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“Porky” Kicks
Off 2019 With
A Great Show

The Golden State’s torrential rains parted just in time 
for the 38th Annual “Porky” Police Memorabilia Show 
in Claremont, Calif. on January 19. Hosted by Dennis 
Smith and Nick Cardaras and benefi ting the Claremont 
Police Explorers Post, the show was another sellout and 
attracted collectors from across the country.

By Arthur Fox, Guest Writer

Claremont, CA – On Saturday, January 19, “Porky,” one of the Golden State’s most 
premier collecting shows, saw a packed house within an hour of opening its doors to 
the public. Once again the show location was Taylor Hall on the campus of Claremont 
College.

As it turned out, not all the trading, buying and selling happened Taylor Hall. Word 
was Keith Bushey hosted a few collectors at his home on Friday afternoon and several 

collectors had a show and tell in the lobby of the host Double Tree Hotel on Friday 
afternoon.

Dean Tresch made a long trek from Washington State and participated in the Double 
Tree show and tell. Turns out that Tresch had a great Spokane early fi ve-point sterling 
silver star badge that Jim Casey quickly snapped up.

Dealers began showing up early on Saturday morning to set up their tables. There 

Claremont Police Explorer Post No. 411 and “Porky” hosts Nick Cardaras (far 
left) and Dennis Smith (second from far left) stand in front of the kitchen where 
tableholders and attendees were well fed.  Next to Smith is Offi  cer Jennifer 
Ganino, who oversees the post. Arthur Fox photograph

This 14-karat gold San Francisco retirement badge made by Irvine and 
Jachens was available at Al Mize’s table at the 2019 “Porky.” The inscribed 
badge was presented to Thomas P. Walsh for 41 years of service by California 
Governor James Rolfh Jr. on September 4, 1931. Arthur Fox photograph

Veteran California collector Jim Casey holds a very unique 14-karat gold 
badge presented to Kings County, N.Y. Sheriff  Frank D. Creamer.  It was the 
largest and most elaborate gold badge that Arthur Fox had ever seen. The 
three-dimensional eagle is awesome. Arthur Fox photograph
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were familiar faces and some new ones at the 38th annual show.
The Claremont Police Explorer manned the front check-in counter as well as the 

kitchen where they kept both dealers and collectors alike well hydrated and fed. All of this 
is done under the leadership and watchful eye of Offi  cer Jennifer Ganino of the Police 
Department, who is the post advisor.

California collector Al Mize had on display a beautiful gold presentation retired 
inspector’s badge for the San Francisco Police Department. The badge was presented 
to Thomas P. Walsh on September 4, 1931 for 41 years of service. The presentation 
reads, “Who in his rise from Patrolman to Chief of Police of the San Francisco Police 
Department was as true as he will ever be to every trust and friend.” The badge was 
signed, “Given by James Rolfh, Jr. Governor of California.” This 14-karat gold badge was 
made by Irvine and Jachens in San Francisco.

At Casey’s table there was an equally if not more impressive 14-karat gold badge. 
His badge was probably the most ornate presentation sheriff ’s badge I have ever seen. 
At the top was a beautiful three-dimensional spread winged eagle. It was presented to 
Sheriff  Frank D. Creamer of Kings County, N.Y. Although I did not measure it, the badge 
appeared to be well over four inches tall.

Casey also had the personal badge of famed badge maker Ed Jones. This unusual 
sterling silver and enamel badge was fl at in design with an American fl ag in full color near 
the top left and the California state fl ag near the top right. Under the fl ags it says, in blue 
enamel, “Edward Jones.” Under Jones it says “Athens Parlor No 195,” and then “Oakland 
Calif.” under that, all in blue enamel.

Arizona resident Gonzo Gonzales was set up at “Porky” making patch collectors 

happy with boxes full of patches.
Ron and Kana Burkey, also from Arizona, had several tables of great badges with my 

favorites being their large display of American Railway Express badges.
Burkey told me that now that he and Kana have moved from the East Coast to 

On display at Jim Casey’s “Porky” table was the personal badge of well 
known California badge maker Ed Jones. This enormous sterling silver and 
enamel badge reads, “Edward Jones, Athens Parlor No. 195, Oakland, Calif.” 
There are full color USA and California fl ags. Arthur Fox photograph

Porky Show ...Continued

R. Todd Ruse (right), dressed in his traditional all black including his 
distinctive hat, discusses a badge with one of the collectors who attended 
this year’s “Porky” show at Taylor Hall in Claremont, Calif. Ruse has great 
collections from Stockton PD and San Joaquin County. Arthur Fox photograph

Retired Salt River, Ariz. Tribal Police Offi  cer Gonzo Gonzales stayed very busy 
throughout the day selling his law enforcement patches at the 2019 “Porky” show. 
Gonzales had jam-packed containers and frames of public safety agency patches 
stacked fi ve high on his tables. Arthur Fox photograph

Longtime California badge collector Al Mize had a handful of 14-karat gold 
badges at his table including this Santa Clara, Calif. chief of police badge 
attributed to George P. Fallon. The legend reads “CHIEF OF POLICE/ SANTA 
CLARA/ CALIFORNIA/ GEO. P. FALLON.” Arthur Fox photograph

Retired Guadalupe, Calif. Chief of Police Gary Hoving (right) stayed very 
busy showing off  his collection of badges that were for sale at the 38th annual 
“Porky” show. Hoving serves as the president of the California Law Enforcement 
Historical Society which he helped found. Arthur Fox photograph
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Former East Coast collectors Ron and Kana Burkey, who now make their 
home in Arizona, had their tables piled high with Riker cases full of badges. 
Burkey said he and Kana will be attending more western state shows. A week 
later they were set up at a show in Mesa, Ariz. Arthur Fox photograph

This Riker case is full of American Railway Express badges and was found at 
the table of Ron and Kana Burkey during the “Porky” show in Claremont, Calif. 
American Railway Express was a nationwide package delivery service that 
operated from 1918 to 1975 when it closