did not
have a solid vote to host the 2021 show, but no one else had stepped up to the plate or
made any indications that they wanted to host that show in a diﬀerent venue.
“We needed to move quickly as the convention center and hotel wanted contracts
signed as soon as possible to reserve our selected dates in July 2021. Conventions that
had to cancel in 2020 due to the virus were booking the convention center for 2021 and
dates were ﬁlling up fast. Don decided in order to guarantee our dates for the show, he
would sign the contracts, fully knowing that he was taking a very large ﬁnancial risk to the
tune of around $40,000.
“As the ball began rolling, a Web site was created and paid for, as were a few other
items. Plans were moving in a positive direction. The table diagram was ﬁnalized, and jobs
were assigned for each of us. Other collectors were volunteering to assist us with the show.
Collectors were sending money in for table reservations to help us cover initial expenses.
Things were looking good for the hobby to have a National show in 2021.
“But the COVID-19 virus refused to release its grip on the country, and the 2020 National
Police Collectors Show, scheduled for this October in Reno, had to be canceled. That show
was immediately rescheduled for June 2021, a little less than two months from the dates

Saint Louis announcement Co-host Selvaggio made an announcement on the
2021 National Show, which will be held at the Saint Charles Convention Center in October.
The host hotel is the adjacent Embassy Suites. Tables will be $90 each.
“There has been quite a bit of speculation going on recently about the bid for the 2021

Saint Louis shows always brings out a lot of Illinois collectors, including
veterans P.J. Belos (left) and Dave Nagel (right). Next year will mark the ﬁfth time
the area will host the National Show and the fourth time Frank Selvaggio, Bob
Shockey and Don Magruder will host it. Mike R. Bondarenko photograph

Collectors who attend National Police Collectors Shows have the opportunity
to see the leading law enforcement insignia collections in the nation. Saint Louis
is no exception. These photos show Frank Selvaggio’s Missouri State Highway
Patrol displays. Mike R. Bondarenko photographs

we had scheduled the 2021 National in the Saint Louis area. This put two Nationals in
direct competition with each other. Reno rescheduled their show well after the article had
been published telling collectors what the Saint Louis show dates were.
“So now what do we do? Hosting two National shows in less than a two-month period
could polarize the hobby, dividing it geographically. This would aﬀect table sales for both
shows, as well as the walk-through traﬃc, which is equally important for the ﬁnancial well
being of a show. Many collectors tend to count on these shows to visit with friends that
they only get to see once a year. Having two shows so close could be diﬃcult on those
friendships. Other collectors who bring large displays to the National shows would be
reluctant to set up at two back to back shows.
“I could go on for a few pages with the negative impact that doing two National shows so
close together could have on this hobby.
“And last, but certainly not least, would be the ﬁnancial loss suﬀered by Don, who was
trying to do the hobby a favor by taking a risk with his personal money.
“Don, Bob, and I care deeply about this hobby, and we have each made many lifelong
friendships by attending these shows. We wanted to do the right thing. We took some time
to think about our options and to come up with a solution that would work for everyone in a
positive way.
“Don contacted the convention center and host hotel and was told that by merely
canceling the contracts, he would be held responsible for a large ﬁnancial loss. Although
this was Don’s money, Bob and I were not going to stand by while our friend took a large
ﬁnancial hit for trying to do a good thing for this hobby.
“The decision was made to see if we could change the dates of our show to the fall
of 2021 in order to create a separation between the 2020 National in Reno and the 2021
National to be held here in the Saint Louis area. The convention center actually had a
weekend open in October and allowed us to change dates without penalty. The host hotel
agreed to the same arrangement.
“This change will allow collectors to attend both Nationals without having to choose
between one or the other. We think it is the best case scenario given the damage done to
these shows by the COVID-19 virus.
“The dates for the 2021 National Police Collectors Show are going to be October 22,
23 and 24. We certainly hope to see you all at the show and encourage you to attend both
Nationals that are being held next year. Don, Bob, and I sincerely hope both shows are a
huge success, and we will work to that end.”
Magruder agreed with Selvaggio. He said both the Reno and Saint Louis hosts were
“between a rock and a hard place; all in all, a bad situation.” He said both groups faced
very diﬃcult decisions.
“We want to make sure everyone is happy. We’re looking forward to hosting it. We’ve
never had two National Shows in a year before, so it’ll be something new.,” he continued.
Magruder said Reno will probably draw more collectors from the West and Saint Louis
more collectors from the Midwest and East, but predicted there will be many National Show
regulars who will attend both events.
“We love the hobby and will do everything we can make it work in these trying times,”
Magruder said.

A unique opportunity Adversity represents opportunity. The hobby will have two
National Shows next year, giving collectors a chance to make up for the cancellations
of most shows this year. The revised schedule also gives the country an opportunity to
continue to further recover from the pandemic, making the shows safer for everyone.
June 11, 12 and 13 in Reno and October 22, 23 and 24 in Saint Louis represent a best
case scenario created from a worst case scenario. The venues and dates are far enough
apart to give everyone a choice to attend both or choose one over the other.
Having attended prior Nationals in Reno and Saint Louis, I can attest the two shows will
have entirely diﬀerent feels and personalities. I guarantee they will not be copies of each
other, which is why many of us will undoubtedly attend both shows.
Reno will be more West Coast with lots of collectors, badges, patches and displays
from California, the Southwest and the Paciﬁc Northwest. It will be at a casino resort with
multiple in-house restaurants and bars. It’s almost certain there will be live entertainment by
next June.
Saint Louis will attract lots of collectors and insignia from the Midwest and East Coast.
The South will be well represented, too. And, several East Coast collectors attend every
National. It’s a more traditional venue in a large convention center with a hotel that oﬀers
only a single restaurant and small bar. No live entertainment. But, its close to many kinds of
other food and beverages, and their shuttle will transport anyone who wants to try their luck
to the nearby Ameri-Star Casino.
Best of all, the National, which has been in peril a couple times over the years, will
continue into its fourth decade with strong teams of hosts who have shown seemingly
limitless dedication to the hobby and committed themselves to the hard work required to
host the annual convention.
Hopefully, potential 2022 hosts will begin searching for cities and venues now and begin
to prepare bids for presentation next year.
And, it’s absolutely not too early to think about 2023. A 2023 bid or two next year would
be a big plus for the hobby.
Willie Herald has talked about a 2022 National in Columbia, S.C. He told me about the
downtown convention center and an adjacent hotel that sound awesome. It would be great
for the show to be back East, especially since it has never visited South Carolina. Herald
would do a good job, and I’m sure he would get a lot of help.
Perhaps there are others who are interested as well. Host after host has stressed the
importance of scheduling shows as far in advance as possible to secure the best dates,
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venues and prices. Now is the time to put together a serious bid for 2022.
If a dark cloud hangs over the future of the National Show, it’s the ﬁnancial commitment
required. The cost of renting venues big enough to accommodate the show and hotels
large enough to handle attendees has risen signiﬁcantly, especially in recent years.
It’s no secret the Reno and Saint Louis hosts personally committed to considerable
sums of money under the contracts they signed with their venues and hotels. Magruder
personally undertook a $40,000 obligation when he signed the Saint Louis documents.
Will there continue to be collectors willing to make the ﬁnancial commitments required
for future shows? Only time will tell. I certainly hope so.
There is a special place in hobby history for all those who have hosted the National
Show, many of them more than once. They richly deserve our thanks and gratitude.
MIKE R. BONDARENKO (2392 USH 12, Baldwin WI 54002) pcnews@baldwin-telecom.
net.

Swap
Meet
Calendar
© 2020 Police Insignia Collectors Association
SPECIAL – These are the latest police insignia show and swap meet announcements.
Collectors interested in attending these events should contact the sponsors at the
addresses or telephone numbers listed for additional information, such as driving directions,
table availability, hotel or motel accommodations, handicapped accessibility, parking or
possible last-minute changes and/or cancellations.
Show sponsors provide “Swap Meet Calendar” listings. We are not responsible for
changes after we go to press, nor are we liable for errors or omissions.
These announcements are published at no cost to show sponsors. However, hosts are
requested to cooperate in our eﬀort to obtain a follow-up story as soon as possible after
each show.
Because many collectors now use global positioning systems (GPS) to locate shows,
street addresses should be included in these announcements.

Columbia, S.C.
The Third Annual South Carolina First Responder Patch Show will be Sun., Oct. 11 from
10 am to 4 pm at the South Carolina Law Enforcement Oﬃcers Hall of Fame, 5400 Broad
River Rd., Columbia, S.C. Fred Dale will host it.
All state-ordered health precautions will be complied with and masks and social
distancing will be required.
Table space is limited.
For table reservations and additional information, contact Dale at fdale_1978@yahoo.
com.

Clinton, Tenn.
The Sixth Annual Smoky Mountain Public Safety Collectors Show will be Sat., Oct. 17
from 8 am to 4 pm at the Second Baptist Church, 777 Public Safety Ln., Clinton Tenn.
Jason Pollock, Ray Green and Rob Jackson will host it.
No show admission price is listed on the show announcement.
Tables are available for $15 each which includes two people. Set up will be Fri., Oct. 16
from 5 to 7 pm or 7 am to 8 am on Sat., Oct.17. Tables can be paid for by check or Pay Pal.
Tables are not guaranteed until payment is made.
For table reservations or show information, contact:
Pollock at mcso941@yahoo.com or (865) 441-8786 (call or text)
Green on (865) 454-5922 (call or text)
Jackson at robpatches@aol.com or (727) 455-1213 (call or text).

Saint Louis, Mo.
The 35th Annual “Gateway” Police Collectors Show will be Sat., Nov. 7 from 8 am to 3
pm at the Holiday Inn Route 66, 10709 Watson Rd., Sunset Hills (Saint Louis), Mo. Cohosts are Frank Selvaggio, Bob Shockey and Roger McLean. Please note: This is a new
location for the show.
Admission is $5.
All 70 tables have already been booked. The show is a sellout. Setup will begin at 6:30
am.
This is a private show only open to active and retired law enforcement oﬃcers,
ﬁreﬁghters, military and bonaﬁde collectors, their families and friends.
Hotel rooms are available for $104 per night, which includes breakfast for two each
morning. Make reservations directly with the hotel on (800) 465-4329. Please ask for the
“Gateway” Police Collectors block of rooms. The rate expires on Oct. 16.
For additional information, please contact Selvaggio on (314) 614-9444.

Riverdale, Md.

Saint Louis has hosted the National and outstanding local shows. Each show
attracts collectors from across the country, such as Dave Peeler, an avid Florida
Highway Patrol collector. He is shown with his impressive FHP display at the last
Saint Louis National in 2015. Mike R. Bondarenko photograph

The next Mid-Atlantic Police Collectors Extravaganza will be Sat., Nov. 14 from 10 am to
3 pm at the Elks Lodge, 6700 Kenilworth Ave., Riverdale Md. Andy Ferraro will host it. This
show has been rescheduled from August 22.
Admission is $5.
Approximately 100 tables are available for $23 each. The hall will open for exhibitor
setup only from 8 am to 10 am.
Collectors without tables who wish to enter the hall before 10 am must pay a $10 early
bird fee.
There will be a trophy for the best display.
Send table reservations to Andy Ferraro, P.O. Box 1, Brentwood MO 20722.
For additional information, contact the host on (240) 723-0507 or (301) 927-2327.

Roseville, Calif.
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Swap Meet Calendar ...Continued

to better tell the story of policing in Manitoba.
She contacted the families of former Winnipeg police oﬃcers and obtained a variety of
artifacts and memorabilia from the past 150 years.
“All these stories were told by veteran police oﬃcers who are volunteers now,” she said.
The museum is located at police headquarters

The 26th Annual Doug Messer “49’er” Public Safety and Military Collectors Show will be
Sat., Feb. 27, 2021 from 9 am to 2 pm at the Roseville Veterans Memorial Hall, 110 Park
Dr., Roseville, Calif. The show is named in memory of Doug Messer, one of the original
hosts, who passed away in October 2009. The hosts are Mike Lynch, Brian Smith and Phil
Jordan.
There is free admission.
There are 47 eight foot-by-30 inch display tables available for $30 each. Display only
tables are $15 each. Please reserve early to insure requested table placement. The hall will
open at 8 am for exhibitors only.
This show is a fundraiser for the Ranger Foundation, the California Law Enforcement
Historical Society and the Concerns of Police Survivors. It is sponsored by International
Police Association Region 29 and Roseville American Legion Alyn W. Butler Post 169.
The legion post Boy Scout troop will serve food and beverages.
Awards will be presented for the top four displays.
The Fairﬁeld Inn, 1910 Taylor Rd., Roseville, is the host hotel. To reach the Inn, take the
Eureka Road Exit (No. 105-A) oﬀ Interstate 80. The hosts will have a pre-show get-together
from 5 pm to 6:30 pm at the Fairﬁeld Inn ﬁrst ﬂoor conference room on Friday evening.
Questions should be directed to Mike Lynch, PO Box 3212, Bowman CA 95604-3212,
(930) 305-1166, lynch3212@gmail.com. (Checks for table reservations should be made
payable to Mike Lynch.)

Fall River, Mass.
The 2021 “Bay State” Police Collector Shows will be Sun., May 2 and Sun., Oct. 3
beginning at 9 am at the Fall River Police Police Athletic League building, 31 Franklin St.,
Fall River, Mass. Barb Haven and Gary Smith are the hosts.
Admission is $7.
Tables are $17 for the ﬁrst and $10 for each additional table. The fee includes one
admission,.The hall will open at 8:45 am for table setup. There is a limited number of
tables. Early reservations are recommended to avoid disappointment.
Tables not occupied by 10 am will be resold with no refunds.
Law enforcement oﬃcers and known collectors only, please. Credentials may be
checked at the door. Management reserves the right to refuse admission to anyone.
Some refreshments will be available.
For questions or to make reservations, email the hosts on baystatepolice@gmail.com.

National Police Collectors Show
The postponed 2020 National Police Collectors Show will be Fri., June 11, Sat., June 12
and Sun., June 13, 2021 at the Nugget Casino Resort. 11 Nugget Dr., Sparks, Nev. It will
be hosted by the 2020 National Show Committee.
Friday is reserved for tableholder setup only from 12 to 6 pm. Only tableholders and
assistants will be admitted.
Show hours for the public are Saturday from 9 am to 5 pm and Sunday from 9 am to 2
pm.
Admission is $5 per day. Children 12 and under are admitted free.
All 252 tables have been sold. A waiting list being maintained.
The Nugget has been the site of three previous National Shows (1992, 1994 and 2007).
The recently renovated hotel and convention center are only eight minutes from the RenoTahoe Airport. There is complimentary airport transportation for hotel guests.
The hotel oﬀers free parking, complimentary WiFi and a large swimming pool and ﬁtness
center.
There are numerous dining and entertainment venues on the premises.
The casino is open 24 hours.
The National Show hotel rate for the Resort Tower has dropped to $85 per night plus
resort fees and taxes for Friday and Saturday. All other nights for the four days before
the show and the three days after the show are $44 per night plus resort fees and taxes.
Reservations can be made on (800) 648-1177. The booking code is GNPCS20. Rooms can
also be booked online through the show Web site, Reno2020.US.
The show has Facebook page.
For additional information, questions etc., email the hosts on 2020nationalpoliceshow@
gmail.com.

The red, white and blue Mississippi state ﬂag features the stars and bars
Confederate battle ﬂag in the upper left. It was adopted in 1894, only three
decades following the Civil War. Some people objected to the ﬂag for years. Now,
it has been banned by the state. Mike R. Bondarenko photograph

Mississippi And
Gettysburg Ban
Confederate Flag
Mississippi has banned the use of the Confederate
ﬂag on the state ﬂag. The Civil War-era ﬂag appears on
law enforcement insignia throughout the state and will
require widespread changes. In South Dakota, the City
of Gettysburg has discontinued use of a police patch that
also depicts the ﬂag.
By Mike R. Bondarenko, Editor
JACKSON, Miss. – Mississippi now has a law banning the appearance of the
Confederate States of America battle ﬂag on the state ﬂag. The ﬂag is also known as the
Stars and Bars.
Governor Tate Reeve, a Republican, signed a bill requiring removal of the controversial
symbol from the state ﬂag on June 30. The Republican-controlled state legislature
overwhelmingly passed the measure by well over the required two-thirds majority.
Legislators from both parties applauded when it was adopted.
The legislation will have wide-ranging impact on insignia worn by numerous police and

Winnipeg Police Museum
Reopens After Shutdown
WINNIPEG, Man. – After months of shutdowns across Canada due to the COVID-19
outbreak, the Winnipeg Police Museum reopened on July 8 with new displays devoted to
the 150th anniversary of policing in the province.
Curator Tammy Skrabek devoted her downtime to revamping and updating the displays

The Winnipeg Police Museum is housed inside the downtown police
headquarters. It reopened on July 8 after being closed for several months due
to the COVID-19 outbreak. Curator Tammy Skrabek revamped the displays and
added additional artifacts during the closure. Contributed photograph

(Upper left) Aberdeen PD only shows the state ﬂag. (Upper right) Biloxi shows
all the ﬂags that have ﬂown over the city. (Lower left) Chickasaw SO has USA and
state ﬂags. (Lower right) Clay County features the state seal on a badge and USA
and state ﬂags. Mike R. Bondarenko photograph
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The Gettysburg, S.D. City Council aﬃrmed a decision by Chief Dave Mogard
to replace the current police patch, which shows the Confederate ﬂag and a Civil
War-era cannon. Chief Mogard said the council never approved the emblem,
which has been worn since 2009. Mike R. Bondarenko photograph
sheriﬀs departments across the state whose shoulder emblems and badges display the
now-banned ﬂag.
Mississippi was the only state whose ﬂag contained the Confederate battle ﬂag.
Lawmakers adopted it in 1894 nearly three decades after the Civil War.
“Whether you are proud of this step or angry with us over the process, I want you to
know I love that love you,” Governor Reeves said in the bill signing ceremony in Jackson,
the state capital.
Governor Reeves had long refused to take a position on the ﬂag. Nearly two-thirds
of voters reaﬃrmed the historic ﬂag in a 2001 referendum. He repeatedly pointed to this
referendum, saying only voters can decide whether to take the ﬂag down. However, the
governor changed his mind in the face of over overwhelming bi-partisan support for the
ban.
Meanwhile, a long way north of Mississippi in Gettysburg, S.D. less than a week
later, the City Council aﬃrmed a decision by Chief of Police Dave Mogard to remove the
Confederate ﬂag from his department’s shoulder emblem.
Chief Mogard said the emblem, which shows the United States and Confederate ﬂags
behind a Civil War-era cannon, was adopted in 2009 by a former chief no longer employed
by the city. His research showed use of the battle ﬂag on the emblem was never voted on
or approved by the council.
Two residents addressed the council before it aﬃrmed the chief’s decision to discontinue
the emblem. One person supported the patch, while the other person opposed it.
The opponent said the Confederate ﬂag is oﬀensive to people of color, while the
supporter argued the emblem represents unity between the North and the South following
the Civil War.
Chief Mogard told the council a local couple donated $100 toward the cost of a new
patch for his department.
Meanwhile, Governor Reeves said some people will never ﬁnd common ground on the
ﬂag debate and that healing will not take place overnight.
“I know there are people of goodwill who are not happy to see this ﬂag change. They
fear a chain reaction of events erasing our history, a history that is no doubt complicated
and imperfect. I understand those concerns and am determined to protect Mississippi from
that dangerous outcome,” the governor said.
The Jackson Clarion-Ledger newspaper reported the ﬂag change seemed inconceivable
until public reaction in the aftermath of the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis, Minn. in
late May.
“That Mississippi changed its ﬂag after 126 years was almost inconceivable just a month
ago. Lawmakers have ﬁled bills for years to change the ﬂag with no results. Bills ﬁled this
year were expected to die without debate,” the newspaper editorialized.
Mississippi has a higher percentage of Black residents than any other state. Many
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pushed to change the state ﬂag. They said it was time to remove a symbol of white
supremacy from Mississippi’s banner.
Passage of the law placed Mississippi sheriﬀs and police chiefs whose emblems feature
the state ﬂag in the position of complying with the new law or ignoring it, which has been
urged by some ﬂag proponents.
“If I was a chief or sheriﬀ, I’d be a little careful about making a change right now. A lot
of folks outside Jackson think this is an assault on our history. I’d wait a while before doing
anything,” a Mississippi law enforcement oﬃcer and collector said.
The new law contains no enforcement provisions for continued use of the current ﬂag.
Agencies that display the current state ﬂag on their shoulder patches include Aberdeen
PD, Biloxi PD, Chickasaw County SO, Clay County SO, Hancock County SO, and
Narcotics, Hernando PD, Starkville PD and several others.
Will all the agencies now using the state ﬂag on their insignia change their emblems and
badges?
Will the state take any action against agencies that refuse to change?
What will the new Gettysburg patch look like?
These questions and others will undoubtedly be answered in the near future.
All politics of the ﬂag ban aside, new insignia is always a boon for hobby. Thus, exciting
days may be ahead for Mississippi collectors, if agencies adopt new insignia designs.
MIKE R. BONDARENKO (2392 USH 12, Baldwin WI 54002) pcnews@baldwin-telecom.
net
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David E. Schulberg,
California Collector,
Killed In Car Crash
David E. Schulberg, longtime California collector and
police historian, was killed and his wife, Michelle, seriously
injured in a motor vehicle collision near their home in
Aguanga, Calif. on August 16. The 60-year-old former
police oﬃcer was active in the hobby for more than 40
years.
By Mike R. Bondarenko, Editor
AGUANGA, Calif. – David E. Schulberg, 40-year veteran California law enforcement
insignia collector, was killed and his wife, Michelle, seriously injured, in a motor vehicle
crash on August 16 near their home in Aguanga in rural Riverside County, Calif.
Schulberg, 60, was a passenger in a sport utility vehicle driven by his wife on two-lane
California Highway 79 when it was struck head-on by a car passing into oncoming traﬃc on
a sharp downhill curve. The curve is a double yellow no passing zone.
According California Highway Patrol Oﬃcer Mike Lassig, Schulberg was killed and three
other people injured in the two-vehicle collision, which took place shortly after three o’clock
on a Sunday afternoon. The driver of the passing car, 29, and his passenger, 17, were also
injured, the driver critically.
Schulberg was pronounced dead at the scene, while Michelle, 50, was seriously injured
and taken to a local hospital. She is recovering from her injuries, according to Schulberg’s
sister, Randie. She said the couple was on their way home when the crash took place.
Michelle Schulberg was transferred from the hospital to a rehabilitation facility on August
25. “She is doing better. She had several broken ribs, a punctured lung and her right knee
and ankle were broken. She had surgery on the leg. She has quite a recovery ahead of
her,” Randie Schulberg said.
Schulberg was an avid law enforcement emblem collector and historian. Initially, he
collected California with special interests in the Los Angeles County Sheriﬀs Department,
Long Beach Police Department and the El Monte Police Department. Later, he sold most of
his California collection and specialized in conservation law enforcement emblems.
Schulberg grew up in Los Angeles County and had a lifelong passion for law
enforcement. He became an LASD Explorer and collected his ﬁrst patch in 1978.
He joined the Compton Police Department as a full-time patrol oﬃcer in 1986 and
served until 1992. He was assigned to schools for most of his career.
Schulberg was born with a kidney disease. It aﬀected him throughout his life and
forced him to give up full-time police work. He underwent a kidney transplant and required
frequent dialysis, especially later in life.
Nevertheless, Schulberg joined the El Monte Police Department as a reserve oﬃcer in
1999. He worked as a background investigator. He also served as department historian
and published a book on the department’s history in 2011. The police chief made the
appointment oﬃcial and presented him with a historian’s badge. It was one of his prized
possessions.
While working in El Monte, he earned his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in criminal
justice and then obtained a law degree. He was an instructor for three Los Angeles area
university criminal justice programs.
Schulberg left El Monte and retired from teaching in 2016 as after his health continued
to deteriorate. He and his wife moved from Long Beach to Aguanga in 2018.
There will be no funeral.

collectors but by conservation law enforcement collectors worldwide.
“I am just shocked and have a terrible feeling in the pit of my stomach after hearing the
news. He was a good friend who I never actually met, but we talked on the phone many
times,” said Dave Sprinkle, a fellow conservation law enforcement collector from Michigan.
Gary Hoving, president of the California Law Enforcement Historical Society, posted
a heart-shaped thin blue line American ﬂag on the club Facebook page in the collector’s
honor. “I am very saddened by the news,” he posted.
Other collectors who expressed condolences included Pat Olvey, Tomoyuki Okoshi,
Mark Bray, Rudi Lotz, Stan Barry, Dennis Shell, Craig McKend, David Pate, Jake Bushey
and Randy Grago.
Paul Harrison, who lives in Great Britain but collects California, related he stayed with
Schulberg when he visited Long Beach. They began corresponding in the 1970s. “We
always had many laughs together,” Harrison said.

A personal loss The tragic death of Schulberg represents a great personal loss. I
knew him for more than 30 years. We ﬁrst met at one of the Los Angeles area shows in the
late 1980s and hit it oﬀ right away. I collected California then, and we did quite a bit of in
person and by mail trading over the years.
Schulberg supported this newspaper from the beginning and wrote several articles
for us. Recently, he allowed us to serialize his El Monte history book and wrote a couple
columns on badges.
I visited David and Michelle at their home during my trip to Southern California for the
2017 National Show and had a great time. I did a story on it.
After a great meal at his favorite restaurant, we went back to his place and shared our
love of dogs, jousted back and forth over his being an attorney and reminisced about the
way the hobby was in the early days.
I also went home with a big bag of ﬁsh and game patches for my collection but regret
not buying his LASD collection, which was for sale. He never let me forget that I passed on
it. (Even though I no longer collect California, I do like LASD stuﬀ.)
Schulberg’s latest idea was a column devoted to ﬁsh and game insignia. The ﬁrst
installment ran in the last issue and got rave reviews. He sponsored a contest to name
the new column. We received a lot of suggestions. He settled on “Fins, Fur, Feathers
and Fuzz.” A reader suggested “Fins, Fur and Feathers,” but he added “Fuzz” to the title,
showing oﬀ his always present humor and quick wit. Sadly, the second column will never be
written.
I told Schulberg several times he could have been a stand-up comedian. He kept me
laughing all evening with self-deprecating humor and one-liners about his need for another
kidney transplant, his weight and his plans to move to a rural area after growing up and
living in the city all his life.
A couple examples of jokes he cracked that night come to mind:
...When we went to dinner, I brought my briefcase along to record an interview and take
notes. He became winded walking up a ramp into the restaurant as I walked beside him.
He looked down at my case and quipped, dryly, “Gotta a deﬁbrillator in there?”
...He told me had to move out of Long Beach because he could no longer aﬀord the
taxes. “I thought about selling a kidney to pay them. Then, I remembered I only have one...”
...He was very proud of his education, especially his law degree, which entitled him to
the title of Doctor Schulberg. “I’ve spent so much time in the hospital that when I tell them
I’m a doctor, they ask me where I practice.”
Ironically, Schulberg and I exchanged emails about the second installment of his new
column late Saturday night. He was killed less than 18 hours later. That’s scary.
We have lost a lot of veteran collectors the last few years; way, way too many. Yet,
the untimely death of Schulberg is one of the hardest to take because he didn’t have to
die. Sadly and tragically, a former cop being killed in a senseless traﬃc crash caused by
irresponsible motorist who passed in a no passing zone makes it hurt all the more.
Rest easy, my friend. You will be missed.
MIKE R. BONDARENKO (2392 USH 12, Baldwin WI 54002) pcnews@baldwin-telecom.
net

Shock and sorrow Collectors expressed shock and sorrow over Schulberg’s
untimely death. He was well-known and well-liked, not only by fellow Golden State

PCNEWS Honors Schulberg Police Collectors News Publisher and Editor Mike
R. Bondarenko has honored the memory of the late David E. Schulberg, who died in a motor vehicle crash in California in August, by naming him a Staﬀ Writer Emeritus.
Schulberg wrote several articles for the newspaper in the 1990s before he took a hiatus.
He resumed writing in 2019 and published the ﬁrst edition of a new column on conservation
insignia collecting in the July-August edition. He was working on the second installment the
weekend he died.
Other Staﬀ Writer Emeritus honors have recognized Nat McKelvey, Darrell Klasey and
Jim Cross., all longtime and noted newspaper contributors.

David E. Schulberg, 60, was killed in a motor vehicle crash near Aguanga,
Calif. on August 16. His wife, Michelle, was seriously injured, Schulberg collected
law enforcement insignia for 40 years. He collected California at ﬁrst, then shifted
his interest to ﬁsh and game. Contributed photograph

David E. Schulberg was the El Monte, Calif. Police Department historian during
his service as a reserve background investigator. In 2011, he published a history
of the department. The 128-page book was commissioned by the city and the
police chief. Mike R. Bondarenko photograph
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Kim Stewart took oﬃce as the Dona Ana, N.M. County sheriﬀ in 2019. She had
an 18-year law enforcement career in California before she moved to New Mexico
in 2007. Sheriﬀ Stewart ordered the closure of the Historical Museum of Lawmen
in July. The collection has been dispersed. Contributed photograph

New Sheriff Closes
Dona Ana County
Lawman Museum
The Dona Ana County, N.M. Sheriﬀs Department has
had a department collection on display at its headquarters
for more than 30 years. Now, Sheriﬀ Kim Stewart, who
took oﬃce last year, has ordered it closed. The collection
has been dispersed.
By Mike R. Bondarenko, Editor
LAS CRUCES, N.M. – When Dona Ana County, N.M. built its new sheriﬀs oﬃce and jail
in Las Cruces in 2006, space for a department museum became an integral element of the
building design.
After many years of tireless eﬀorts to preserve county law enforcement history, longtime
New Mexico collector West Gilbreath, a retired Dona Ana County sheriﬀs lieutenant, and
the county historical society won approval for the Historical Museum of Lawmen. It was
designated as an oﬃcial county museum.
The modern, professional museum was located adjacent to the entrance to the sheriﬀs
oﬃce lobby. It opened not long after the department moved into the new facility and
became a popular local tourist attraction, especially for active and retired law enforcement
oﬃcers and their families. It was open ﬁve days a week.
The museum featured an extensive badge collection, vintage photographs of sheriﬀs
and deputies, historic weapons, uniforms and related accouterments and a wide variety
of displays, such as photographs, shoulder patches, a custom-designed saddle stand and
much, much more. There was even an old Jeep once used for desert patrol. Many items
were county property, while others were donated by former employees and their families.
However, the most historic segment was devoted to legendary Sheriﬀ Pat Garrett, who
killed outlaw Billy the Kid in Fort Sumner in 1881. Gilbreath donated a roll-top desk once
used by Garrett that he saved from destruction at a dump 30 years ago. The one-of-a-kind
hearse that carried Sheriﬀ Garrett to his grave in1908 was also displayed.
There was a memorial to fallen law enforcement oﬃcers.
Why the use of past tense to describe the museum? Because it has been permanently
closed.
Sheriﬀ Kim Stewart, who took oﬃce in 2019 and is serving her ﬁrst term, ordered the

Dona Ana County Sheriﬀ Kim Stewart (left) recently used the former museum
space for a news conference with New Mexico Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham.
Large patch displays can be seen behind the United States ﬂag and the sheriﬀ.
The museum collection is now gone. Contributed photograph

The late Cal Traylor, longtime member of the Dona Ana County Historical
Society, purchased the fully-restored Pat Garrett hearse and donated it to the
Historical Museum of Lawmen in 2012. The hearse transported Garrett to the
Masonic Cemetery in Las Cruces in 1908. Contributed photograph
museum closed and the collection disbanded in July.
“We are law enforcement, not museum curators. Proper display and maintenance is a
profession, and we don’t have those skill sets,” said Sheriﬀ Stewart in a prepared statement
on the closure.
She said the museum attracts very few visitors and most of the displays were comprised
of collectibles, many on loan to the department. The county did not carry insurance on the
privately-owned artifacts and memorabilia.
Sheriﬀ Stewart said documents of signiﬁcant historical value have been turned over the
New Mexico State University library archives and special collections “where they will be
properly maintained and open to the public for review.”
She is now using the former museum space for news conferences and public meetings.
Patch collections could be seen in the background when Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham
visited the agency in early August and held a televised local news conference.
Gilbreath, who retired from the department in 2001, told local media he learned of the
museum closing from the curator, Jim Beasley, also a retired deputy. He journeyed to Las
Cruces in early August to retrieve the artifacts he had donated, including the roll-top desk,
as well as badges and restraints.
“There’s very little left. Most everything is gone,” he said.

30 years work The museum began as a small display in the lobby of the old sheriﬀs
oﬃce and jail 30 years ago. The sheriﬀ embraced the museum concept and authorized it.
Gilbreath and other collectors, as well as historical society members, worked tirelessly
to gather and display historical artifacts and memorabilia, including the many items donated
by retired deputies and the families of deceased deputies.
The museum grew steadily over the years. It became a project the historical society
readily embraced and had been supported by all previous sheriﬀs.
“It was a place for the citizens of Dona Ana County to see Old West history. Former
deputies could take their families there and say, ‘This is what I was part of,’” Gilbreath said.
The collector is concerned the sheriﬀ might have artifacts disposed of before donors can
be contacted to recover them. He said he had a written agreement with the county to have
his donations returned in the event the museum ever closed. Other donors may not be as
fortunate.
Gilbreath said a one-ton safe the county has owned since 1881 once safely displayed
inside the museum had been moved to a patio outside the building. The safe displayed
original artwork inside and out. Now, it is rusting in the outdoors.

Dona Ana County sheriﬀ’s Sergeant Dan Makens (left) handcrafted a saddle
stand in memory of longtime Mounted Patrol member Bill Crawford. He presented
it to the museum in 2015 as Curator Jim Beasley and Captain Bob Lulich, who
heads the patrol, looked on. Contributed photograph
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The now-defunct Dona Ana County, N.M. Historical Museum of Lawmen had a
large and extremely impressive collection of department history, including these
framed historic photographs. The museum was in the plans when the new sheriﬀs
oﬃce and jail opened in 2006. Contributed photograph

Dona Ana County Museum ...Continued
Former Sheriﬀ Alfredo Garcia, who served from 1959 to 1962 as the youngest sheriﬀ
in county history, donated many items from his career. He died in 2019 at age 89. “What
happens to those things?” he wondered.

Pat Garrett hearse In 1894, the Las Cruces Women’s Improvement Association
commissioned the building of a horse-drawn hearse to transport coﬃns to the local
cemetery. The women felt the deceased deserved digniﬁed conveyance to their ﬁnal resting
places and rented their hearse for use by county families, $8 in the city and $10 outside the
city.
When former Sheriﬀ Garrett was shot and killed in 1908, the hearse was used to
transport his casket. He is buried in Las Cruces.
Longtime historical society member and past president Cal Traylor, who died in 2015,
was a student of Garrett’s career in Dona Ana County where he served as sheriﬀ from 1896
to 1901.
Traylor wondered what happened to the horse-drawn horse, which was also a part of
county history. He learned the women’s group sold it 1912 and spent 20 years tracking it
down and trying to buy it so it could be returned to Las Cruces.
Traylor was ﬁnally successful in 2012. He bought the hearse, had it shipped back to Las
Cruces and then donated it to the law enforcement museum for permanent display.
Now that the museum has closed, the historic hearse has been donated to the New
Mexico Farm and Ranch Heritage Museum in Las Cruces. Oﬃcials hope to display it in the
main gallery.

sheriﬀ could reopen the museum. But everything is gone. Its never going to be put back
together.”
Another New Mexico collector called the closure an insult to Dona Ana County law
enforcement history.
“If you Google the sheriﬀ, you will see she is from California. She’s not from here. She
has only lived here 13 years. The museum didn’t mean anything to her, but it meant a lot to
us who were born and raised in New Mexico. Our history matters to us. This is one of the
most disgusting things I’ve ever seen,” he said.
A California collector who visited the museum a few years ago said it was one of the
best collections of law enforcement history he had ever seen. “A beautiful place,” he said.
Reportedly, retired deputies and local historians have also expressed their displeasure
with the sheriﬀ’s decision on social media.
Interestingly, Sheriﬀ Stewart, who is 65, has an undergraduate degree in history.
Ironically, her election made county history. She is the ﬁrst female to serve as the Dona
Ana County sheriﬀ. All 32 previous sheriﬀs since 1854 were men.
MIKE R. BONDARENKO (2392 USH 12, Baldwin WI 54002) pcnews@baldwin-telecom.
net

Centurion Insignia
Creates Beautiful
New Emblems
Law enforcement agencies in Connecticut and Ohio
chose Peter Bolduc of Centurion Insignia to design and
produce 15 new emblems. His recent creations are mostly
for special units and breast cancer awareness. Bolduc has
designed and produced emblems since 1979. He done
more than 3000 diﬀerent patches!
By Peter Bolduc, Guest Writer
NORTH PORT, Fla. – It’s been a while, so I thought I would reach out. I have enclosed
patches I have done recently.
A few of my collector friends have been trying to convince me to let collectors around
the world see what I have been up to. I have been operating since 1979. I think I have done

One-of-a-kind gift The whereabouts of another piece of county law enforcement
history are unknown.
In early 2015, a member of the Sheriﬀs Department Mounted Patrol donated a
beautifully handcrafted wooden saddle stand to honor the memory of the late William “Bill”
Crawford, who had volunteered with the department for 13 years before his death in 2014.
Crawford’s family had donated the saddle he used when he rode with the patrol to the
museum. Sergeant Dan Makens, who heads the horse team, built the stand to honor his
late friend and colleague. The saddle was displayed in the museum.
Crawford was the longest-serving Mounted Patrol member.
Anger and disgust Collectors and historians expressed anger and disgust over
the closure of the museum in interviews with PCNEWS. However, their greatest ire was
directed at the sheriﬀ over the disposition of the unique collection.
“Thirty years hard work down the drain just like that. The saddest thing is it wasn’t
costing the county much to keep it going. All the work was done by volunteers. Everything
was donated,” said a New Mexico collector.
“It would be one thing if she closed it and had everything put in storage. Then, the next

Dona Ana County deputies once used this Jeep to reach remote rural areas.
It was donated to the museum after it was retired from duty and was among
the many displays. Sheriﬀ Kim Stewart closed the museum in July. She cited
dwindling attendance and no insurance. Contributed photograph

Norwalk, Conn. PD has four new patches produced by Centurion Insignia.
(Top and lower left) Tactical Response Team comes in three versions, full color,
subdued and camouﬂage. (Lower right) The department also has a pink breast
cancer awareness patch. Mike R. Bondarenko photograph

Centurion Insignia is out with great new insignia from Connecticut. (Left to
right, top to bottom) Willimantic PD breast cancer awareness, Willimantic SWAT
(subdued), Willimantic PD ﬁrearms instructor (red) and Groton PD breast cancer
awareness. Mike R. Bondarenko photograph

well over 3000 patches for local, state and federal agencies.
After I retired from my department in Connecticut, I bounced around the state, working
for the Groton Long Point Police part-time and Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Police at
Foxwood Casino.
I moved to Florida and started to work for the Sarasota County Sheriﬀ. I did that for three
years. After 30 years wearing the badge, I ﬁnally went into the private sector.
All during this time, I continued to design and produce emblems. I stopped advertising
the patches and agencies I was doing. The reproduction world was killing me. I would see
reproductions of my emblems at shows and on eBay, sometimes three or four listings. The
sad part is the guy making the repros would make them a little smaller with fewer colors, I
suppose to save money and make more proﬁt.
The agencies I did patches for got upset about the repros, so I went underground, so
to speak. I was making emblems but never advertised them again. It did cut back on the
repros. I have been mostly doing federal task forces or department special unit patches.
Business is good when a department knows they will not be ﬂooded with reproductions.
I am hesitant, but like my collector friends have told me, I am showing the collector world
that Centurion Insignia is still around and producing some of the best looking emblems in
the USA.

Recent new styles A longtime customer, Norwalk, Conn. PD, ordered a pink breast
cancer awareness patch. They are selling them at the department and donating the money
to cancer research.
Norwalk Police Tactical Response Team is a set of three. The full color emblem is for
uniforms. Subdued is for BDU wear. Camouﬂage is for elite members of the team.
Norwalk Police Marine Unit is an NYPD-style emblem with a blue and white anchor as
the center design.
My old department, Willimantic, Conn. Police, has a state-shaped breast cancer
awareness patch. They also have a red background and borders state shape for the
ﬁrearms instructor. The range oﬃcer trains several other departments in the area.
They recently changed their tactical team from a Special Operations Group to Special
Weapons and Tactics. A new SWAT patch is being worn above the right breast. The team
assists several departments in the area, including the University of Connecticut Police and
the Connecticut State Police.
I did three Connecticut State Police canine emblems. Right oﬀ the top, these are not
authorized. My good friend was a commander of the troop in Tolland (Troop C). He wanted
something to give his canine handlers so show them how much he appreciated their hard
work. We came up with a patch they could sew on to the duﬀel bag or gear they carry in
their cruisers. The handlers were told these patches could not be worn on any jackets,
BDUs or other clothing while on the job.
When the handlers saw the Troop C patch, I was asked to do identical patches for Troop
E and Troop K.
The funny thing is when I Googled photos of CSP canine handlers, I saw a couple
pictures of a trooper wearing my patch on a windbreaker.
From Ohio, I did a new styles for the Village of Bentleyville Police and Geauga Park
District Rangers. Bentleyville is a new style for the department. The park district is located
in Geauga County and manages 22 parks, as well as wildlife preserves, nature trails,
walking paths and other recreational land.
Coming back to Connecticut, I did the canine patch for the Farmington Police
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Department.
My daughter, following in her mother’s and my footsteps, is a member of the Groton
Police Department. She has been there for almost six years. They, too, have a breast
cancer awareness patch.
Her mother was the ﬁrst female police chief in Connecticut and the ﬁrst female president
of the chiefs of police association. She is currently the director of police training standards
for Eastern Connecticut.
I will send some patches I’ve done from time to time.
The hobby has changed a lot since the early 1980s, some for the better and some for
the worst. One thing that has not changed is the friendships you make along the way and
the friends that pass on.
I will oﬀer a plug. If anyone is looking to have emblems made at a reasonable price,
reach out to me. I will always help a brother out.
PETER BOLDUC (Centurion Insignia, 3852 Suburban Lane, North Port FL 34287) (860)
377-5431 centurion.insig@gmail.com

Jaclyn M. “JB” Brockman, 83, wife of Wisconsin and international police
collector Donald E. “The Patch Man” Brockman, died of cancer on July 8. She was
born in Milwaukee and worked for Milwaukee County before her retirement. She
attended shows with her husband. Contributed photograph

Jaclyn Brockman, Wife Of
Collector Don Brockman, Dead
MILWAUKEE, Wis. – Jaclyn “JB” Brockman, wife of longtime Wisconsin collector Donald
E. “Patch Man” Brockman, died in Milwaukee on July 8 after a year-long battle with cancer.
She was 83.
Mrs. Brockman accompanied her husband to all the Milwaukee area swap meets over
the years where she greeted collectors and helped him make trades and sales. She was
also at his side during their many travels around the world during which they met many of
her husband’s international patch collector friends.
Mrs. Brockman was born in Milwaukee and worked for Milwaukee County in the District
Attorneys Oﬃce, Child Support Enforcement and Health Care while her husband worked as
a Milwaukee city police oﬃcer. They were married for 48 years.
“JB” was buried in Milwaukee.

Veteran Florida Insignia
Collector Neil Hayes Dead

Centurion Insignia did a canine emblem for Connecticut State Police Troop C
(top). It is an unoﬃcial issue that a commander gave to the handlers and is not
supposed to be worn on duty. When handlers in Troop E and Troop K saw the
new patch, they ordered them, too. Mike R. Bondarenko photograph

(Left to right, top to bottom) Norwalk, Conn. Police Marine Unit, Village of
Bentleyville, O. Police Department, Farmington, Conn. Police Canine Unit and
Geauga County, O. Park District Ranger. These designs were created for the
departments by Centurion Insignia. Mike R. Bondarenko photograph

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. – Neil Hayes, a well known Florida collector, died of cancer
on June 14. He was 68 years old.
Hayes was born in New York City and grew up in Willingsboro, N.J. He graduated from
Villanova University in 1973 and became a police oﬃcer and then a detective. He returned
to school and got his law degree in 1981.
Hayes relocated to West Palm Beach and joined a large law ﬁrm. He opened his own
oﬃce in 1989 and practiced law in Florida until his retirement in 2016. He and his ﬁrm
specialized in workers compensation defense for business and industry.
Hayes collected law enforcement insignia from New Jersey and Florida and attended
several Sunshine States shows. He had an impeccable reputation as a fair and honest
trader. In addition, he traveled extensively in South America and collected insignia from the
continent.
Hayes wrote his own obituary and posted it on his Facebook page.

Neil Hayes was a police oﬃcer and detective in New Jersey before he obtained
his law degree, relocated to West Palm Beach, Fla. and practiced law for more
than 30 years. He collected law enforcement insignia from the United States and
South America. Contributed photograph
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Some people who attended the August 24 Waterloo City Council meeting
showed their support for the police department by wearing face masks with the
griﬃn patch. Council members listened to arguments for and against the griﬃn
patch for more than two hours. Contributed photograph

Joel Fitzgerald took over as police chief in Waterloo, Iowa on June 1. He
previously served in Philadelphia and Fort Worth. Chief Fitzgerald proposed
oﬃcers wear another diﬀerent shoulder patch design as a secondary emblem in
response to Black community complaints. Contributed photograph

Controversy
Swirls Around
Emblem Change
The Waterloo, Iowa City Council on August 24 failed
to approve a proposed resolution to discontinue use of
current police shoulder patch, which some have deemed
oﬀensive. Instead, the mayor will form a committee to
study a possible new design to replace or change the
design.
By Mike R. Bondarenko, Editor
WATERLOO, Iowa – A new chief assumes command of a police department. The chief
doesn’t like the shoulder patch and wants another design. The chief selects the new style.
The agency takes on a fresh look.
Rarely does a proposed insignia change generate controversy, especially outside a
department. But, in Waterloo, Iowa, the new chief’s proposal to partially discontinue the
emblem design oﬃcers have worn since 1964 has generated widespread controversy.
Chief Joel Fitzgerald took over the department on June 1. The 28-year law enforcement
veteran, who previously served in Philadelphia and Fort Worth, has a reputation as a
reformer. Only a few weeks after taking oﬃce, the chief announced a plan to change the
patch.
Waterloo police have worn an emblem depicting a stylized red griﬃn, an animal with
the head and wings of an eagle and the body of a lion, since 1964. The griﬃn is a Greek
mythological creature that symbolizes vigilance, which means to act as a guardian of
priceless possessions.
The patch is an LASD shape with a gold background and black border and legends,

Police oﬃcers in Waterloo, Iowa have been wearing this emblem on their
uniforms since 1964. It is gold with a black border and legends. A griﬃn, a symbol
created in Greek mythology, appears in red with a green eye as the center design.
The design is unique. Mike R. Bondarenko photograph

“WATERLOO POLICE” above the griﬃn in the center design and “VIGILANCE” beneath it.
The griﬃn has a bright green eye.
The longstanding department symbol was designed by former Chief Robert Wright. He
wanted an emblem that would be unique to the city and symbolic of police work.
The chief researched symbols to put on the emblem and found the griﬃn. After
he settled on the creature as his department’s new symbol, he commissioned a local
newspaper artist to design the patch. He liked it. It has been worn ever since.
Yet, the now 56-year-old patch has not been without controversy. The Black community
has long complained the griﬃn resembles a dragon, a symbol of the infamous Klu Klux
Klan. While this controversy has endured for years, it rekindled this summer amid an outcry
for police reform following the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis, Minn.
Black community leaders renewed the complaint over the patch to the new chief, who
is also Black. He agreed to explore the possibility of a diﬀerent design, possibly as a
secondary insignia, meaning it would be worn in addition to the current style.
In July, Chief Fitzgerald announced a possible patch change was being considered. He
asked residents to submit proposed designs for a secondary emblem. He hoped the new
design would come from the community. Residents could post proposed patches on the
agency’s Facebook page.
The chief indicated the traditional griﬃn patch would be worn on one shoulder, while the
new design would appear on the other shoulder. Presently, Waterloo oﬃcers wear the griﬃn
on both shoulders.
On August 1, Waterloo PD began posting images of possible new emblems submitted
by city residents. By August 24, about 20 designs appeared. Some retained the griﬃn.
Others did not.
The proposed change did go over well with many oﬃcers, the police union, numerous
retired oﬃcers and law enforcement supporters in the city. It generated a ﬁrestorm of
criticism on social media, talk radio and in newspaper columns and letters to the editor.
Opponents argue the griﬃn symbolizes vigilance, a basic tenant of police work, and
honors the heroic work done by uniformed oﬃcers. Its use on patches, patrol car decals,
stationery and business cards and signs has been a Waterloo tradition for nearly six
decades.
Some expressed concern the decision to at least partially replace the griﬃn was made
too hastily by a chief new to the community and should be reconsidered or delayed.
Others said the city faces a budget shortfall as a result of the COVD-19 pandemic and
the cost of outﬁtting oﬃcers with a new emblem would be not be a prudent use of taxpayer
dollars.
Not long after Chief Fitzgerald announced the patch change in July, a “Save The Griﬃn”
group organized on social media. Subsequently, there have been “Save The Griﬃn” t-shirts,
signs and even a facial covering mask showing the Waterloo patch.

Controversy boils over A White city councilman, who favors discontinuing use
of the griﬃn on the police patch altogether, introduced a City Council resolution to change
the insignia and discontinue the griﬃn. He believes it is a symbol of the Klu Klux Klan and
symbolic of racism. The resolution was put on the council agenda for its August 24 meeting.
When the council agenda became public, the controversy boiled over when opponents
learned council members could vote to discontinue the griﬃn entirely.

Waterloo residents posted about 20 possible new emblem designs for the
police department by August 24. Some show the griﬃn, while others do not. These
are four that do not. The design in the upper left features the city seal. “Bridging
The Gap” is the theme on two patches. Contributed photograph
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“Save The Griﬃn” has become a rallying cry for law enforcement supporters in
Waterloo, Iowa in response to a proposal to change agency emblem. These signs
have been posted around the community to show supporft. The logo shows the
names of two fallen oﬃcers at the bottom. Contributed photograph
The Waterloo Police Protective Association issued a statement in opposition to the
resolution before the meeting. The statement proclaimed oﬃcers do not support an emblem
change.
A former city police investigator, Lynn Moller, who retired in 2010 after 25 years on the
department, wrote an impassioned guest column for the local newspaper in support of the
griﬃn, also before the meeting.
“Sadly, in today’s world of social unrest, for those few who ‘hate’ police, attacking,
disgracing and belittling oﬃcers across the country is a common occurrence, thus attacking
the griﬃn has become a tool for such purposes here in Waterloo,” Moller wrote.
“During these periods of social unrest, there tends to be a loud minority and a quiet
majority. The loud minority is quite good at what they do, and it’s working! The morale of
oﬃcers is lowest ever. Oﬃcers are considering career changes, and the attitude of ‘just do
the minimum and get to retirement age’ is becoming more common.
“Unfortunately, Waterloo city government, rather than supporting their police and
taking into account what hundreds have stated on social media, are seriously considering
tampering with what has reﬂected our pride for over half a century, the Waterloo police
uniform with the griﬃn patch.”
Moller called on residents to support the police by expressing opposition to the change.
When the council met, the chamber was packed with opponents and supporters of the
griﬃn patch who aired conﬂicting viewpoints for more than two hours. Some supporters
wore “Save The Griﬃn” shirts and Waterloo police patch face masks.
When the council itself considered the resolution, there were some heated exchanges
between members during the lengthy debate.
But, in the end, there was a compromise. Rather than approve or disapprove the
resolution, the council voted unanimously to direct Mayor Quentin Hart to appoint a
committee of eight to ten city residents to consider continued use or replacement of the
griﬃn. The committee will include both people who support and oppose the current patch.
However, the police chief and mayor can not be members.
The committee will report back to the council with recommendations by the end of June
2021. A ﬁnancial report on the cost of a potential switch is due by next February 1.
So, for now, at least, Waterloo police will continue to display the griﬃn on their uniforms
and continue the longstanding tradition.
MIKE R. BONDARENKO (2392 USH 12, Baldwin WI 54002) pcnews@baldwin-telecom.
net

Collector Donates Defibrillators
To Minnesota Police Department
LESTER PRAIRIE, Minn. – Veteran Minnesota law enforcement insignia collector
Gary Schott recently donated three Zoll deﬁbrillators to the Lester Prairie, Minn. Police
Department.
Schott, a former Lester Prairie police oﬃcer, presented the units to Chief of Police
Robert Carlson.
Schott donated the deﬁbs in memory of his late wife, Deb Schott, who was killed in an
air ambulance crash last year.
The Zoll deﬁbrillator has become popular among law enforcement agencies for ease of
use and reliability for emergency ﬁrst response to cardiac arrest victims.

Gary Schott (left) presented three Zoll deﬁbrillators to Lester Prairie, Minn.
Chief of Police Robert Carlson in memory of his late wife, Deb Schott, a ﬂight
nurse, who was killed in an air ambulance crash in 2019. Schott, a longtime
collector, is a former Lester Prairie oﬃcer. Contributed photograph
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Ryan Graham’s prized possession, a blue queen-size quilt adorned with the
200 law enforcement patches he collected over a decade, was stolen when his
vehicle was burglarized in a Kansas City, Mo. hotel parking lot in early August.
The quilt was found about a week later. Contributed photograph

Prized Patch
Quilt Stolen,
Found in KC
Ryan Graham devoted ten years to collecting law
enforcement patches displayed on a large blue quilt. He
was heartbroken when the quilt was stolen in Kansas City,
Mo. in early August. The one-of-a-kind collectible was
found a week later and has been returned to the aspiring
state trooper.
By Mike R. Bondarenko, Editor
KANSAS CITY, Mo. – Ryan Graham was on his way to college in Idaho in early August
when he decided to spend a night in Kansas City, Mo. on his way west. He checked into a
downtown hotel and parked in the parking lot.
The following morning, Graham discovered his car had been burglarized overnight.
In addition to everything he was taking with him to college, his prized possession, a
handmade blue queen-size quilt with 200 law enforcement emblems sewn onto it, was
gone. He was heartbroken.
Graham’s sorrow over the loss of his patch collection turned to joy when Kansas City
police returned the quilt to him three weeks later. It was found in the parking lot of a nearby
restaurant a week after it was stolen. The restaurant manager turned it over to police.
The young man is a patch collector and has always yearned to become a police oﬃcer.
As a boy, he began writing to law enforcement agencies asking for emblems. It took him ten
years to collect the 200 patches displayed on the quilt.
Graham is enrolled in the criminal and homeland security program at Idaho State
University. He wanted to take his patch collection with him to college. A neighbor, who is a
quilter, suggested showing the patches on a quilt. It was ﬁnished only a week before he left
for college.
“It actually brought tears to my eyes because she did such a good job with it. That really
hurt me when I saw that quilt gone, especially having it less than a week. I never thought I
would see it again,” Graham said.
“I wanted to hold onto that for my life, and when I go into law enforcement and get
married and have kids, my mentality was when my time comes and I pass away, I would
like to pass that down to my kids,” he said.
He had arrived in Idaho when Kansas City police contacted him to tell him the quilt had
been found and would be returned to him.
Kansas City police Media Unit members Sergeant Jake Becchina and Oﬃcer Doaa
El-Ashkar took the quilt, dirty from a week outdoors, to a local dry cleaner who cleaned it
before it was returned to Graham.
During the week between the quilt theft and recovery, the police Media Unit solicited
patches to be sewn onto a new quilt.

Joyce Jones, owner of Speedy Cleaners in Kansas City, shows oﬀ Ryan
Graham’s patch quilt after it was dry cleaned. Kansas City police oﬃcer took the
soiled quilt to her for cleaning after it was found in a restaurant parking lot. The
quilt has since been returned. Contributed photograph
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Patch Quilt Recovered ...Continued
“Ryan is going to college to be a police oﬃcer. We want to help Ryan replace his prized
possession. If you work for a law enforcement agency and have a patch to contribute, send
it to us. And, if you are a quilter and would like to help out, let us know!” was posted on
the department Facebook page. Dozens of emblems rolled in as a result and a quilter was
found.
Soon, Graham will have a second quilt covered with the donated emblems and a
Kansas City patch at the top, courtesy of the police department.
“It makes you feel there are good people out there. There are people who have a good
heart out there that want to help other people,” Graham said.
The young collector hopes to become a state trooper after his graduation. Odds are he
will achieve his goal.
MIKE R. BONDARENKO (2392 USH 12, Baldwin WI 54002) pcnews@baldwin-telecom.
net

Mike Burg
Documents
Police History
Veteran Ohio collector and police historian Mike Burg
documented the histories of the Rittman and Wadsworth
police departments in two books, Constables, Marshals
and Patrolmen and The History of Wadsworth Law
Enforcement 1818-2018. Both volumes are outstanding
reference guides for collectors.
By Mike R. Bondarenko, Editor
WADSWORTH, O. – Rittman and Wadsworth are small neighboring cities southwest of
Akron in western Ohio.
Nothing much ever happens in sleepy rural Ohio, right? All the action is in Cleveland,
Columbus or Cincinnati, right? Wrong!
Rittman has a connection to the infamous Lindbergh Kidnapping, a case that captivated
the nation’s interest in 1932.
Mobster Alvin Karpis hid a kidnapping victim and stole a car in Wadsworth on his way to
Toledo where he hid out from a nationwide manhunt in 1935.
These events made national news and are chronicled in two well-researched books by
collector Mike Burg, Constables, Marshals and Patrolmen, a history of the Rittman Police
Department from 1835 to 2016, and The History of Wadsworth Law Enforcement 1818 to
2018.
Burg, who grew up in Wadsworth, served as a Rittman police oﬃcer for 39 years until
he retired in 2016. He started as a patrol oﬃcer in 1977, later became a sergeant and then
served as the chief of police. He still lives in Wadsworth.
A vintage police insignia collector with a lifelong interest in law enforcement history,
Burg published the Rittman book in 2016 and followed up with the Wadsworth volume in
2018. The Rittman book was done at the request of the local historical society. He did the
Wadsworth book on his own to commemorate the department’s 200th anniversary. Both
books were written after his retirement.
Charles Lindbergh Junior was kidnapped from the family home in New Jersey on March
1, 1932. The last person to see the 20-month-old child alive was his nursemaid, Betsy Gow
(also known as Bessie Goway), who put him to bed. Gow had relatives in Rittman, her aunt
and uncle.
“While not considered a suspect, Betsy was, in today’s terminology, a person of interest
having been the last person to see the baby alive,” Burg wrote. The FBI case ﬁle includes
Gow’s information as well as the names and addresses of her aunt and uncle in Rittman. It
notes Gow visited them on occasion.
A banker robber, kidnapper and car thief, Karpis succeeded John Dillinger as Public
Enemy No. 1 on J. Edgar Hoover’s FBI Most Wanted Criminals list in 1934.
In January 1935, Karpis and an associate kidnapped a young doctor near Allentown,
Penna. and stole his car. Because the car had a medical doctor emblem on it, the criminals
believed it would not arouse suspicion as they drove across Ohio. They were right.

Veteran Ohio collector and law enforcement oﬃcer Mike Burg published two
books on local police history, Constables, Marshals and Patrolmen about the
Rittman Police Department and The History of Wadsworth Law Enforcement
1818-2018. Both are available. Mike Burg photograph

Wadsworth, O. police oﬃcers have worn traditional eagle-topped badges over
the years. Number “10” is a “unit number” shield in use from about 1947 into the
‘80s when the current style (right) was introduced. The current badge has a full
color state seal as the center design. Mike Burg photograph
When Karpis reached Wadsworth, he decided to release the doctor. They entered an
empty building, tied the doctor to a post and put a gag in his mouth. They ﬂed in his car
toward Toledo.
Burg points out national newspapers contacted Marshal Tommy Lucas about the case.
The marshal made headlines as far away as Los Angeles and Dallas.
The books represent a treasure trove of Rittman and Wadsworth police history. Although
they are located in adjacent counties, the cities border each other. As the author pointed
out, “Needless to say, we [Rittman] worked closely with Wadsworth PD because our bad
guys would come to Wadsworth and Wadworth’s bad guys would come to Rittman!”
Sadly, only a handful of small departments around the country have documented
histories. Burg deserves a great deal of credit for not only chronicling the history of both
agencies but preserving history that would have otherwise been lost forever.

Rittman police history Constables, Marshals and Patrolmen presents 183 years
of Rittman police history. The profusely-illustrated 155-page book describes bank robberies,
homicides and robberies, as well as the department’s badges, patches, uniforms and
vehicles.
Rittman law enforcement goes back to 1833. The ﬁrst lawmen were constables, who
served until 1910 when the city created a marshal’s oﬃce. Marshals and their deputies
patrolled the city until the police department was created in 1959.
Burg breaks down department history by decades, the 1960s through the 2010s. He
highlights crimes, notable achievements, milestones and personnel changes. Even though
he is a former chief, like any good historian, he tells the bad with the good. The “bad” being
terminations, labor disputes and civil lawsuits.
There is a photo gallery at the back of the book. A historic picture shows Space Shuttle
Astronaut Mike Foreman of Wadsworth who carried a Rittman police patch into space on
one of his ﬂights to the International Space Station. (Wonder if he also had a Wadsworth
emblem? After all, its his hometown!)
200 years service Wadsworth has had law enforcement since 1818, the year
after it became a township. Voters elected two constables. The lawmen worked out of their
homes.
Burg cited a 48-year gap in Wadsworth police history until 1866 when the township
became a village and the ﬁrst marshal was appointed. Interestingly, the new marshal
served for only a few weeks before he resigned.
A great story from Burg’s book relates how police dealt with the homeless in the 19th
century.
“During the tenure of Marshal Andy Herrington and his deputy, Henry Bricker, in the late
1800s, the village found itself overrun with tramps. The village council ordered a stone pile
be placed on the village square. The mayor would give each hobo a hearing in the morning,
ﬁne him $1 for vagrancy and then order the marshal to ensure that each hobo break
enough stone to pay for his breakfast. If it were necessary to haul any of the tramps oﬀ to
jail, Harrington would do so by putting the tramp in his wheelbarrow and taking him up to
the village jail.”
The long and colorful career of Marshal Tommy Lucas is a highlight. Burg rightly refers
to him as a legend. Lucas was elected marshal in 1911 and served ten consecutive terms,
often responding to calls on his bicycle or beloved motorcycle.
Marshal Lucas recovered stolen freight, conﬁscated moonshine, apprehended murder,
burglary and robbery suspects, broke up disturbances and ﬁghts and strictly enforced traﬃc
regulations.
He located shotguns (called riot guns) at several businesses throughout the city so
oﬃcers would have access to them on their foot patrol beats.
When Wadsworth became a city in 1931, Marshal Lucas was appointed the ﬁrst chief of
police. He remained as chief until 1945. In all, he served the community for 34 years. His

(Left) A marshal badge worn in Rittman, O. in the 1930s. Its a cutout eagletopped shield and shows the state seal. The city had a marshals department
from 1911 to 1959. (Right) Police Chief Charlie Hellman, who served the city
from 1937 to 1959, wore this badge. Mike Burg photograph

Sept.-Oct. 2020

POLICE COLLECTORS NEWS

Page 13

A closeup photo taken in November 2019 shows the badge of a Vallejo police
sergeant who has been involved in two fatal shootings. Is the three o’clock star
point of his star bent back? You be the judge. The police union president denied
badge bending exists. Contributed photograph

(Top) The current Wadsworth, O. patch is gold-on-black and features a full color
state seal. It was adopted in 2014. (Right) Patrolman Bernie Tighe designed the
left WPD emblem (left) in the ‘50s. The design was enlarged and updated in 1984.
These patches are red, blue and gold. Mike Burg photograph
career spanned World War I, the Great Depression and World War II.

Insignia reference books In addition to the department histories, Burg’s books
are a great reference guide for Ohio collectors on Rittman and Wadsworth badges and
patches. Collections of badges and patches are featured and documented.
Burg said book sales beneﬁt local historical societies.
Constables, Marshals and Patrolmen sells for $23. It can ordered from the Rittman
Historical Society, PO Box 583, Rittman OH 44270.
The History of Wadsworth Law Enforcement costs $25 and is available from the
Wadsworth Area Historical Society, 162 High Street, Wadsworth OH 44281.
I highly recommend both volumes. They make for fun, easy and entertaining reads.
MIKE R. BONDARENKO (2392 USH 12, Baldwin WI 54002) pcnews@baldwin-telecom.
net

Chicago Badge Collector
Thomas Blaul Has Died
CHICAGO, Ill. – Word has reached the hobby that longtime Chicago police badge
collector Thomas C. Blaul died last year. He was 77 years old.
Blaul was a long-serving Chicago police oﬃcer and worked at O’Hare International
Airport. He specialized in Windy City badges.
Veteran Chicago collector James Signorelli knew Blaul and traded with him over the
years. “I didn’t have any contact with him for the last several years,” he said. “I don’t know if
he still had a collection when he passed.”
Blaul was a “low key” collector who did not attend shows. However, he was an avid
PCNEWS reader and longtime subscriber.
Blaul was buried in his home town of Niles, Ill.

(Top) Rittman PD introduced this emblem design in 1998. It is a very colorful
design that depicts Native American heritage. (Bottom) The patch on the left was
worn in the late 1950s to the early 1960s. The small two-color patch on the right
was worn in the mid-’60s. Mike Burg photograph

Vallejo Chief
Orders Badge
Bending Probe
Vallejo, Calif. police Chief Shawney Williams is
conducting an investigation into allegations by a former
police captain that oﬃcers involved in fatal shootings bend
star points on their badges commemorate the event. The
police union denies the practice exists and called the
allegations a lie.
By Mike R, Bondarenko, Editor
VALLEJO, Calif. – Vallejo, Calif. police Chief Shawney Williams has launched a third
party investigation into allegations his department has a longstanding practice of “badge
bending.”
According to media reports, a former police captain claims Vallejo oﬃcers engaged in
something they call “badge of honor” by bending one of the star points on their badges after
being involved in a fatal shooting. Police in the Northern California city wear silver seven
point stars.
Chief Williams called the allegations “troubling and disturbing.” He said the independent
investigation will take several months.
Police union President Lieutenant Mike Nichelini, who is presently on administrative
leave for his involvement in a fatal shooting, said the badge bending allegations are untrue.
“It’s a lie,” he said.
Vallejo, a city of 122,000 in in the Bay Area, has the highest rate of fatal oﬃcer involved
shootings in Northern California and the third highest in California. City police have shot
and killed nine suspects since 2017.
The badge bending allegations were made by former captain John Whitney, who was
ﬁred last year for allegedly removing records from his department cellphone. Chief Williams
said another oﬃcer also told him badge bending has occurred.
Whitney told a local media outlet oﬃcers bend the three o’clock star point back after
fatally shooting a suspect. He claimed the three oﬃcers who ﬁred 55 rounds in the fatal
shooting of a 20-year-old Suisun City man in 2019 bent their badges. He also claimed at
least 14 of 51 Vallejo oﬃcers involved in fatal shootings since 2000 bent their badges as
well.
According to Whitney’s attorney, former Chief Andrew Bidou addressed badge
bending at a command staﬀ meeting in early 2019 and told supervisors to look at all their
subordinates’ badges. Ten badges with bent star points were collected but later returned to
oﬃcers with instructions to unbend them.
Mayor Bob Sampayan believes Whitney about badge bending. “Frankly, I believe John
spoke out about a negative culture on the Vallejo Police Department. His reputation was
soiled by those that did not want any dirty laundry aired,” he said. The mayor is a former
police sergeant and worked with him.
A person who claimed to be a Vallejo police oﬃcer sent an email to a local media outlet
that ﬁrst reported the allegations.
“The cops who shoot someone bend the tabs on their badges. Kind of like a notch on
the gun. It’s an indicator to each other how many hoodlums they’ve shot. They think it’s
funny,” the email said.
MIKE R. BONDARENKO (2392 USH 12, Baldwin WI 54002) pcnews@baldwin-telecom.
net

School Police Cuts The Los Angeles Uniﬁed School District (LAUSD) Board of
Education has approved an immediate 35 percent reduction in its police department, the
Los Angeles Times reported. The police budget was cut by $25 million. Sixty-ﬁve oﬃcers
will be laid oﬀ and 39 vacancies will not be ﬁlled. In addition, oﬃcers will no longer wear
uniforms or patrol oﬀ campus. The reductions came following weeks of protests by student
activists and community groups that wanted the police force eliminated. The controversial
move passed by one vote, four to three. With 410 sworn oﬃcers and more than 100 nonsworn school resource oﬃcers, LAUSD was the largest independent school district police
department in the country.
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A ﬁrst issue North Carolina State Highway Patrol emblem recently sold for
nearly $6800 in an online auction. It is believed to be an all-time record high for a
law enforcement insignia. The patch was introduced in 1929, the year the agency
was founded. The buyer is unknown. Contributed photograph

Record High
Prices For Old
SP/HP Patches
A recent online auction of early state police and highway
patrol emblems resulted in record high sale prices. A ﬁrst
issue North Carolina State Highway Patrol sold for nearly
$6800. The sale established a new all-time record for a
single law enforcement patch.
By Mike R. Bondarenko, Editor
SPECIAL – Early state police and highway patrol emblems sold for all-time record high
prices in a recent online auction.
A ﬁrst issue North Carolina Highway Patrol emblem sold for $6784.84. There were 55
bids.
A second issue Delaware State Police insignia topped out at $2950 among 24 bidders.
A ﬁrst issue Louisiana State Police patch sold for $2114. There were 19 bids.
Other high dollar winning bids were $2101 for a third issue Washington State Patrol,
$1850 for a third issue Florida Highway Patrol, $1225 for a fourth issue Texas Highway
Patrol, $1025.85 for a second issue Tennessee Highway Patrol, $787.77 for a ﬁrst issue
Kentucky State Highway Patrol and $565.55 for a ﬁrst issue Mississippi Highway Safety
Patrol.
Additional hefty winning bids for state police and highway patrol emblems were $560
for a ﬁrst issue North Carolina Highway Patrol embroidered on a shirt sleeve, $447.97 for
a ﬁrst issue Nebraska State Patrol, $355 for a ﬁrst issue Arkansas State Police, $313 for a
ﬁrst issue Rhode Island State Police, $210.27 for a ﬁrst issue Iowa Highway Patrol, $168.25
for a ﬁrst issue Ohio State Highway Patrol, $165.50 for a ﬁrst issue Missouri State Highway
Patrol and $127.50 for a ﬁrst or second issue Michigan State Police.
Ebay identiﬁed the seller as Auction Hunter, who uses the seller name “5440nicholas”
and has been online since 2005.
The North Carolina emblem that sold for nearly $6800 is believed to be an all-time
record high selling price for a single law enforcement cloth emblem. Previously, the record
was held by a ﬁrst issue Buena Park, Calif. Public Safety patch which sold for more than
$5000 earlier this year.
The record-setting patch was introduced in 1929, the year the Highway Patrol was
founded. Why it commanded the highest price and the most bids among numerous other

The ﬁrst Louisiana State Police patch was worn from 1936 to 1949. It has a gray
background and red legends and center design that depicts the state seal and
scales of justice. It went for $2114 in the online auction, which oﬀered early state
police and highway patrol patches. Contributed photograph
ﬁrst issue SP/HP emblems oﬀered in the same auction might be rarity.
North Carolina collector Jim Thomas said it is only the third known to have survived. “I
have one and the NCSHP has one. It is the highest price ever paid for a North Carolina
patch,” Thomas said.
The second issue Delaware debuted in 1929 and was worn until 1945.
The Louisiana emblem ﬁrst appeared in 1936 and was worn until 1939.
The auction, which took place in August, drew a variety of collector responses on social
media and in email sent to Police Collectors News, a few positive but most negative.
“Supply and demand. Super rare patches. The [auction] winners really wanted them. It’s
okay with me,” posted a New York collector.
“Wow! Hope they don’t start selling for this much at shows. Who carries that much
cash?” wrote a Florida collector.
“California prices are high. Now I know we’re not alone,” according to a California
collector.
“Absolutely ridiculous. Working or retired cops can’t aﬀord to pay $6800 for a patch. The
hobby is dead if this goes on,” an Ohio collector posted.
“Who’s buying these? Oil sheikhs? Movie stars? Millionaires? Not any cops I know,”
another California collector wondered.
“This is bad for the hobby. Now people are going to think all their old SP/HP stuﬀ is solid
gold. Patches aren’t worth that much money. The buyers are crazy and hurting the hobby,”
wrote a Missouri collector.
“So this is still a hobby? It’s an obsession for people who pay that much for patches. No
way. No how,” posted a Georgia hobbyist.
“Anyone is free to sell patches for any amount they choose. It’s a free market. But, this
makes the hobby more expensive than it already is. No wonder so many [collectors] are
getting out,” a Chicago collector wrote.
Finally, a Massachusetts collector injected some humor.
“Wish I had a few of those to sell myself. I could use a new truck!” he posted.
MIKE R. BONDARENKO (2392 USH 12, Baldwin WI 54002) pcnews@baldwin-telecom.
net

Kansas Family
Donates Badges
And Patches
The family of the late Kansas badge and patch collector
Tom Reed recently donated his law enforcement collection
to the Miami County Sheriﬀ’s Oﬃce in Paola. The
collection is now on permanent display in the agency’s
history room, which is open to the public. Reed died in
2019.
By Mike R. Bondarenko, Editor

The second issue Delaware State Police was worn from 1929 to 1945. It was
sewn into the shirt sleeve. It is known as the Blue Hen patch, named after the
state’s Revolutionary War company. The three chicks represent the three counties.
The insignia sold for $2950 in August. Contributed photograph

PAOLA, Kan. – Tom Reed grew up in Paola, Kan. He was a local businessman and
owed and operated an emporium in the small Miami County community.
Later, Reed and his wife moved to Horton in Brown County where they opened another
successful emporium in the even smaller city.
Reed became a reserve police oﬃcer in Horton and began collecting Kansas law
enforcement and ﬁrst responder insignia, mostly from Miami and Brown Counties. He had
extensive patch and badge collections, especially from Miami County.
Reed and his wife both died in 2019.
Recently, their family donated Reed’s patch and badge collections to the Miami County
Sheriﬀ’s Oﬃce history room, according to Sheriﬀ Frank Kelly. The displays are open to the
public.
Reed’s collection was displayed in three cases and an album.
One case contained Miami County and other local agency badges. Another case
featured Miami County and Paola patches, among many others from across Kansas. The
third case displayed badges from tribal, Illinois and Missouri agencies.
There was also an album of general United States patches.
Sheriﬀ Kelly and Undersheriﬀ Wayne Minckley accepted the collection from the family
and assured them it will be available to the public in the history room.
The donation is a ﬁtting legacy to a longtime Kansas collector.
MIKE R. BONDARENKO (2392 USH 12, Baldwin WI 54002) pcnews@baldwin-telecom.
net
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Miami County, Kan. Sheriﬀ Frank Kelly (left) and Undersheriﬀ Wayne Minckley
(right) show some of the collection that the family of the late Tom Reed donated
to the department history room. The collection includes patches and badges from
Kansas and surrounding states. Contributed photograph

Virginia Youngster
Collects Patches,
Challenge Coins
Seven-year-old Trevor Smith has wanted to be a police
oﬃcer since he was three years old. The Glade Hill, Va.
youngster collects patches and challenge coins. He won
a Halloween costume contest last year dressed as a state
trooper.
By Mike R. Bondarenko, Editor
GLADE HILL, Va.-- Youngster Trevor Smith has wanted to be police oﬃcer since he
was four years old. The Glade Hill, Va. youngster is already a patch and challenge coin
collector.
His mother, Sheila Smith, launched a Facebook campaign this summer to make her
son’s seventh birthday on September 1 special by asking law enforcement oﬃcers to
donate a patch or challenge coin as her son’s birthday present.
“Trevor asked for police patches and challenge coins again this year. He has always
loved everything to do with the police,” his mother, Sheila Smith, said.
When he was only three, Trevor wanted a police car so he could ﬁght crime. He has
been made an honorary deputy sheriﬀ, junior police patrolman and honorary state trooper.
Last year, he dressed as a Virginia state trooper for Halloween and won a prize for best
costume.
Sheila Smith said her son loves the video game “Cops and Robbers” and playing with
his police toys.
A retired Virginia state trooper donated his uniform hashmarks to Trevor for wear on his
state police uniform.
Smith said collectors who would like to send Trevor a patch from their department can
mail it to Trevor Smith, PO Box 154, Glade Hill VA 24092.
“He loves to get mail from police oﬃcers,” his mother said.
MIKE R. BONDARENKO (2392 USH 12, Baldwin WI 54002) pcnews@baldwin-telecom.
net

Wisconsin Police Impersonator Police impersonators are rare in Wisconsin.
However, an impersonator has been reported recently in Grant and Richland Counties
in the far southwest of the Badger State. The suspect has pulled over vehicles in both
counties and told motorists they could not drive without a permit because of the corona
virus pandemic. He was driving what authorities believe is a decommissioned law
enforcement vehicle with red and blue lights mounted in the windshield and a spotlight on
the driver side. He was wearing a light blue uniform shirt, black pants and a jacket with
generic “Sheriﬀ Department” patches.

Trevor Smith won a prize last Halloween for his Virginia State Police uniform
costume. The youngster has wanted to a police oﬃcer since he was three and
collects patches and challenge coins. His mother, Sheila Smith, said he loves the
police. Contributed photograph
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Nick Cain poses with a Thai police hat he was gifted by a Thai oﬃcer during
a military and civilian police reunion in 1986. The Colorado collector served as a
military police oﬃcer in Thailand and worked with civilian police. (His lightbar can
be seen in the upper left.) Contributed photograph

Letters To
The Editor
Column Brings Back Memories
Rick Uland’s “Patches From The Road” column about training Thai police back in the
1980s brought back some great memories of my 15 months assigned to the 25th Military
Police Company (MAC-Thailand) as a patrol sergeant working Thunder Road between
Camp Samae (Sattahip about 100 clicks south of Bangkok) and Vayama Deep Water Port.
There were a lot of joint patrols with the Thai police where I participated in over 2000
felony drug busts before the age of 21, and I didn’t even hold the record; some gung ho lifer
in CIS did.
I have shown a photo of the cap one of my Thai police pals gifted me at a reunion in
1986. (Yes, that is Sonic Code 3 lightbar atop my bookcase. Every copper should have one
in their personal library! It’s from my days as a street cop in North Metro Denver 1975 to
1981.)
NICK CAIN (PO Box 20825, Sedona AZ 86341)

Gonzalez Returns To Hobby
After a 20-year hiatus, I have returned to our great hobby of patch trading and collecting.
I re-subscribed to Police Collectors News. While I have been eager to connect with other
traders and collectors, I am surprised to see a shift in the newspaper in focusing much
more on law enforcement badges rather than patches. It appears to me that many of the
advertisements and “Bulletin Board” ads show this increased focus.
Don’t get me wrong. Badge collecting is an honorable hobby, but about us old-timer
patch collectors? Sure, lots of things have changed since the 1990s, more restrictions or
full bans on trading and collecting (like New York State has), a greater degree of scrutiny
and even mistrust of law enforcement collectors and now the COVID-19 pandemic!
I know I’m being selﬁsh, but where are all the patch collectors and traders? True, my
paltry collection of law enforcement patches is nowhere the size of you seasoned, veteran
collectors, but we all have to start small when we begin collecting. Besides, our hobby is a
lot safer and healthier than gambling or running around on your spouse!
In closing, it is my wish to see more patch collectors within these pages in the upcoming
issues.
Thank you for this soapbox opportunity.
STEPHAN GONZALEZ (2459 Brookshire Drive, Niskayuna NY 12309)

Donna Nelson Says Goodbye
On June 1, just one month short of 26 years, I made the diﬃcult decision to retire from
PCNEWS. I truly loved working there and will certainly miss it.

Donna Nelson worked as administrative assistant and circulation manager for
PCNEWS for 26 years from 1994 to 2020. She retired on June 1. Nelson attended
several collector shows, including a National in Massachusetts, and even hosted
one herself. Mike R. Bondarenko photograph
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Letters To The Editor ...Continued
Throughout those years, Mike and Paula did so much for me, and I would sincerely
thank them for everything they did!
During my employment, I attended several of the collector shows and had the privilege
of personally meeting many of the subscribers and show hosts.
Over the years, I also had the honor of having a few of you come to the oﬃce. What
awesome memories they provided me!
I will forever be grateful for the friendships I developed over those years with many of
the collectors, show hosts, advertisers and subscribers to PCNEWS, and I’m sure those
friendships will continue.
To all, I would like to thank each and every one of you for making my job at PCNEWS so
much fun. Going to miss you all!
DONNA NELSON (2744 CTH N, Wilson WI 54027)

Collector Assails USPS Slowdowns
I’m a retired cop and have been a collector for years. This is an awesome hobby for me.

I have gotten to know a lot of great people. It’s a lot of fun but not as much fun as it used to
be, at least for now.
I am not into politics, but something has to be done about the terrible slowdown in mail
delivery by the United States Postal Service. Because of where I live, Utah, I have to do all
of my trading through the mail.
What used to be reliable delivery is hit and miss at best. It now takes a week to ten days
to complete a trade, and I am sick and tired of getting calls and emails asking, ‘Where is my
trade?’
Why does mail delivery take a lot longer now than it did just a few years ago? What
happens to the patches or badges that never get delivered?
A problem is what collectors say about other collectors online. If you get a reputation of
being a ‘bad trader’ because collectors say they had to wait too long to get their trades, or
never got them even though you mailed them, it’s hard to undo it.
Only politicians can ﬁx the delivery problems. They need to do it soon because it’s
hurting the hobby.
J.W. MITCHELL via email
Mike R. Bondarenko ordered badge posters from Jim Casey, who shipped them in two
mailing tubes on August 17 at a USPS post oﬃce in Orangevale, Calif. The order arrived
at Bondarenko’s residence on September 4 after 19 days in transit by the United States
Postal Service. On August 24, a collector in Croatia mailed him patches to complete a
trade. The package arrived 14 days later on September 8. Thus, a package mailed in
Croatia arrived in Wisconsin in less time than one mailed from California. EDITOR

California Police Historian
The Official Publication of the California Law Enforcement Historical Society
Mike Bondarenko, Editor

The Commander Who Cared
The Clifford Weaver Story
Cliﬀord Henry Ford Weaver was born June 18, 1927 in Phoenix, Ariz. to Theodore and
Fannie Weaver. Cliﬀord was the second of six children.
Weaver lived in Phoenix until he moved to Oakland, Calif. to work in the shipyards
where he remained until he enlisted in the Army Air Force in 1945. He served two years in
Squadron “D” of the 413th Army Air Force based at Hamilton Field in California.
Upon his discharge, his family moved to Stockton, Calif. in 1947. He continued his
education in Stockton acquiring his associate degree at Delta Collage and bachelors
degree at Sacramento State. He then attended the College of the Paciﬁc for a lifetime
teaching credential.
It should be noted both San Joaquin County Sheriﬀs Carlos Sousa (1947) and Michael
Canlis (1960) were very progressive thinkers and open minded when it came to innovation
within their oﬃces. Because of their thinking, doors opened to a number of people who
became trailblazers; people whose successes not only brought credit upon themselves, but
also to the sheriﬀ’s oﬃce as a whole.
These individuals possessed a pioneer spirit, willing to tackle the task at hand and pave
the way for others to follow. They took the criticisms and the ridicule and helped to break
down existing barriers.
On September 3, 1957, Weaver was sworn as a deputy sheriﬀ by Sheriﬀ Sousa. This
created a ﬁrst for the oﬃce. He was the ﬁrst Black deputy to join the oﬃce.
From the very start of his career, Weaver took assignments in most all of the divisions.
He knew the only way to learn was to be an active participant in each division. He
continued to work various assignments gaining knowledge with each assignment.
In 1966, there was another ﬁrst. Weaver was promoted to the rank of sergeant, making
him the ﬁrst Black sergeant in our oﬃce.
As a sergeant, Weaver started the Community Service Detail with Deputies John Zunino
and Max Benitez working under him. (Deputy Zunino later became sheriﬀ.) This program
was widely heralded for innovation and helped build strong support and understanding
between the oﬃce and all segments of the community. This new unit was very important to
Sheriﬀ Canlis because he was very much a community-centered leader.

(Left) Cliﬀord Weaver was sworn in as a San Joaquin County deputy sheriﬀ in
1957. He was the ﬁrst Black department member. (Right) Weaver was also the
ﬁrst Black sergeant when he was promoted in 1966. He later became a lieutenant,
inspector and commander. R. Tod Ruse photographs

Universally known for his kind, caring and soft-spoken nature, Weaver ﬁrmly believed in
and supported a philosophy that Sheriﬀ Canlis lived by. First, “I’m not sure of anything” kept
him constantly looking at each situation with a clear mind and open eyes. Second, ”If you
don’t have the time, make it” made the oﬃce available to members of the public we serve
at all times. It was why people felt so cared about and satisﬁed when dealing with the oﬃce.
Weaver once again made department history when on June 10, 1971, he was promoted
to the rank of lieutenant. Yes, this made him the ﬁrst black lieutenant in the oﬃce. In fact,
he was one of only three black lieutenants in Northern California, the other two being in
Bakersﬁeld and Oakland.
As a lieutenant, Weaver was assigned to the position of watch commander. Deputies
assigned to his watch felt he was always very supportive and understanding.
Two years later, in 1973, there was another big advance for Weaver when he was
elevated to the rank of inspector and in a few months he was elevated to the rank of
commander.
As an inspector, his main area of concern was the budget. He was also the chief speech
writer for the sheriﬀ. When he made commander, he was assigned to the patrol division as
its commander. He held this position until he retired in 1978.
It should also be noted that shortly before his retirement, Sheriﬀ Canlis swore in Ruth
Weaver, Weaver’s daughter, as a deputy sheriﬀ in the Auxiliary Unit. She was a full-time
teacher in the Stockton Uniﬁed School District at the time.
Commander Weaver left a great legacy for our sheriﬀ’s oﬃce. He was deeply admired
throughout his career and respected by all that knew him.
I was contacted by Jeﬃe Weaver-Poore, Weaver’s granddaughter, on the Monday after
his passing. She was trying to write an obituary and had little information about his career.
She requested a meeting at the Sheriﬀ’s Oﬃce to share information so the obituary would
be complete.
We set up a meeting for the next day and were able to conﬁrm Weaver was the ﬁrst
Black deputy, sergeant, lieutenant, inspector and commander. All his positive contributions
were also conﬁrmed. At this point the sheriﬀ’s public information oﬃcers attended the
meeting to take photos and gather the new information to post it on the sheriﬀ’s Web site.
Weaver-Poore brought up another issue. The memorial service for him was to take place
in two days, but the public could not attend because of the pandemic. She wanted to know
if there could be some sort of tribute for her grandfather because he was a commander in
the Sheriﬀ’s Oﬃce.
Sheriﬀ Patrick Withrow was able to step into the meeting, and we updated him on all
the discussion topics. When he was advised of the memorial service issue, he told the
granddaughter the matter would he handled.
The family later reported the six-member Honor Guard arrived at the service and
presented a full honors ceremony, including a bugler playing Taps. An Air Force memorial
detail presented the United States ﬂag to the family.

(Left) Cliﬀord Weaver became a San Joaquin County SO inspector in 1973.
This was his badge. (Right) Only two months later, Weaver was promoted to
commander. This is his badge. Both stars were made by Ed Jones. They were
donated to the Sheriﬀ’s Oﬃce by his family. R. Tod Ruse photographs
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Sheriﬀ Carlos Sousa, who was highly regarded as a progressive, forward
thinking law enforcement oﬃcer, made Cliﬀord Weaver the ﬁrst Black deputy sheriﬀ
in department history. He is shown pinning a deputy sheriﬀ badge on him in 1957.
Weaver served until 1978. R. Tod Ruse photograph
The week following the memorial service, the Weaver family again asked if we could
meet at the Sheriﬀ’s Oﬃce. They had found more material dealing with his career. His
daughter and great- granddaughter attended the meeting.
Both were very thankful for the memorial service and presented the oﬃce with Weaver’s
inspector badge and his commander retirement badge. Both badges will be exhibited by the
oﬃce historian when presenting the history of the Sheriﬀ’s Oﬃce to our citizens academy
and other historical groups.
A historical preservation committee will be involved in setting up historical displays in the
various government buildings in San Joaquin County. One of our major goals is community
outreach and the various classes and displays center around signiﬁcant “ﬁrsts” within the
oﬃce.
Commander Weaver and all his contributions will deﬁnitely play a major role in the
history of the Sheriﬀ’s Oﬃce.
Submitted by R. Tod Ruse

CLEHS News Update
In Memoriam We remember David Schulberg, Hal Bjune, Joel Ruden and Stuart
Finkelstein. All of these California collectors recently died.
Annual Meeting Minutes The CLEHS usually holds the annual police
memorabilia collectors show in July in San Luis Obispo. Our corporate annual meeting is
held the day before the show.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the annual show was canceled, and we did not hold
the annual board of directors meeting in person this year. Instead, the meeting took place
electronically.
The agenda was (1) Meeting Minutes August 1, 2019, (2) Financial Report cash ﬂow as
of June 30, 2020, (3) Bank Statement as of June 19, 2020, (4) Membership Report with
membership and fund balance as of June 30 and (5) Board Approval email on August 6,
2019.
The board members were asked to review all ﬁve items and approve them. They did.
Submitted by Brian Smith, Secretary/Treasurer
Facebook Page Privatized The Friends of the California Law Enforcement
Historical Society Facebook page was recently changed from public to private, which
should provide better security. The page is open to members and non-members.
People who make Facebook membership requests must provide their real name and
agency aﬃliation. Those who do not agree to abide by our rules will not be admitted to the
page, even with the request of a current member.
We encourage the expansion of Facebook membership provided prospective members
follow the application instructions.
Submitted by Gary Hoving, President

Herb Lee joined the San Francisco Police Department as a patrolman in 1957.
He was the ﬁrst Chinese American member. Lee served for 30 years and held
the ranks of sergeant and inspector. He died of cancer in 2017 at 84. His memory
lingers at SFPD to this day. Contributed photographs

San Francisco Marks Third
Anniversary Of Herb Lee Death
This November marks the third anniversary of the death of Herb Lee, the San Francisco
Police Department’s ﬁrst Chinese American oﬃcer.
Lee, 84, died of cancer on November 1, 2017. He joined the department in 1957 as a
patrolman and rose to the rank of inspector. His groundbreaking career spanned 30 years.
A San Francisco native, Lee studied at San Francisco State University and spent two
years in the United States Navy.
“I am not sure if Herb was ever assigned to the Chinatown Squad. He did work
undercover as a young patrolman, but as to being oﬃcially assigned to the squad, I
don’t think so. However, assigned or not, he was an asset to assist the squad back in
those days,” said California collector Rick Uland, a former SFPD oﬃcer who was on the
department during Lee’s career and knew him.
According to his son, John, his father had a unique way of helping a troubled kid: taking
him ﬁshing for striped bass in San Francisco Bay. He did it countless times during his
career.
“My dad grew up with nothing. It was his way of helping a kid who started out with as
little as he did,” John Lee said.
His ﬁrst years on the department were spent undercover on the streets of Chinatown
where his ﬂuency and appearance were assets. He investigated gangs and tried to get
youths out of them. A lot of that work he did aboard his 29-foot ﬁshing boat, the Ah Choo,
which was berthed at Gaslight Cove.
“All the gang members knew him. He took a lot of them ﬁshing. When they were ﬁshing
on his boat, they were just kids. I remember once, one gang was getting oﬀ his boat when
a rival gang was getting on. There was no problem. They were just there to ﬁsh,” his son
said.
After Lee was promoted to sergeant, he became executive director of the Police Athletic
League which oversaw athletic and enrichment programs for poor children. Many of his
PAL cadets became police oﬃcers.
Former police Chief Bill Scott called Lee “a true pioneer.”
“His eﬀorts to recruit more law enforcement oﬃcers of color helped make the SFPD one
of the most diverse police departments in the country. He was a beloved friend, mentor and
colleague and a shining example of how one person can make a positive diﬀerence,” he
said.
Lee worked as an inspector in the juvenile and narcotics divisions. He toured schools
and conducted drug education assemblies, often accompanied with his all-police rock band,
Electric Blue. He was the lead vocalist.
“He was a class act,” Uland said.
Submitted by Mike R. Bondarenko and Rick Uland

Prized Patch Collection Lost
In Recent California Wildfire

The family of San Joaquin County Sheriﬀ’s Oﬃce Commander Cliﬀord Weaver
donated his uniform to the department. It includes his hat and jacket with his
Ed Jones-made badge. The uniform will be part of the department’s historical
preservation collection. R. Tod Ruse photograph

Dale Crist served 27 years with the Solano County Sheriﬀs Department before his
retirement. He and his wife were able to escape one of the LNU Lightning Complex
wildﬁres in late August. However, their home was one of more than 154 residences
destroyed in the blaze.
Crist had a complete collection of California sheriﬀs department shoulder patches that
he was very proud of. It was destroyed in the ﬁre, along with remainder of his collection.
Now, a family member, Whitney Lowe, who is a California Highway Patrol oﬃcer, is
trying to collect patches to help Crist rebuild his collection. (He is unaware of the eﬀort.)
Ohio collector Bill Swank is a friend of Lowe’s and helping spread the word around the
hobby in the event there are collectors who would like to help. “A man of service who has
never stopped giving back to those in need,” he said. (The family is not seeking money
donations.)
Collectors willing to contribute patch or two can send them to: Oﬃcer Whitney Lowe,
California Highway Patrol Golden Gate Division Air Ops, 3500 Airport Road, Napa CA
94558.
According to CAL FIRE, the LNU Lightning Complex was a collection of eight diﬀerent
wildﬁres that killed ﬁve people, burned 375,000 acres and destroyed nearly 1500 buildings
in three North Bay counties. It began with a series of lightning strikes on August 16 to
spread to two additional counties before it was ﬁnally contained on Labor Day Weekend.
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Submitted by Bill Swank and CAL FIRE

Retired Solano County sheriﬀ’s deputy Dale Crist and his wife lost their home to a
wildlife in late August. He lost his prized patch collection that included a complete set of
California sheriﬀ patches. A family member is collecting patches in an eﬀort to help Crist
restart his collection. Contributed photograph

Howard Hughes Deputy
Sheriff Badge Sold
A badge the Los Angeles County sheriﬀ once presented to business tycoon and celebrity
Howard Hughes in the late 1920s or early 1930s sold for $9500 on an Internet auction site
on July 23.
Sheriﬀ William Traeger, who served from 1921 to 1932, made Hughes a reserve deputy
and gave him a gold-colored six-point, ball-tipped star with a walking bear as the center
design.
The blue legends on the front read, “DEPUTY SHERIFF/ LOS ANGELES/ COUNTY/
A115.” On the back is engraved “PRESENTED TO/ HOWARD R. HUGHES/ BY WILLIAM
TRAEGER.”
The Hughes badge was presented in a tri-fold leather badge wallet when it was sold.
Beginning in the mid-1920s, Hughes was a successful Hollywood movie producer in the
early days of the ﬁlm industry and quickly became a prominent Los Angeles resident.
Sheriﬀ Traeger was appointed in 1921. He was elected to three four-year terms (1922,
1926 and 1930). He resigned the oﬃce to run for Congress in 1932 and won. However, he
served only one two-year term.
The star carried a minimum bid of $600 and was valued between $600 to $800. It sold
for over ten times that amount.
The badge was oﬀered for sale by the Hughes estate.
Submitted by Mike R. Bondarenko

(Top) A rare Los Angeles police Series Two six-point star was oﬀered for $5000
during the CLEHS virtual show. (Lower left) Adam Winer took bids on this Palm
Springs badge with a $500 price tag. (Lower right) A rare SFPD Buildings and
Grounds badge has a new home. Contributed photographs
The format of the show was open, meaning collectors could accept oﬀers or list a ‘buy it
now’ price. Once a buyer and seller agreed, they posted ‘Sold’ in the comments and worked
out payment and shipping arrangements through messaging.
There were no merchandise guarantees as in the professional auction sites, but there
was also no fee to list or sell.
CLEHS did request a donation at the end of the sale from the sellers, who have typically
been generous. After all, there are no table fees, transportation costs or eBay ransom to
pay
The types of items listed cross the spectrum from old to current, including badges,
patches and related artifacts.

A Los Angeles County deputy sheriﬀ badge presented to business tycoon and
celebrity Howard Hughes by Sheriﬀ William Traeger in the late 1920s to the early
1930s recently sold for $9500, more than ten times the appraised value. The
badge came in a tri-fold wallet. Contributed photograph

Second Virtual Collectors
Show Held In California
The California Law Enforcement Historical Society was forced to cancel the San Luis
Obispo Collectors Show scheduled on July 11. Restrictions imposed by the California
governor prohibited our gathering through an emergency executive order.
The popular show was to be held at the beautiful campus of Cuesta College located
midway between San Luis Obispo and Morro Bay.
To combat this unacceptable situation, we organized a second virtual collectors show on
our Friends of the California Law Enforcement Historical Society Facebook page.
The sale or trade of any items is generally prohibited on the page as we restrict content
exclusively to the history of law enforcement with a major focus on insignia. That policy
was created to keep it as a learning tool and not just another swap site, which has been
appreciated by the members.
We waived our anti-sale and swap policy from 8 am to 1 pm on July 11, which mirrored
our typical show hours. In reality, postings were permitted upon opening of the site about
6:30 am, which gave a little jump to early birds.

(Top) Dennis Shell put this badge and patch set from the Garden Grove Police
Department up for sale during the CLEHS virtual show. A nice sergeant badge.
(Bottom) A rare, obsolete Rio Vista patch and badge went on the block during the
virtual show. Contributed photographs
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Thank you, Keith Bushey, for your hard work in preserving the history of this great
profession.
We can all look forward to regaining our pre-virus freedoms. Every collector should add
the Bushey Collection to your “must see” bucket list.
Submitted by Gary Hoving, CLEHS President

Jim Casey’s beautiful, highly-detailed badge posters were part of the California
Law Enforcement Historical Society virtual show on July 11. The longtime collector
and historian is out with a series of posters showing some of the best badges from
one of most recent books. Contributed photograph
There were a few sellers who oﬀered peripheral items, such as thin blue line face
masks, “I got your 6” helicopter shirts and mugs and a variety or supportive pieces.
Very few issues or conﬂicts arose during the show. Some voiced concern that sellers did
not post photos of the backs of badges. This will be considered for a policy revision at the
next event. No complaints were heard regarding failure to pay or displeasure with the items
received.
I have shown some of items oﬀered. For the most part, the selling prices were fairly
typical of other California shows but lower than selling prices on eBay.
We are not implying that the virtual show should ever replace our tradition collector show
format. The social aspect is greatly missed. The ability to handle and inspect a piece before
purchase and the thrill of the chase is diminished in the virtual format. But, until we are able
to regain a safer environment to hold our shows, the virtual shows will continue.
The Third Virtual Collectors Show will take place on October 17. Items may be listed
for sale at a ﬁxed price, best oﬀer or for trade. All purchase agreements are made through
messaging or phone and not handled online. CLEHS oﬀers no guarantee or protection to
any buyer or participant. All rights are retained to delete items without cause and there are
no property rights expressed to any viewer or participant.
All PCNEWS readers are welcome to join the Friends of the California Law Enforcement
Historical Society Facebook page, which is required to participate in the virtual show.
However, we are a private group, so you must answer all questions posed upon application
to gain acceptance.
Submitted by Gary Hoving, CLEHS President

Who are these masked men? Display award winners from the ﬁrst Livermore,
Calif. show! (Left to right) Phil Colonnelli (“Best Patch”), Scott Welch (“Best of
Show”) and Jess Tovar (“Best Badge”). Host Matthew Hutchens is shown on the
far right. Gary Hoving photograph

Livermore Hosts First PostPandemic Insignia Show
When Livermore hosted the ﬁrst Tri-Valley Police Collectors Show on August 29, it
was the ﬁrst opportunity California collectors had to get together to buy, sell or trade since
before the COVID-19 pandemic.
Host Matthew Hutchens described the show near Oakland in Alameda County as “small
but mighty.”
With 12 pandemic-related regulations in eﬀect, tableholders and guests had their
temperatures taken before they entered the hall, wore masks throughout the show and

Collectors Marvel At Keith
Bushey’s Incredible Collection
One of the most outstanding collections of law enforcement memorabilia to be found
anywhere in the world resides at the home of Keith Bushey in Los Angeles.
Considered the dean emeritus of badge collectors, an upstairs room in Bushey’s home
is literally a museum in which is displayed his incredible collection of California and other
badges from across the country.
One of the rarest pieces is a pre-Series One badge. It is shown with a full set of its
predecessors. A list of the other precious gems in the collection would be endless.
A few comments from collectors who have seen the collection:
“It is truly a once in-a- lifetime experience,” Gary Teragawa said.
“Like stepping back in time. The stories these badges could tell of the law men and
women who wore them. It was a privilege to see Keith’s collection and visit with them,”
Dennis Shell commented.
Pat Olvey called him the California Legend.
“Keith is a true American treasure. An incredible leader who freely shares his extensive
experience from both law enforcement and as a ‘mustang’ in the Marine Corps. Getting to
know Keith and his family has been a distinct honor and pleasure,” Kent Jeﬀries said.

A collage of displays in Keith Bushey’s incredible, one-of-a-kind law
enforcement memorabilia collection in his Los Angeles home. The veteran
collector is a retired Los Angeles Police Department commander and a retired
United States Marine Corps colonel. Gary Hoving photograph

After the Livermore show, Gary Hoving kidded Phil Colonnelli that he is
going to have to build an addition to his house to hold all of his display contest
awards. The retired Inglewood police oﬃcer won “Best Patch Display” for his
collection of regular and subdued sheriﬀ patches. Phil Colonnelli photograph
were required to maintain social distance. Collectors who handled badges or patches had
to wear gloves. Hand sanitizer was available throughout the hall.
CLEHS President Gary Hoving said there were some table cancellations and a few no
shows in the aftermath of the ongoing pandemic. There were 20 tables, which is a small
number for a California show.

“Tri-Valley” was the ﬁrst post-pandemic law enforcement insignia show in
California. Not a whole lot of social distancing in this early morning picture
but, generally, collectors and tableholders complied with the “stay safe” rules,
especially the mandatory face masks. Gary Hoving photograph
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“Best of Show” honors at the “Tri-Valley” show went to Oakland collector
Scott Welch for his museum-quality exhibit of pubic safety insignia, artifacts and
memorabilia from Oakland. He is a retired city police oﬃcer. (Notice the large
bottle of hand sanitizer at the far right?) Gary Hoving photograph
Yet, despite the pandemic precautions, which were enforced, there were about 20 tables
and a very spirited display contest. Collectors were eager to buy, sell and trade.
“Best of Show” went to Scott Welch for his one-of-a-kind Oakland public safety
collection, which features mostly police but also some ﬁre badges, patches and other
artifacts and memorabilia. Interestingly, while San Francisco PD across the Bay is heavily
collected, there are very few Oakland collections.
Phil Colonnelli, a former Inglewood police oﬃcer (1973 to 2004), won “Best Patch
Display” for his exhibit of emblems from California sheriﬀ departments in regular and
subdued styles.
The “Best Badge Display” winner was Jess Tovar. He showed his Stanislaus County
Sheriﬀs Department collection. He has worked for the agency since 1991.
“The doors opened to the public at 8 am, and all were screened, including temperature,
questioned and then arm banded as approval for entry,” Hoving said.
Art Pegg had some of the busiest tables because he oﬀered the late Stuart Finkelstein’s
incredible early California police department patch collection for sale. A lot of money
changed hands, Hoving said.
“At the show, I arranged to purchase a set of Redlands PD patches These patches
were from the Finkelstein collection. Pegg was selling the collection with all proceeds
going to the family. While this was a wonderful gesture for the family, it is also presented
an opportunity to score some extremely rare patches. I drove to Long Beach the weekend
after the show, completed the deal and then returned home. The total drive time was about
nine hours, which was worth the additions to my collection.”
“Overall, the show was much smaller than the typical event. However, it was a welcome
addition to the California circuit and a great ﬁrst show eﬀort by the hosts. We look forward
to to an even better show next year post-COVID-19 concerns,” he concluded.
Co-hosts were Jarrod Nunes, Nick Kanaya and Greg Gilstrap.
“Thank you to everyone who came out to support us,” Hutchens said.
Submitted by Gary Hoving. Matthew Hutchens and Mike R. Bondarenko

The Los Angeles Police Relief Association published a souvenir book in 1911.
It shows vintage photos of staﬀ members, as well as lists of oﬃcers killed on duty
or who died in service. Gary Hoving believes it is an original publication because
there is no reprint date. Gary Hoving photograph

LAPD Police Relief Association
Published a 1911 Souvenir Book
In my collection is an early book on the Los Angeles Police Department from 1911,
Annual Souvenir 1911, published by the Police Relief Association.
While I have had this book in my collection for many years, it appears to be an original.
There are no reprint dates.
There are many fascinating details about the LAPD, including staﬀ ﬁgures, names of
oﬃcers killed on duty, names of oﬃcers who died in service and a complete list of all staﬀ
from top to bottom.
I have show some images from the book.
I have also shown the retirement badge of Oﬃcer Ray E. Cottle who served from 1899
until 1931, an incredible forty-two and one-half years.
Hopefully, you will ﬁnd these images as entertaining as I did.
Submitted by Gary Hoving, CLEHS President

Mountain View Police Return
Badges Stolen Long Ago
“I can’t believe it.”
After months of searching, the stolen badges of a retired Santa Clara County Sheriﬀs
Department sergeant have been returned to his family.
On February 9, 2019, Mountain View oﬃcers on patrol arrested a man and a woman
who were driving a stolen car. During a search of the car, oﬃcers removed, among other
items, badges that once belonged to the sergeant who had retired from the agency many
years ago.
We knew these badges needed to be returned, but we soon learned through our
investigation that the retired deputy had passed away. When we discovered that news, our
oﬃcers continued to look to see if there are any family members that may like to have the
badges returned to them.
After months of searching, our oﬃcers learned that one of the sergeant’s grown
daughters lived locally, and yesterday (September 2) the original patrol oﬃcer on the case,
who now works in our investigative division, was able to meet with her and return her
father’s badges.
Closing the loop, being to bring able to bring closure, even all these months later, made
this case. And, we were happy to do so.
Submitted by Mountain View Police Department

A Los Angeles Police Harbor Patrol squad picture published in the 1911 souvenir
book. The captions summarizes the consolidation of Los Angeles with San Pedro
and Wilmington that made the city a seaport. The Harbor Patrol had 12 oﬃcers. A
sergeant was in charge. Gary Hoving photograph

Charles E. Sebastian was the Los Angeles chief in 1911 when the Police Relief
Association published the souvenir book in Gary Hoving’s collection. He rose
through the ranks to serve as chief from 1911 to 1915. Sebastian later became the
ﬁrst oﬃcer to be elected mayor. Gary Hoving photograph

Gary Hoving’s collection features this great Los Angeles Police Department
retirement badge presented to Policeman Ray E. Cottle in 1931. He served as a
city police oﬃcer from 1889 to 1931, an incredible forty-two and one-half years. It
is beautifully engraved on the back. Gary Hoving photograph
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Stuart Finkelstein (right) receives one of many display contest awards he won
from Gary Hoving (left), California Law Enforcement Historical Society president,
during the 2005 San Luis Obispo show. He won “Best Patch Display.” Finkelstein
specialized in ﬁrst issues. Gary Hoving photograph

Veteran California Collector
Stuart Finkelstein Dies At 78
Stuart (Stu) Finkelstein, a longtime collector of California law enforcement patches,
passed away on June 26.
Finkelstein retired as a lieutenant with the Garden Grove Police Department in 2004. His
career spanned 32 years. He joined the department as a patrol oﬃcer in 1972.
Upon his retirement 16 years ago. he relocated his family to Thousand Palms near Palm
Springs.
Taken from us by cancer at 78, Finkelstein was surrounded by his family, including wife,
Sherry, son Steven and daughter Cindy, when he died.
His great friend and fellow collector, Art Pegg, and Finkelstein were constant
companions at many California shows over the years.
Finkelstein’s collection of obsolete and ﬁrst-issue California patches was one of the most
complete ever compiled.
He was a frequent display contest award recipient for his exhibits, including the long
running San Luis Obispo show, and will be missed on the California collecting scene.
It was Finkelstein’s desire that no memorial service take place
Submitted by Gary Hoving

LAPD Responded In Force To
Proposed “Free Venice” Parade
Southern California celebrated the Fourth of July 1969 with patriotic, ﬂag-waving
parades in Paciﬁc Palisades, West Covina and Claremont.
Things were diﬀerent in the aﬄuent Los Angeles coastal beach neighborhood of Venice
after the Los Angeles Police Commission denied a Free Venice Organizing Committee
request for a July 4th parade permit on the boardwalk. The Police Department strongly
opposed granting the permit.
The secessionist Free Venice group consisted of anti-LAPD activists who advocated
Venice secede from Los Angeles and form a city with its own police department. (The
former city of Venice was annexed by Los Angeles in 1926.)
The activists took a strong public stance against the Police Department in the aftermath
of police response to anti-Vietnam War protests and the 1965 Watts Riots, which took place
after allegations a White police oﬃcer mistreated a Black motorist.
The activist parade down the boardwalk was to end at the Venice Pavilion where
organizers would read their “Declaration of Independence,” which included a lengthy list of
grievances against the police.
“The LAPD has terrorized our community, breaking into our homes, conﬁscating our
property, harassing and arresting residents without justiﬁcation, beating residents on the
streets and in jail and denying us use of public places for lawful assembly. An independent
city of Venice could have a police force that is non-violent,” the declaration read.
De-annexation was legally possible if a majority of residents voted for it. The Fourth
of July parade was planned as the kickoﬀ for an independence campaign in the
neighborhood.
The Police Commission held a hearing on the permit application but unanimously
rejected it. Free Venice organizers expected about 700 people and promised a “festive
march with children, ﬂags and balloons.” LAPD countered it expected 30,000 people on the
Venice beach for the holiday weekend and a boardwalk parade would block emergency
vehicle access to the beach.
Following the denial, the LAPD received intelligence Free Venice activists would march
on the boardwalk without a parade permit and mobilized a massive police presence that
included police boats oﬀshore, helicopters, a mobile command post and preparations to
hold hundreds of arrested people.
Police turned out in force on July 4. Oﬃcers lined both sides of the boardwalk and Los
Angeles television stations oﬀered live coverage. However, the parade never took place.
Instead, activists staged a hastily-organized “silent vigil” protests at the Venice police
station.
Ultimately, the Free Venice movement failed and the community remains a Los Angeles
neighborhood 50 years later.
In light the present Defund The LAPD movement in Los Angeles, Free Venice is a
reminder that history, including police history, often repeats itself.
Submitted by Mike R. Bondarenko

End California Police Historian
San Diego Insignia Well-known California collector Michael Rich has a Facebook
page devoted to San Diego County law enforcement badges and patches. Fifty albums
show hundreds of photographs of insignia from federal, county and municipal agencies
throughout the county. Native American tribal insignia is also featured. Rich, who is from
San Diego, specializes in San Diego County insignia.

(Upper left) A Border Patrol Police shield with an elephant and rider. (Upper
right) Border Patrol Police Special Forces with a tiger and lightning bolt. (Lower
left) Border Patrol Police Motorcycle Unit. (Lower right) A Border Patrol Police
beret ﬂash for Unit 514. Rick Uland photographs

Patches From
Beyond The Road
By Rick Uland, Staﬀ Writer
SAN FRANCISCO, Calif. – In this, my second column of “Patches From Beyond The
Road,” I will again, as in my ﬁrst column, deal with foreign police patches. I will showcase
various patches from Thailand and deal almost entirely with the Border Patrol Police and
National Police regional police units.
During the mid to late 1980s, while assigned as a law enforcement advisor and police
training oﬃcer to various foreign agencies and departments in numerous Asian countries, I
was at all times oﬃcially based out of Bangkok. As a result of being based out of Thailand,
I spent a large percentage of my time working assignments in the country and countries
bordering on Thailand.
Most of the time while working in and around Thailand, I was on assignments in the
ﬁeld. In the ﬁeld meant activities spent in some pretty far ﬂung, remote and out of the way
places in jungles, traversing rivers and areas in what was referred to as Up Country. These
assignments and duties often had me working with Border Patrol Police, regional police

(Upper left) Border Patrol Police Volunteer Defense Corps shows a ﬁgure with
a riﬂe and bayonet. (Upper right) Thai Highway Police emblem with a shield and
sword. (Lower left) and right) A set of National Police insignia from Region 2,
which is the Amnet Charoen province. Rick Uland photographs
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(Left to right) Newport News Fire Department (1880s), Phoebus Police
(1895), Norfolk Police (1950), Wythe Fire Department (1960s), Hampton Police
(1980s) and Hampton Fire Department (1880s). These are badges that Ed
Sachs collected from Virginia. Ed Sachs photograph

(Upper left) A semi-subdued emblem for the SWAT Team from National
Police Region 4. (Upper right) A National Police Region 1 emblem from Samut
Songkhram province. (Bottom) The Chantaburi Province police chief greets Rick
Uland upon his arrival to advise his staﬀ. Rick Uland photographs

Patches From Beyond ...Continued
and units of the Armed Forces.
Of course, as a collector, such assignments and interaction with all these various
agencies and units was a virtual treasure trove when it came to obtaining patches, insignia,
badges and other hobby-related collectibles.
In the real world of collecting and having been collecting for 45 years, I can pretty much
say without question that when it comes to the sheer number of all sorts of collectible
memorabilia, Thailand is number one on top of the collecting heap. What I mean is I have
found no other country with the almost limitless numbers and varieties of patches, badges,
insignia, medals and all things uniform speciﬁc as I found in Thailand.
As I write future columns, I will, of course, write about and show patches and insignia
from many other Asian countries that I was both fortunate and lucky to have worked in
when it came to advisory and training activities.
I hope showing and writing about the various Asian police, law enforcement and related
military insignia that I was fortunate to have obtained on the ground and from sources, will
instill a lot of interest in many collectors who may not really have much interest in foreign
collectibles.
When I say on the ground and from the sources, I mean to have been fortunate to have
obtained these items hand to hand from the actual units and personnel assigned to these
units. That being in comparison to picking up a patch or a few patches here and there at a
collectibles show, on the Internet or in a box at the local ﬂea market.
RICK ULAND (PO Box 460211, San Francisco CA 94146)

Patriotic Peninsula
Police Badges And
The Tidewater Tin
When Ed Sachs was stationed in Virginia, he fell in love
with an area of the state he calls the “Patriotic Peninsula,”
which is also known as the Tidewater. Its a hotbed of
military and local enforcement that Sachs has embraced in
his badge collection.
By Ed Sachs, Guest Writer

Jeremy’s Alcohol Collection Jeremy Benjamin maintains a unique Web site
dedicated to alcoholic beverage law enforcement emblems. Jeremy’s Alcohol Collection.
The well done site features the current alcohol enforcement patches from every state as
well as his collections from each state. Benjamin also shows traders and pays tribute to
his grandfather, Tommy Fox, a Lexington County, S.C. deputy sheriﬀ who was killed in the
line of duty in 1970.

COLUMBUS, O – One of the most interesting places I was stationed was three hours
south of Washington, D.C. in Hampton, Va.
It is an extremely patriotic area with military bases like Fort Monroe, Fort Eustis, Langley
Air Force Base and Navy bases at Norfolk, Portsmouth, Little Creek and Oceania.
Some major towns are Hampton, Newport News, Virginia Beach (a great beach and
boardwalk) and Norfolk.
The area has fascinating historic sites like Yorktown, Jamestown and Williamsburg.
If you miss going to badge shows and want to do something interesting, I recommend
vacationing here. One of my favorite pastimes was going to numerous restaurants and
seafood buﬀets, although I do not know if they are oﬀering open food displays with
COVID-19 around!
I have shown some Hampton area badges.
(Top row left) Newport News Fire Department is from the 1880s. No hallmark.
Newport News is known for one of the greatest shipyard complexes in the world. The
shipyards opened in 1886 and have built 800 ships. They currently build all our aircraft
carriers and half our nuclear submarines. They were also an embarkation port for many
troops going to Europe during World War I and World War II.
In solidarity with the military, Newport News has four military museums with focuses
on the Armed Forces, military transportation (on Fort Eustis) and sea power (Mariners
Museum).
(Top row center) Phoebus Police is from 1895. It is hallmarked Liepsner.
Phoebus is only 80 acres in size and has a population of about 10,000. Oﬃcially, it is the
town where Fort Monroe is located. During the Civil War, it was a refuge for runaway slaves

(Left) Rick Uland rides with a Thai Customs Drug Interdiction unit watercraft
on the Nan River headed toward the border with Laos in the 1980s. (Right) Uland
prepares for a training week with the combined military and police Special Action
Group, a joint civilian and military unit. Rick Uland photographs

(Left to right) Assistant Chief NASA/ USAF Fire (Langley AFB) (1990s), NASA
Langley Plant Protection (1960s), Langley Fire Department (1970s), Norfolk Naval
Shipyard Portsmouth K-9 (1990s), USAF Disaster Response (1990s) and Military
Police No. 148 (1940s). Ed Sachs photograph

under the protection of the fort.
(Top row right) Norfolk Police is from the 1950s. The hallmark has been rubbed out
except for the location, “Suﬀolk Virginia.”
Norfolk PD has slightly less than 900 personnel. Wikipedia shows the badge displayed
in the photo here is still their current badge. The department serves about a quarter-million
residents, including numerous military personnel and tourists who visit the seaport area.
Norfolk is home to the Nautilus Museum which includes the World War II battleship, USS
Wisconsin.
(Bottom row left) Wythe Fire Department is from the 1960s. No hallmark.
Wythe is a section of Hampton named for George Wythe, a signer of the Declaration of
Independence. It’s a beach community west of downtown Hampton. Because it was less
populated than downtown, it was here that British troops landed during the Revolution and
War of 1812 to burn Hampton.
(Bottom row center) Hampton Police is from the 1980s. No hallmark.
Hampton was established in 1609. British troops came ashore in 1755 and marched into
Pennsylvania to assist us in the French and Indian War.
Immediately north of Hampton can be found the Revolutionary War sites of Yorktown,
Jamestown and Williamsburg.
Civil War sites can be found closer to Richmond.
The Police Department has 300 oﬃcers and serves 135,000 residents.
(Bottom row right) Hampton Fire Department is from the 1880s. No hallmark.
Oﬀshore from Hampton is Hampton Roads, a body of water that separates the Virginia
peninsula from Norfolk. It was in Hampton Roads that the epic sea battle between the
Monitor and the Merrrimac (CSS Virginia) occurred in 1862.
I have also shown some Hampton area military badges.
(Top row left) Assistant Chief National Aeronautics and Space Administration and United
States Air Force from Langley Air Force Base is from the 1990s. Nielson hallmark.
Langley was a major NASA research center before space projects were moved to Cape
Canaveral and Houston. It was the home of Project Mercury research. It was the setting
for feature ﬁlm Hidden Figures, which chronicled the story of female mathematicians who
worked on the space program. And, it is the home of the infamous “Vomit Center,” the
modiﬁed Boeing KC-135 tanker that was used for astronaut weightlessness training. The
astronauts named it for the queasiness that weightlessness can cause.
(Top row center) NASA Langley Protection is from the 1960s. No hallmark.
About a half mile north of the NASA Langley Center is the Bethel Manor Military Housing
Area. This is the site of the Civil War battle of Big Bethel, which was fought in May 1861
about six weeks before the Battle of Manasses.
The Union suﬀered 76 casualties versus only ten for the Confederacy in the battle
because two Union forces approached the rebels from two diﬀerent directions. Each
thought the other Union force was the enemy. This alerted the Rebels to their approach and
the location of the Yankees.
(Top row right) Langley Fire Department is from the 1970s. No hallmark.
In 1775, the HMS Liberty, a British Navy ship, washed ashore at Langley during a
hurricane. It was boarded by Virginia Militia patriots who conﬁscated all the weapons and
gunpowder, then set the ship on ﬁre.
Langley is home to one of the nation’s oldest airﬁelds. It was from here in 1921 that Billy
Mitchell took oﬀ in a bomber and proved that aircraft could sink a battleship.
(Bottom lower left) Norfolk Naval Shipyard Portsmouth K-9 is from the shipyard. It
carries a Blackinton hallmark.
The Navy has two major establishments in Norfolk, the naval base and the shipyard.
The shipyard is on the west bank of the Elizabeth River in Portsmouth Township, which
causes some confusion. Its original name was Gosport Shipyard. It was established in
1767.
Another major naval installation is the Portsmouth Naval Hospital. It was built in 1827
and currently has over 300 beds.
(Bottom row center) USAF Disaster Response is from the 1990s. It is hallmarked
Blackinton.
These badges were used by disaster forces deployed out of Langley. Unfortunately,
an all too common utilization of these personnel is responding no farther than Langley
dealing with numerous ﬂoods originating from Chesapeake Bay due to recent East Coast
hurricanes.
(Bottom row right) Military Police Number 148 is from the 1940s. No hallmark.
Badges of this type were used at Fort Monroe, Fort Eustis and Langley Army Airﬁeld
(when Langley belonged to the Army Air Corps prior to 1948).
Finally, I think this part of Virginia is a great place for collectors to visit and a great
distraction from COVID-19.
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Mike Lucas is putting together quarterly displays devoted to Maricopa County
Sheriﬀs Oﬃce history at the agency’s Durango Training Center. This one shows
collections of MCSO badges and old photographs. Lucas hopes interest in the
displays will result in a museum. Mike Lucas photograph

Collecting
News From
Arizona
By Mike Lucas, Staﬀ Writer
MESA, Ariz. – The Phoenix Police Museum is currently closed.
The windows and doors are protected with plywood due to recent protests and riots
in Phoenix. Numerous downtown buildings, including the Federal Courthouse, suﬀered
smashed windows and graﬃti damage.
Investigations are underway into the damage and several suspects have been identiﬁed.
They have been arrested or will be arrested for numerous felonies and misdemeanors. The
suspects in these cases will be prosecuted, unlike many other jurisdictions throughout the
country.
It is unfortunate that the museum reopening is delayed and impacted by COVID-19
concerns.

Next time In these times dominated by COVID-19, a look at the badges being worn
by health care professionals helping keep us all safe will appear in the next issue.
ED SACHS (3140 Denver Avenue, Columbus OH 43209)

Maricopa County displays The Maricopa County Sheriﬀs Oﬃce does not have a
museum. However, there are footsteps that hopefully will lead to consideration and support
for one in the not too distant future.
I am tasked to do a static display at the department’s Durango training center. The
display will change every quarter. There are plans to expand.
The ﬁrst three displays were January 1 to March 31, April 1 to June 30 and July 1 to
September 30. The ﬁnal display for the year will be October 1 to December 31.
The displays have featured badges, patches, photographs and other artifacts.
Collectors in the Phoenix area are welcome to stop by and look at the display. The
training center is located on 35th Avenue between Lower Buckeye and Durango Roads.

Thirty year Arizona law enforcement veteran Randy Brice is the ﬁrst chief of
the new Queen Creek Police Department. Chief Brice served in administrative
capacities with the Maricopa County Sheriﬀs Oﬃce and the Gilbert Police
Department. He began his duties on July 20. Contributed photograph

Another display of Maricopa County Sheriﬀs Oﬃce history put together by
Mike Lucas at the Durango Training Center. This one shows historic photographs,
equipment and memorabilia. The quarterly displays began in January and will
continue through the rest of the year. Mike Lucas photograph
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A vintage all-blue New York City Police Traﬃc Division patrol car. It is a fullymarked Chevrolet Impala and equipped with overhead emergency lights and a
computer. There is a movement to return traﬃc duty to the city Department of
Transportation. Contributed photograph

A citizen submitted this photograph of a New York Police Department Traﬃc
Bureau car parked in a bikes-only lane to Manhattan Community Board No. 4.
The board voted to recommend traﬃc enforcement duty be restored to the city
Department of Transportation. Street Blog photograph

New York Minute
By Eric Wollman, Senior Staﬀ Writer

“The letter informed them that the board’s executive committee had ‘voted to support the
return of the Bureau of Transportation from the NYPD to the DOT, where it would be better
integrated and aligned with the city’s goals of calming vehicular traﬃc, achieving Vision
Zero and expanding the use of alternate modes of transportation.’ [Vision Zero is an eﬀort
to curb traﬃc fatalities.]
“Traﬃc enforcement moved to the NYPD from the DOT in 1996.
“The board said the letter followed one sent in 2018, highlighting what it said was the
poor job of the NYPD’s notoriously understaﬀed Collision Investigation Squad to investigate
fatal crashes.
“‘In our experience, NYPD CIS...has been falling short of its mandate...Oﬃcers on the
scene of collisions in our district have been reluctant or slow to notify CIS and have been
prone to making victim-blaming comments prior to a full investigation,’ the letter stated.
“The vote and letter came on the heels of a report from Transportation Alternatives
which calls on the de Blasio administration to remove the NYPD from the oversight of traﬃc
enforcement...”

NEW YORK, N.Y. – The “New York Minute” has been on hiatus since March after
New York City and most of the rest of the world were on lock down, home conﬁnement or
quarantine.
Setting aside ideological debates and economics, at one point this spring, New York
State reported over 700 people dead each day. Things here were grim.
The Northeast is very slowly settling back to a new normal and this column is coming
out of hiatus.

NYPD Traﬃc Bureau Could this be the end of the major function of the New York
Police Department Traﬃc Bureau?
Could they go back to brown uniforms?
Read the following recent piece from Streets Blog about the campaign to remove the
NYPD from traﬃc enforcement and decide for yourself:
“The campaign to remove the NYPD from traﬃc enforcement and return street oversight
to the city Department of Transportation gained momentum after an inﬂuential local panel
voted to support the move.
“Manhattan Community Board No. 4, which includes such wealthy neighborhoods
as Chelsea and Hudson Yards, voted during its June 22 executive meeting to support
the return of NYPD’s Transportation Bureau to the DOT, citing years of failure to protect
vulnerable road users.
“‘The NYPD has been an unreliable partner in pursuing the shared goals of calming
traﬃc and reducing traﬃc injuries and fatalities.’ leaders of the board wrote to Mayor Bill de
Blasio, City Council Speaker Corey Johnson and other local elected oﬃcials.

A fully marked Argentine Federal Police canine van is black with blue, black
and white markings and an all-blue lightbar. The agency seal appears on the
front doors. Interestingly, the dog is housed in a compartment at the rear, while
there is room for prisoners in the center. Eric Wollman photograph
The Street Blogs article went on to relate longstanding complaints of NYPD traﬃc
oﬃcers failing to enforce restrictions of biking on sidewalks or parking in bikes-only lanes.
A district resident showed pictures of NYPD cars parked in bikes-only lanes and on
sidewalks. There have also been numerous complaints that traﬃc oﬃcers do not enforce
crosswalk restrictions.
Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer said she would support the reversion of
traﬃc powers back to the DOT.
Mayor de Blasio has not commented directly.

(Left) The New York Police Department Traﬃc Bureau assumed responsibility
for traﬃc enforcement and accident investigation in 1996. (Right) Until 1996, the
city Department of Transportation handled traﬃc enforcement. Traﬃc oﬃcers
wore this insignia. Mike R. Bondarenko photographs

Chile and Argentina As previously reported, in February, International Police
Association Region No. 2 went to Chile and Argentina. Luckily for us, the pandemic had not
reached the USA in full force, so we were mainly blissfully unaware of what was coming.
The Investigators Police Academy in Santiago, Chile has an amazing collection of their
old cars going back to the Chevrolet Nova.
From Chile we ﬂew to Argentina. I have shown an Argentine Federal Police K-9 Unit and
a picture of me with uniformed oﬃcers outside an AFP station.
Buenos Aires has its own municipal police force. I have shown a patrol car. I was able to
meet two oﬃcers and trade patches.

Arizona Collecting News ...Continued
New Arizona department Following a comprehensive police service study and
a 60-day outreach campaign, the Queen Creek Town Council approved establishment of a
municipal police department at its March 18 meeting. The township had contracted with the
Maricopa County Sheriﬀs Oﬃce for law enforcement.
Veteran Arizona law enforcement oﬃcer Randy Brice has been hired as the chief of
police and began his duties to form a police department on July 20.
It is anticipated it will take 18 months to establish the new police department. The county
will continue to patrol the town during the transition.
According to a news release from the town, Chief Brice has 30 years of law
enforcement experience. He started his career with Maricopa County in 1992. He retired
from the department as a captain in 2016 to become a commander with the Gilbert
Police Department. He was promoted to assistant chief of police and commanded the
Investigation Support Bureau.
Town Manager John Kross called Chief Brice’s hiring a “critical milestone in our
transition to a municipal police department.”
“The chief of police is instrumental in establishing the culture of our police department
and ensuring our measurable goals for community oriented policing are fundamental to that
culture. I am conﬁdent in Randy’s ability to excel in these areas,” he said.
MIKE LUCAS (PO Box 5317, Mesa AZ 85211)

Although the Federal Police has jurisdiction throughout the country, Buenos
Aires, Argentina has its own municipal police department. Marked cars are twotone light and dark blue. The markings are white. The overhead lightbar is blue.
The shoulder patch appears on the hood. Eric Wollman photograph
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Eric Wollman (second from left) visited Argentina with New York area
International Police Association members in February before the pandemic became
widespread. He poses next to uniformed oﬃcers. The AFP wears a plain blue
uniform with the agency name on their vests. Eric Wollman photograph

Stay safe Stay safe, wear your mask and keep reading PCNEWS.
ERIC WOLLMAN (233 Broadway-Ste. 702, New York NY 10279)

All Things Federal
By Ray Sherrard, Staﬀ Writer
GARDEN GROVE, Calif. – This year marks the ﬁfth anniversary of the death of
legendary Adam-12 actor Martin Milner. He died on September 15, 2015 in Carlsbad, Calif.
at age 83.
Collectors will remember Milner’s family attended the San Luis Obispo show in 2015 and
oﬀered a large collection of police memorabilia the actor had collected over the years. His
charming daughter, Molly, and look-alike grandson, Jack, represented the family. (Yes, Jack
was named after Jack Webb.)
I attended the show and purchased some Milner artifacts from the family, including an
autographed photo of Milner and fellow actor Kent McCord taken on the Adam-12 set, and
a private photo of the actors relaxing against a mock Los Angeles Police Department car
between takes. (The car had not yet been outﬁtted with LAPD markings.)
Ironically, this is also an anniversary year for Adam-12, which remains one of the most
popular police dramas ever on television. It aired from 1968 to 1975, so this is the 45th
anniversary of the end of the show.
Readers know California collectors, including me, love everything and anything having to
do with the iconic show, which is why the family chose to oﬀer his artifacts and memorabilia
to us before they went public on the Internet.
Milner played Oﬃcer Pete Malloy, while McCord portrayed Oﬃcer Jim Reed on the
LAPD themed show created by Jack Webb of Dragnet fame and Robert A. Cinader.
Dragnet depicted cases handled by LAPD detectives, while Adam-12 showed street cops in
action.
A few fun facts about the show:
...”1-Adam-12” would be radio call sign from downtown Los Angeles, which is in the
Central Division. Yet, the then-new Rampart Division headquarters was featured on the
show. No one knows why. No LAPD car has ever had the call sign.
...Milner’s badge number was “744,” while McCord’s badge was “2430.” The premise
was since Oﬃcer Malloy was senior to Oﬃcer Reed, he had a higher badge number, which
is correct since LAPD badges are issued by seniority.
...Viewers will recall that Oﬃcer Malloy intended to leave the department in the aftermath
of the death of his previous partner and agreed to have brand new Oﬃcer Reed, which has
only recently graduated from the Police Academy, ride with him on his last day. He is so
impressed with Oﬃcer Reed’s potential that he decides to stay on to train him.
...Jack Webb based each episode on actual LAPD cases. He had unprecedented
access to the department as a result of the Dragnet series, which was strongly supported
by LAPD. I have written before that LAPD issued real badges to Webb and fellow actor
Harry Morgan, which was a ﬁrst for the department.
...The list of actors who appeared on Adam-12 includes such powerhouses as James
Sikking (who later played on Hill Street Blues), Cloris Leachman, Karen Black, James
McEachin (who played on Emergency!), David Cassidy, Dick Sargent (Bewitched), Tony
Dow (Leave It To Beaver), Jodie Foster, Mark Goddard, singer Trini Lopez, Lindsay
Wagner, Ozzie Nelson, Robert Conrad (Wild Wild West), Barbara Hale (Perry Mason),

A signed black and white photograph of Adam-12 stars Kent McCord (Oﬃcer
Jim Reed) and Martin Milner (Oﬃcer Pete Malloy) taken on the set during the
early days of the hit series. The actors starred in 174 episodes from 1968 to 1975
when the show was canceled. Ray Sherrard Collection

A candid shot of Kent McCord (left) and Martin Milner (right) resting against a
black and white on the Adam-12 set that Milner kept in his personal collection.
The car had not been outﬁtted with LAPD markings and may have been used to
promote the show at public events. Ray Sherrard Collection
Frank Sinatra Junior, Tina Sinatra, Dick Clark, Edd Brynes, Micky Dolan (The Monkees)
and Mark Harmon (NCIS).
...Webb and Cinader insisted on authenticity. So, they always used absolutely authentic
LAPD black and whites. The cars were purchased from local dealers and outﬁtted with
LAPD markings by the prop department. Cars used included 1967, 1968 and 1969
Plymouth Belvederes, 1971 Plymouth Satellite and 1972 AMC Matador models.

(Top) A very rare special agent badge from the FDIC Oﬃce of the Inspector
General. It is a gold and blue shield. (Bottom) Two rare badges for investigators
with the Bureau of Prohibition in the Justice Department. These eagle-topped
shields were worn in the early 1930s. Ray Sherrard Collection

Remembering Jim Burton 2020 is the sixth anniversary of the death of longtime
California and Missouri collector Jim Burton. He died on October 12, 2014 in Joplin, Mo. He
was 69 and collected police insignia for 40 years.
Burton will always be remembered as one of the deans of the California hobby going
back to the days in the 1970s when there were no shows and collectors gathered at the
Great Western Gun Shows in Los Angeles County. Later, he relocated to Missouri but
continued his hobby.
At the “Porky” show in 2013, California collectors honored longtime collector Father
Mort Ward upon his retirement. Keith Bushey fashioned a badge cross, a religious cross
adorned with law enforcement badges, and presented it to him.
Burton attended the show and sold oﬀ much of his remaining California collection. He

Keith Bushey (kneeling, left) presented a badge cross to Father Mort Ward
(standing right, wearing cap) at the 2013 “Porky” show as Rich Magyar (kneeling,
right) and (left to right, standing) Jim Burton, George Mitchell, Gary Hoving and
Ray Sherrard looked on. Ray Sherrard Collection
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There is a pictured ID for William J. Pottinger, a station inspector at the Port of New
York, from 1918.
Customs issued waterfront or dock passes to laborers who worked on ships or docks
at seaports. I have one issued to a Swede who worked unloading ships for Morton Salt
Company in Superior, Wis. in 1918. The passes allowed Customs to control access to
docks and ships to reduce smuggling and other illegal activity along the waterfront.
Finally, Norval D. Robinson was commissioned as a Customs watchman in Boston in
1912. I have his certiﬁcate of appointment signed by the tax collector.
RAY SHERRARD (PO Box 5779, Garden Grove CA 92846-0779)
Ray Sherrard is not currently active in the hobby. This column consists of previously
unpublished material that has been edited and updated for 2020. EDITOR

The Police
Insignia Of
New Orleans
Old leather credentials cases from the United States Department of the
Treasury, Bureau of Narcotics (left) and Bureau of Industrial Alcohol (right).
(Treasury regulated the sale, procurement and use of alcohol used in
manufacturing during Prohibition (1920 to 1933). Ray Sherrard Collection

All Things Federal ...Continued
participated in the presentation ceremony along with George Mitchell, Gary Hoving, Rich
Magyar and me.
Father Ward has been a big part of the California hobby for many years.
I have shared a photograph of the presentation in loving memory of Jim Burton on the
anniversary of his death.

Little known feds I have shown images of little known federal badges.
I had never seen an Oﬃce of the Inspector General special agent shield from the
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) before this one.
It is a typical modern gold-colored eagle-topped shield with the Treasury seal as the
center design. The legends read, “OFFICE OF/ INSPECTOR GENERAL,” on two top
banners and “SPECIAL AGENT” on a single bottom banner.
The FDIC was formed in 1933 in the wake of the 1929 stock market crash and the
resultant Great Depression to restore small depositor conﬁdence in banks, many of which
closed when the economy tanked.
President Franklin D. Roosevelt wanted the government to guarantee small depositors
would not lose their money if they put it in their local bank. Of course, deposits meant banks
had funds available to loan to borrowers. The president also wanted banks to be stable and
solvent. The FDIC became the federal agency tasked with this mission.
The OIG conducts audits, evaluations and investigations to ensure compliance with
FDIC rules and regulations.
During Prohibition (1920 to 1933), the Internal Revenue Service and later the Justice
Department had the Bureau of Prohibition to enforce violations of the Volstead Act. The
agencies employed investigators. They worked for the IRS from 1920 to 1930 and then
Justice from 1930 to 1933.
I have shown two very rare, early investigator badges from the 1930s. Both have the
Treasury seal as the center design.
Old federal credentials I truly enjoy ﬁnding and collecting old federal law
enforcement oﬃcer credentials and related artifacts. I have been able to acquire many from
the Treasury Department over the years.
Way back when, feds carried their “creds” in large black cases, usually made of leather.
The agency and its seal often appeared on the front of the case. The oﬃcer carried his or
her commission and identiﬁcation card inside it.
I have shown cases from Treasury, one from the Bureau of Narcotics and the other from
the Bureau of Industrial Alcohol.
I have also shown other historic memorabilia from the Customs Service, which was then
part of the Treasury Department.

(Left) Two ID cards from the Customs Service, one for a station inspector
(top) and the other for a waterfront worker (bottom). (Right) A Customs Service
watchman certiﬁcate of appointment issued in Boston in 1912. Watchmen
patrolled warehouses and docks. Ray Sherrard Collection

Welcome to “The Big Easy,” the home of some of the
country’s most unique and impressive law enforcement
insignia. Despite the catastrophic devastation of Hurricane
Katrina in 2005 and rampant death during the current
COVID-19 pandemic, New Orleans always comes back.
The Police Department has always led the way.
By Mike R. Bondarenko, Editor
NEW ORLEANS, La. – It is unlikely any law enforcement agency in United States history
ever had a year like the New Orleans Police Department had in 2005!
Hurricane Katrina, a new superintendent, the ﬁring of 51 oﬃcers, a videotaped beating
of a suspect and constant media attention notwithstanding, arguably, NOPD withstood the
roughest year that any police department has ever withstood.
When the deadly hurricane, the worst natural disaster in United States history,
devastated the city on August 29, most New Orleans police oﬃcers not only remained on
the job under intolerable conditions but dealt with indescribable personal tragedies, not
the least of which were the losses of lived ones and the destruction of their homes and
property.
Even though 51 oﬃcers were terminated for allegedly leaving their posts during the
hurricane, the overwhelming majority of New Orleans cops stayed on the job and served
the city with honor.
Now, the department is dealing another life changing crisis, one of the most serious
outbreaks of the deadly virus in hard hit Louisiana But, it will survive. It always has.
NOPD has 1300 commissioned oﬃcers and 17 divisions.

Unique badge New Orleans’ unique crescent-shaped badge is among the most
recognized in the United States. It is the only style that the department has worn since it
was formed in 1796.
“Our badge is an important part of our history,” said former Superintendent Warren C.
Riley in an interview with PCNEWS.. “It is synonymous with our department and the city of
New Orleans.”
According to the oﬃcial department history, crescent-shaped badges have been worn
since at least 1855. City Council minutes from that year proclaimed that while the city could
not aﬀord to purchase uniforms for its police oﬃcers, it would supply the “crescent badge.”
The crescent represents the shape of the city, as the Mississippi River forms a crescent
shape around the city. The star represents the power of the state or local government to
preserve the order and keep the peace. It is the traditional symbol of law enforcement
authority in the United States.
In May 1866, the Council adopted an ordinance that speciﬁed police uniforms would
be “a double-breasted blue cloth frock coat and matching pants with variations for each
rank.” Also stated was: “The Chief and aids, when deemed necessary, shall wear on the left
breast and outside of the coat, a metal badge in the shape of a crescent and star.”
Patrol oﬃcers wear silver badges. Detectives and ranking oﬃcers wear gold badges.
Oﬃcers and detectives are issued high three-digit numbers. These numbers remain with
them throughout their careers unless they are promoted to ranking oﬃcers. All department
badge numbers are randomly assigned and may be re-issued when the oﬃcer retires or
leave the department.
If an oﬃcer is killed in the line of duty, the number is permanently retired and not reissued.
If an oﬃcer becomes a detective, his badge retains the same number he had as an
oﬃcer, except it will be gold.
When an oﬃcer is promoted to sergeant, he is issued a new gold badge with a threedigit number. A lieutenant also gets a new gold badge and three-digit number. Captains,

(Left) An old, solid gold NOPD captain badge with a diamond in the center is
owned by longtime collector James W. Casey. (Right) Super Bowl, current NOPD
oﬃcer and detective badges. Oﬃcer is silver, while detective is gold. New Orleans
has worn the same badge style since 1865. Contributed photographs
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The New Orleans Police Department has as many special unit and service
emblems as any law enforcement agency in the country. Among the most
interesting are Vieux Carre District, which is the French Quarter, Urban Squad ,
Homicide and DWI Enforcement. Fred Hancock Jr. photograph
majors and chiefs all have two-digit badges.
A district commander will wear the number of his assigned police district on his badge.
There are eight districts.
The superintendents and deputy chiefs do not display numbers on their badges, only
their ranks.
New Orleans police superintendents wear their badges upside down. The tradition has
been traced to Superintendent Dexter S. Gaster, who was appointed in 1891. The police
force numbered 325 oﬃcers at the time.
The story is during an inspection of hundreds of oﬃcers, Superintendent Gaster was
needed but could not be found. When he was found, his badge was pinned on upside-down
and made the statement, “Now I will stand out.”
Superintendent Gaster adopted the upside-down badge, and this has become a
tradition for each following superintendent, according to the oﬃcial department history. Only
Superintendents Warren Woodfolk Sr.,and Richard Pennington broke the upside-down
badge tradition.
Reserve police oﬃcers are part-time unpaid volunteers with full police powers with full
police powers and authority, the same as full-time paid oﬃcers, while on duty.
All reserve oﬃcers are issued ﬁve-digit badges with a three-digit number preceded by
“10” to signify a reserve oﬃcer. Their badges are silver. Ranking reserve oﬃcers wear gold
badges.
The uniform of a reserve oﬃcer is the same as a full-time oﬃcer. The number “10” on
the oﬃcer’s badge is the only thing distinguishing a reserve oﬃcer’s uniform from a regular
police oﬃcer.
Certain civilian employees and unpaid support volunteers who may have to identify
themselves to the public or at a crime scene, such as equipment operator, crime scene
tech, chaplain, brake inspector, electronics tech, crisis transportation unit, etc. have
badges. These badges do not carry numbers. They show the name of the unit to which they
are assigned.
These badges are shaped like the star and crescent badge of commissioned oﬃcers but
have the holder’s job title and radio unit call number or unit identiﬁcation engraved on the
center of the star, where an oﬃcer’s displays rank and badge number. The crescent part of
the badge reads ‘NEW ORLEANS POLICE,” the same as on an oﬃcer’s badge.

Emblems galore New Orleans has as many law enforcement emblems as any city
in the country. Possibly only New York and Philadelphia have more patches. It is diﬃcult to
account for them all.
Collector Fred Hancock Jr., who specializes in Louisiana law enforcement insignia and
supplied the photographs for this feature, said all NOPD oﬃcers wear the familiar round
mostly orange and blue insignia. Special unit members also wear the unit’s insignia.
The standard shoulder emblem features the very colorful city seal as the center design.
The insignia is designed such that the seal is oﬀset at the bottom so that the top of the
patch forms a crescent much like the badge.

These are more New Orleans Police Department and City of New Orleans
special unit and special unit insignia. SCID shows a camera, microscope and
ﬁngerprint. Homeless Assistance has the agency’s badge and clasped hands.
There are several Special Operations emblems. Fred Hancock Jr. photograph
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While New Orleans is known worldwide as the Crescent City, to law
enforcement insignia collectors, it could also be known as the Patch City! New
Orleans has as many special unit and special service emblems as any city in the
country, and Fred Hancock collects them all! Fred Hancock Jr. photograph
Not all special units have patches. There are also numerous obsolete styles.
According to the department’s Web site, current special units are Applicant
Investigations, Bicycle Unit, Central Evidence and Property, Child Abuse, Communications
Division, Crime Analysis, Crime Prevention, Criminal Records Division, Education and
Training (Police Academy), Homicide Cold Case Squad,
Information Systems and Services, Inspections Division, Juvenile Intake Section,
Narcotics Major Case Squad, Operations Bureau, Parade Permits, Personnel Division,
Policy and Planning, Public Aﬀairs, Public Integrity Division, Recruitment and Applicant
Investigation, Research and Planning, Reserve Division,
Special Operations Division (SOD), SOD Mounted and Canine, SOD Fatality Unit,
SOD Hit and Run, SOD Violent Oﬀender Warrant Squad, Special Oﬃcers Section,
Superintendent’s Oﬃce, Towing and Recovery, Technical and Support Bureau and Vice
Squad.
The Reserve Division is presently comprised of three full-time members (a captain, a
police oﬃcer and a civilian oﬃce manager) and 88 fully commissioned volunteer oﬃcers
who undergo the same training as full-time oﬃcers.
The division was ﬁrst organized in 1956 as an extension of Civil Defense. After a number
of years, the Civil Defense members were incorporated into the NOPD and called the
Police Auxiliary. Members were identiﬁed by a ﬁve-digit badge number and an “AUXILIARY”
rocker that was worn beneath the department patch.
It was not until the 1990s that all references to reserves were removed from the uniform
and the badge. Only the ﬁve-digit badge number diﬀerentiates a reserve oﬃcer’s uniform
from that of a full-time oﬃcer.
Reserves are divided among the eight police districts in the city. Reserve oﬃcers
perform the same duties as a regular patrol oﬃcer. Reserves also provide additional
manpower for special events. Reserve oﬃcers can also be trained as motorcycle oﬃcers,
mounted oﬃcers, bicycle oﬃcers and SOD members.

Outstanding collection Hancock’s New Orleans collections is one of the largest
and most complete in the country. He was kind enough to share it with me for this feature.
In addition to the standard general issue insignia worn by city police oﬃcers, New
Orleans has a wide variety of other emblems:
Mounted Patrol features a horse’s head.
Vieux Carrie District shows the city ﬂag, which has three ﬂour-de-lis on it. The district is
the city’s historic French Quarter.
Downtown Development District is a city initiative to revitalize the downtown area. Police
oﬃcers are assigned to the district, which includes most of the major pre-Katrina tourist
attractions.
Police K-9 features a not very well done dog’s head.

Port of New Orleans Board of Commissioners Harbor Police Fire Boats Deluge
and Bourgeois. Charity Hospital Police is an NYPD-style that depicts the state
seal. Housing Authority of New Orleans is an agency logo and depicts a housing
project. EM is Emergency Management. Fred Hancock Jr. photograph
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New Orleans police wear light blue uniform shirts and dark blue trousers with
a light blue stripe. They have traditional dark blue police hats. Supervisors wear
white shirts with the same color trousers and hats. This picture shows newlysworn oﬃcers after their graduation. NOPD oﬃcial photograph

A colorful segment of Fred Hancock’s New Orleans collection includes
emblems worn by campus police and security oﬃcers at colleges and universities
in The Big Easy. The top row features three colorful emblems from Louisiana State
University Health Sciences Center Police. Fred Hancock Jr. photograph

New Orleans Police ...Continued
Motorcycle Patrol has a winged traﬃc wheel.
Special Assignment Division shows an outline of a criminal with a diagonal red line
across him.
Urban Squad has a red, white and blue shield, Scales of Justice and black and white
clasped hands.
Bike Patrol depicts a mountain bicycle.
Homicide has a buzzard perched atop a crescent-star badge.
Mobile Crisis Service has a ﬁve-point star and a symbol for mental health crisis
intervention.
DWI Enforcement Unit shows a car and a martini glass with a red diagonal line across it
(as in don’t drink and drive!)
SCID depicts the Scales of Justice with a 35-millimeter camera, a microscope and a
ﬁngerprint.
Homeless Assistance Collaborative depicts the agency’s badge and an oﬃcer clasping
hands with another person.
Special Operations FAS (Fatal Accident Squad) shows the agency’s badge with the
letters “F.A.S.” across it.
Transit Police has a bus, a light rail car and the agency’s badge as well as the letters
“RTA” for Regional Transit Authority.
Special Forces shows the agency’s special weapons and tactics team logo, which is a
crescent superimposed over a sword.
Special Operations Tactical has the NOPD badge with “TACTICAL’ across it.
Grounds Patrol Division shows the city seal in full color.
Housing Authority Security shows the six-point star badge that is worn by security
oﬃcers for the Housing Authority of New Orleans. They patrol city housing projects.
Task Force FOB (Field Operations Bureau) features a ﬁve-point star with “F.O.B.” across
it.
Task Force shows a plain ﬁve-point star.
Vieux Carre Commission has the city seal on it. The commission is working to revitalize
the French Quarter.
Safety and Permits also depicts the city seal.
Hancock has at least ﬁve NOPD cloth badges in various colors and sizes, including
versions for Special Forces and Grounds Patrol.
He also has two diﬀerent auxiliary tabs, “AUXILIARY” and “AUXILIARY DIVISION.”
Harbor Police, which works for the Board of Commissioners for the Port Authority of New
Orleans, utilizes the agency’s eight-point sunburst superimposed over a ship’s anchor.
Emergency 911 is from the Orleans Parish Communications District, which includes the

Fred Hancock’s outstanding New Orleans law enforcement insignia collection
includes a wide variety of insignia from many little known law enforcement and
security agencies in The Big Easy! Xavier University of Louisiana Campus police
Bike Patrol features the campus seal. Fred Hancock Jr. photograph

city.
Emergency Medical Service features the EMS symbol.
City of New Orleans Security is a cloth badge.
New Orleans Health also features the blue and white emergency medical services
symbol.
Hancock has two NOPD security emblems, both are mostly silver and black. One has a
department’s badge on it, while the other shows the city ﬂag.
Harbor Police Fire Boats Deluge and Bourgeois has the Port of New Orleans logo.
Hospital Police is an NYPD-style include with the state seal and “Charity Hospital” on it.
Housing Authority of New Orleans is the agency logo.
Harbor Police is a new version of the Board of Commissioners of the Port of New
Orleans logo and insignia.
French Market Patrol is a private security insignia.
Emergency Management is a red, white and blue insignia with the Civil Defense logo as
the center design.
Campus Police Bike Patrol is a very colorful emblem from Xavier University of New
Orleans.
City Park Police is a very colorful emblem with a tree, a horse and a large mouth bass.
Jackson Brewery Security is a private security insignia.
Superdome Security features a full color depiction of the stadium that was home to the
Saints before the hurricane.
Dillard University Campus Security portrays the Scales of Justice and the state seal.
Toll Department is a colorful emblem from the Mississippi River Bridge Authority.
Hancock has three variations from the campus police at Louisiana State University
Health Sciences Center.
There are three other campus police agencies, Baptist Theological Seminary, Southern
University at New Orleans and Tulane University Medical Center.

Vehicles and uniforms New Orleans police oﬃcers wear light blue shirts and dark
navy trousers with a light blue stripe. They wear traditional dark blue police hats.
Police vehicles have been white with blue markings are many years. Most current
vehicles are SUVs with the agency’s badge as a rear door decal.
MIKE R. BONDARENKO (2392 USH 12, Baldwin WI 54002) pcnews@baldwin-telecom.
net

(Top) New Orleans police drove white Ford Police Interceptors with blue
markings until the advent of the sport utility vehicle, although a few of these cars
remain in use. (Bottom) Current NOPD vehicles are SUVs with blue markings.
The badge has been a door decal. Contributed photographs
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Midnight Rose
Gold’s Infamous
Candy Store
What is today one of 10,000 bodegas in New York City
was once the infamous Midnight Rose Gold’s Candy
Store, the 24-hour home of Murder Incorporated, the
most feared gang of syndicate assassins and enforcers in
United States history.
By Mike R. Bondarenko, Editor
NEW YORK CITY – Today, it is a 24-hour bodega at the corner of Livonia and Saratoga
Avenues in the Brownsville neighborhood of Brooklyn, one of 10,000 convenience stores in
New York City.
Typical.
Innocuous.
Nothing special.
But, back in the day, what is now Ftawa’s Mini Market was secret headquarters of
Murder Incorporated, the most feared assassin’s guild in American history.
During the 1930s into the early ‘40s, the former Midnight Rose Gold’s Candy Store,
located under the elevated portion of the Number 3 subway train, was run by a pleasant,
grandmotherly little old lady in her 60s, Rosie Gold.
But all was not what it seemed at Midnight Rose Gold’s, for it was the secret
headquarters of an infamous element of organized crime, the assassins and enforcers for
the New York City mob.
Murder Incorporated was created in the ‘30s to act as the execution squad for a national
crime syndicate headquartered in New York City. The hired guns were mostly Jewish and
Italian mobsters centered around the Brownsville neighborhood.
“There wasn’t a New York City cop working back then who didn’t know about Murder
Incorporated. But, almost no one knew about Midnight Rose Gold’s, except the mob, of
course,” said Phillip Ingram, a prominent NYPD collector and historian.
While exact numbers are unknown, it is estimated that Murder Incorporated carried
out between 400 to 1000 gangland executions throughout the city and beyond, making
the innocent-looking candy store responsible for more murders than anywhere else in the
United States.
The syndicate was the ruling elite of East Coast organized crime. Among their ruthless
members were infamous notables like Lucky Luciano, Meyer Lansky, Bugsy Siegel and
Dutch Schultz.
Murder Incorporated was run by Louis “Lepke” Buchalter and Robert “Mad Hatter”
Anastasia, also known as the Lord High Executioner. Their group of killers were paid a
basic monthly retainer and a freelance fee of between $1000 to $5000 for each hit.
Schultz was perhaps their most famous victim. He is best remembered as the mobster
who put out a hit on Thomas E. Dewey, the crusading New York district attorney who
aggressively prosecuted the Maﬁa, became governor and ran for president against
incumbent Harry Truman in 1948. No one would take the job because it was deemed too
risky.
“If you collect NYPD history, you will ﬁnd all sorts of great stories, photographs and
memorabilia from oﬃcers, especially detectives, who chased these guys. No NYPD
collection is complete without something from Murder Incorporated,” Ingram said.
He has collected several hundred photographs of prominent mobsters and the NYPD
detectives who relentlessly pursued them, although the Federal Bureau of Investigation
often became involved because crimes were also committed in surrounding states.
Ingram said Murder Incorporated artifacts and memorabilia add substance and character
to his outstanding collection of NYPD badges and patches.
“The shields are great. Patches are fun. But, it’s really special to have something from
that era,” he said.
Rosie Gold kept a wall of pay phones along the back wall of her candy store, so Murder
Incorporated gangsters would pass the time at Midnight Rose’s reading newspapers and
sipping on malted milks until one of the phones would ring, giving details of the latest hit.
The group included such cold-blooded killers are Abe “Kid Twist” Reles, “Pittsburgh Phil”
Strauss, Allie “Tic Toc” Tannenbaum and Martin “Bugsy” Goldstein.

Because the murders were all carried out by men unknown to the victims, Murder
Incorporated was able to remain disassociated with the executions that took place all along
the East Coast and as far west as Detroit. The killers were dispatched at the whim of the
syndicate, most often with their preferred weapon, the ice pick, although guns and knives
were also used.
New York City police made numerous attempts to inﬁltrate Murder Incorporated. While
‘30s eﬀorts proved futile, they bore fruit in the early ‘40s when “Kid Twist” Reles was
caught, thanks to an NYPD informant. He ratted out each of his colleagues in exchange for
immunity. One by one, most of his fellow killers met their demise in the Sing Sing Prison
electric chair based on Reles’s testimony.
The syndicate showed its vengeance for police informants when “Kid Twist”
“accidentally” fell to his death from his seventh ﬂoor hotel room window on Coney Island in
late 1941. A syndicate member supposedly said of his death, “The canary could sing, but
he couldn’t ﬂy.”
Nevertheless, with most of its assassins either in prison or executed, Murder
Incorporated faded into memory. It has been immortalized in ﬁlms, books, comic books,
literature and television shows.
Rosie Gold disappeared into obscurity. She was never charged with any crimes. It
remains conjecture whether she was aware of the criminal enterprise being run out of the
back of her store.
The current owner of Ftawa’s Mini Market, an Arab American, had no idea the building in
which he built his business had such a jaded past as home of the most feared collection of
assassins in American criminal history.
The infamous row of pay phones along the back wall is long gone, but the legend of the
Midnight Rose lives on in New York City history.
“But, if you are an NYPD collector, this is a great place to stop; to say at least you’ve
been there,” Ingram said.
MIKE R. BONDARENKO (2392 USH 12, Baldwin WI 54002) pcnews@baldwin-telecom.
net

What was once Midnight Rose Gold’s Candy Store, the home of the infamous
Murder Incorporated, is now a typical New York City bodega, Ftawa’s Mini Market.
Hit men who worked for the syndicate got their targets over the telephone in the
rear of the 24-hour store. Contributed photograph

The Dayton Police Museum created this poster commemorating the use of
a 1925 photograph depicting Dayton oﬃcers on motorcycles on the short-lived
CBS television series, Tommy. It featured Edie Falco (center) as the ﬁrst female
LAPD chief. Dayton Police Museum photograph

Albert “Mad Hatter” Anastasia was a founder of Murder Incorporated, the
most infamous gang of “for hire” underworld assassins in United States history.
Headquartered in Brooklyn, N.Y. members were believed responsible for
between 400 and 1000 executions. Contributed photograph

CBS Drama Featured Dayton
Police Museum Historic Photo
DAYTON, O. – A historic photograph of Dayton, O. police oﬃcers on motorcycles was
used during the ﬁlming of the CBS television drama, Tommy.
The picture was taken in 1925 and came from the Dayton Police Museum collection. It
was used as part of the background set at a ﬁctional police headquarters.
The Dayton Police History Foundation was contacted by a script coordinator for the
show late last year and asked for permission to use the photograph.
Tommy starred multiple Emmy Award winner Edie Falco as a former high-ranking New
York City police oﬃcer who becomes the ﬁrst female police chief in Los Angeles.
Unfortunately, Tommy was canceled after only one season, the latest casualty in an
apparent network television purge of law enforcement theme series. Other popular cop
shows that have been canceled include the long-running Cops and Deputy on Fox.
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James Casey Publishing Presents

BADGES OF AMERICA’S FINEST
HISTORIC BADGE WALL POSTERS
Beautiful 20 x 30 full color high resolution posters of many of
the most historic badges ever worn by American lawmen.
Great Holiday Gifts for Badge Collector Friends!

NINE HIGH QUALITY POSTERS
Badges of America’s Finest
Badges of America’s Finest II
Badges of America’s Finest III
Badges of America’s Finest IV
Badges of America’s Finest Federal
Gold Lawman Badges
San Mateo County CA Lawmen

Lawman and Fire Badges
Oakland CA Police Badges
See all Nine Posters in Full Color online at www.PoliceGuide.com
$29 Each (Plus $11 Shipping) (Shipped in Sturdy Mailing Tube)

ORDER FROM:

WWW.POLICEGUIDE.COM

Decorate your den, oﬃce or hobby room!
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ALWAYS BUYING: Old paperbacks, digests, pulps, magazines, fan-zines, comics, hardcovers, mystery, science fiction, fantasy, horror, detective, suspense, westerns, war movie, TV,
gothic, JD, adventure, mens, childrens, sports, non-fiction, etc. E-mail: mikequai@sbcglobal.net J.S., 1500 Main Ave, Kaukauna, WI 54130
AMAZING BADGECOLLECTOR.BLOGSPOT.COM offers pictures and stories regarding
Police Memorabilia. Focus is N.J. The read is free, however if you have N.J. items for sale/
trade contact: DENNIS BEYER, denb22@gmail.com (78)
IN SEARCH OF 1940’S Miami Beach, FL Police Department shoulder patch best described
as looking like an ice cream cone (?). Thank You! HOWARD OSTLUND, 382 Oak Ave.,
Sebring, FL 33870-3638. (305) 343-4649
MASSACHUSETTS POLICE PATCHES WANTED: Pre 1980 and especially Western Massachusetts cities and towns. Contact: MICHAEL COONEY at (413) 784-3378 (82)
OPEN CALL TO TRADERS: Former LEO seeking other collectors to trade LE patches with
on 1-for-1, like patch basis (no repros). I believe I’m easy to trade with so let’s swap trade
lists and go from there. STEPHAN GONZALEZ; Dgonza2016@aol.com
RETIRED POLICE OFFICER in Florida looking for Police ID cards. I’m mainly looking
for State Police and Highway Patrol IDs. Also, looking for Sheriff, Police, Game Warden,
Federal and Park Ranger as well. I’m only looking for IDs that have the person’s picture on
them. Let me know what you have. Contact: VERNON HAMMOCK, trooper357@netzero.
com (82)
STATE RAILROAD COMMISSION INSPECTOR BADGES WANTED, Collector seeks
“Inspector” badges from all State Railroad Authorities or Commissions. Also, looking for
an obsolete Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC) Inspector badge and any early issue
U.S./FRA or U.S./DOT IG Inspector badges. Chip Greiner, P.O. Box 125, Bogota, NJ 07603
(201) 390-7372 rrbadges@aol.com, www.railroadpolicebadges.com
STILL SEEKING THAT ELUSIVE lone-surviving Arizona Rangers badge the escaped the
governor’s melt down of five-pointed Lawman Stars in 1909! Serious inquiries only; (no
knock-offs!) Other Ranger memorabilia considered; (I have all the books already) . SGT.
NICK “COLORADO” CAIN, Historian, Arizona Rangers, P O Box 20825, Sedona, AZ 86341,
email: rvn197273@gmail.com (78)
VINTAGE COLLECTING PATCHES, PINS, BADGES, ETC. from/pertaining to the U.S.
Federal Protective Service (FPS, FPSD, and FPSP), U.S. General Services Administration
(GSA) and Dartmouth, Massachusetts Police. Will buy or trade. Contact RICH PONTES at
8 Cedar Crest Road, Dartmouth, MA 02747 or tyall@comcast.net, web page: https://www.
flickr.com/photos/126226324@N08/sets/ (78)
WANTED: Anything from the Anchorage and Nome Police Departments, Alaska, specifically a Blackinton Deputy Chief badge from Anchorage. Also I want Coconut Creek Police,
Florida; Miami Gardens Police, FL; Chevy Chase Village Police, Maryland; Town of Kensington Marshal or Police, Maryland; Montgomery County Police and Sheriff, Maryland;
City of Erie Police, Pennsylvania. KEN MARSHALL, hkusp45@comcast.net, phone: (412)
554-2227 (79)
WANTED: Anything from the Maryland National Capital Park Police - MNCPP. The Maryland National Capital Park and Planning Commission - MNCPPC. The Maryland Department of Natural Resources Police - DNR. Maryland Park Police. Looking to buy: patches,
badges, pins, coins, license plates, door decals, ID’s documents, etc. KEN MARSHALL,
hkusp45@comcast.net, phone: (412) 554-2227 (78)
WANTED: Boy Scout memorabilia of all types: Patches, Pins, Medals, Handbooks Pre1936. CHRIS JENSEN, PO Box 1841, Easley, SC 29641, email CJENSEN@STREAMWOOD.NET (78)
WANTED: Buy or trade cap badge of the New Orleans Fire Dept., nickel plated Firefighter:
BERT CARBO, P. O. Box 1567, Pigeon Forge, TN 37868 (79)
WANTED: I collect Police Explorer (Boy Scout) metal badges or embroidered patches.
Send picture of items that you have for sale to: CHRIS JENSEN , PO Box 1841, Easley, SC
29641, email CJENSEN@STREAMWOOD.NET (78)
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ee, Monson, Palmer, Ludlow, Northampton, Westfield, Agawam, Southwick, South Hadley,
Holland, Brimfield, Wales, Westover Field MP, or any other Massachusetts badge. Please
contact MICHAEL COONEY at (413) 784-3378 (80)
WANTED: Buy or trade cap badge of the New Orleans Fire Dept., gold plated rank. BERT
CARBO, P. O. Box 1567, Pigeon Forge, TN 37868 (79)
WANTED: Buy or trade Custer County and/or Custer city badges. BERT CARBO, P. O. Box
1567, Pigeon Forge, TN 37868 (79)
WANTED: Mundare, Alberta, Canada police badges and cap insignia. I am not collecting for
resale. My grandfather and great-grandfather were town constables. GLENN FLORKOW,
email: glforkow12@gmail.com
WANTED: New Jersey badges from the following towns: Mantoloking, Bergenfield,
Matawan, Green Brook, Berkeley Heights, Edison, Metuchen and New Jersey State Patrol.
I also collect Lehigh Valley Railroad Police items. Email DAN at jasperdan26@optonline.net
(80)
WANTED: Old Ohio badges and patches. Collector appreciates old badges and patches,
does it as a hobby and is not a dealer, just an old fashioned collector. PAT OLVEY, 7631 Holliston Pl., Cincinnati OH 45255, Email: polvey@fuse.net (TFN)
WANTED: Winnetka, Illinois Police Department badges, hat shields, patch insignia prior to
1960, and other memorabilia. I am not collecting for resale. I’m a retired WPD officer who
doesn’t want these items lost to history. GLENN FLORKOW, email: gflorkow12@gmail.com

BULLETIN BOARD ADS
The little ads with a big impact !
LET OTHER COLLECTORS KNOW what you have to buy, sell or trade each month
by advertising in PCNEWS! Ads for this section are only $3.00 each for up to 50 words
per ad. Send to: PCNEWS, 2392 US HIGHWAY 12, BALDWIN, WI 54002

WANTED
Fish & Wildlife &
ConservaƟon Agency Badges
Older badges preferred
Top prices paid for quality items.

DEAN TRESCH

P.O. Box 30054
Spokane, WA 99223
(509) 939-1296
militarycollector7711@gmail.com

WANTED
Any items related to the
NaƟonal Zoological Park Police in DC and VA.

WANTED: I collect South Carolina police metal badges and embroidered patches. Send
picture of items that you have for sale to: CHRIS JENSEN, PO Box 1841, Easley, SC 29641,
email CJENSEN@STREAMWOOD.NET (78)

(With the excepƟon of the current patch and coins)

WANTED: Long-time collector looking for old Michigan police badges with emphasis on old
Detroit badges. I am willing to trade or purchase. STEVE LEWIS, 8018 Morrow Rd., Clay
MI 48001 (810) 531-6197 Email: srlewis@hughes.net (80)

SEAN

WANTED: Massachusetts Police Badges: Hampden, Springfield Police/Fire, Springfield
Armory Guard/Fireman, West Springfield, Wilbraham, East Longmeadow, Holyoke, Chicop-

203-675-1327
nohpd521@aol.com

Page 32

POLICE COLLECTORS NEWS

Sep.-Oct. 2020

SACRAMENTO COUNTY SHERIFF

WANTED
ANY AND ALL MEMORABILIA FROM THE SACRAMENTO
COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT.
I WILL PAY TOP DOLLAR FOR PHOTOGRAPHS
AND AUTHENTIC ARTIFACTS.
CONTACT:

MICHAEL DEVILBISS
P.O. BOX 3477
YUBA CITY CA 95991
(916) 838-1907 OR KDEVILBISS08@COMCAST.NET

FX POLICE, MILITARY, FIRE,
BOY SCOUT SUPPLY
Send for my new updated sales list.
1. Badges – obsolete
2. Military Police patches, arm bands, badges
Always burying badges, Boy and Girl Scout
patches and metals, all photo ID’s, all countries
and all agencies, and wanted posters.

ANDY KORTON
P.O. Box 207, Bellmawr, NJ 08099
Phone: (609) 230-2436
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WORN WITH PRIDE
Second Edition
Pictorial history of shoulder emblems of
State Police / Highway Patrol agencies of the United States
By Bruce A. Davisson and Tony R. Aleria Sr.

T

his second edition of Worn With Pride represents many years of research into the shoulder
patches of the forty-nine state police/highway patrol departments of the United States. Since the
publishing of Worn With Pride in 1985, many previously undocumented patches and historical details
have been discovered and are incorporated into this brand new edition. Authors Bruce A. Davisson and
Tony R. Aleria Sr. have teamed up with M.T. Publishing Company, Inc. to bring you this new publication that they feel will not only be a useful guide for collectors but also provide interesting historical
insight to both collectors and non-collectors alike.
This 8½” x 11” coffee-table edition will be beautifully bound in a hard cover and will contain a
Final cover subject to change.
maximum of 136 all-color pages. Only a limited number of books will be produced, so it's necessary to
collect all orders now. The pre-order price is only $34.95* for the deluxe standard edition and $69.95* for
the bonded leather edition. A downloadable, digital edition is offered at $9.95* in conjunction with a hardbound purchase. You can choose to have
your copy personalized with name stamping on the cover for a nominal $7.00 charge if you order before the pre-order deadline of August 28, 2020!
Complete the order form below and remit with payment before the pre-order deadline to take advantage of the special, reduced price. You
can also order with a credit card or PayPal by visiting www.mtpublishing.comRUE\FDOOLQJGXULQJQRUPDORIÀFHKRXUV. The
post-production price will be slightly higher after the books deliver. Don't hesitate, order your copy today!
A Quality Book: M.T. Publishing Company, Inc. takes the utmost pride in producing each book. High-quality, glossy paper is used for superior photo reproduction. Shipping/Handling and
Tax: *6KLSSLQJKDQGOLQJLVIRUWKHÀUVWERRNIRUHDFKDGGLWLRQDOERRN86RQO\3OHDVHFRQWDFW073XEOLVKLQJ&RPSDQ\,QFIRULQWHUQDWLRQDOVKLSSLQJUDWHV6WDWHDQGORFDOWD[
of 7% is required and must be added to subtotal of order. 100% Satisfaction Guarantee,I\RXDUHQRWVDWLVÀHGZLWK\RXUERRN\RXPD\UHWXUQLWIRUDUHIXQG**Please note, however, that
due to the limited opportunity for resale, name stamped books cannot be returned for a refund.

PRE-ORDER DEADLINE - AUGUST 28, 2020
WORN WITH PRIDE Second Edition Qty

Price

Bonded Leather Edition

$69.95

Deluxe Standard Edition

$34.95

Downloadable Digital Edition

$9.95

Only in conjunction with a hardbound edition.
**

Name Stamping
$7.00 per line, per book (max of 2 lines per book)

WORN WITH PRIDE Second Edition

Total

$7.00
per line

PRE-ORDER FORM
Visit www.mtpublishing.com for credit card/PayPal orders
or call toll-free 1-888-263-4702 (Monday - Friday, 8am - 4:30pm CST)

Credit Card #

Exp. Date / CVV Code

SUBTOTAL
*

State & Local Tax 7%

Sales tax is REQUIRED (add 7% to subtotal)
*

Direct Shipping/Handling
ÀUVWERRNHDFKDGGLWLRQDO
**

Tax

Shipping is REQUIRED - no local pick up

$7.50/
$5.00

Name stamped books CANNOT be returned for a refund.

TOTAL

Your Name
Shipping Address (Include billing address if different than shipping for credit card orders)
City

(

State

Zip

)

Daytime Telephone
Name(s) to be stamped (Limited to 24 spaces per line, max of 2 lines per book)
E-mail (Required to download Downloadable Digital Edition)
Line 1 for Book #1

Line 2 for Book #1

TBonded Leather Edition TStandard Edition
TBonded Leather Edition TStandard Edition

Line 1 for Book #2

TBonded Leather Edition TStandard Edition

Line 2 for Book #2

TBonded Leather Edition TStandard Edition

Make Checks or Money Orders payable to:
M.T. Publishing Company, Inc.
Send order form and payment to:
Worn With Pride

c/o M.T. Publishing Company, Inc.
P.O. Box 6802
Evansville, IN 47719-6802

Also available from the authors on our website: wornwithpride.org
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OWN TWO PIECES OF
OHIO POLICE HISTORY

“Constables, Marshals,
and Patrolmen
The Rittman Police
Department 1835 - 2016
183 Years of Service”

“The History of Wadsworth
Law Enforcement
1818-2018
200 Years of Service”
By Mike Burg
$25.00

By Mike Burg
$23.00
Rittman Historical Society
P O Box 583
Rittman, OH 44270

Wadsworth Area Historical
Society
161 High Street
Wadsworth, OH 44281

Great Holiday Gifts for Ohio Collectors!

Police & Fire Patch Collectors

Visit ATLANTA PIG on the web
Over 100 New York Police patches available
Over 125 Federal Police patches available
AddiƟonal patches added frequently!!!!
FREE PATCH: When placing your order, men on you saw this ad
in PC NEWS, and I will include a free patch with your order.

hƩps://atlantapig.com/
FREE SHIPPING on all orders!

Sep.-Oct. 2020
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Visit us on Facebook at the group ‘2020 Gateway Police Collectors Show’

PATCHES, BADGES, COLLECTIBLES, TOYS, BOOKS, CHALLENGE COINS, WOOD FLAGS,
LICENSE PLATES, T-SHIRTS, MEMORABILIA, INCREDIIBLE DISPLAYS, AND MUCH MORE…
‘ANYTHING AND EVERYTHING POLICE RELATED’

Welcome to the 35th Annual St. Louis Area Gateway Police Collectors Show

POLICE
COLLECTORS SHOW
SATURDAY

November 7, 2020

8AM TO 3PM

Holiday Inn -Route 66
10709 Watson Road Sunset Hills (St. Louis), Missouri 63127
ADMISSION IS $5 FOR THOSE 21 AND OLDER (GUESTS UNDER 21 & SPOUSES ARE FREE)
YOUR SHOW HOSTS ARE FRANK SELVAGGIO, BOB SHOCKEY, and ROGER McLEAN
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT FRANK AT 314-614-9444

All 70 tables are now sold, stand-by reservations are being accepted.
We are expecting a large amount of walk through traffic at this show.
The Holiday Inn – Route 66 is offering rooms at $104 per night which includes breakfast for 2.
Call 1-800-465-4329 and ask for the Gateway Police Collector room block (rate expires on 10/16).
The Holiday Inn – Route 66 is located at the intersection of Watson Road and Lindbergh Blvd.
It is very close to the Highway 44 and Highway 270 interchange in the southwest St. Louis County area.

THIS IS A PRIVATE SHOW. ENTRANCE WILL ONLY BE GRANTED TO ACTIVE AND RETIRED LAW ENFORCEMENT / FIRE /
EMT/ MILITARY PERSONNEL, THEIR FRIENDS AND FAMILY MEMBERS, AS WELL AS BONAFIDE COLLECTORS.
EXCEPTIONS CAN BE MADE TO THIS POLICY PRIOR TO THE SHOW WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE SHOW HOSTS. WE
RESERVE THE RIGHT TO ASK FOR IDENTIFICATION. ADMISSION AND TABLE COSTS ARE NON-REFUNDABLE.

Please note that this is a new location for this show.
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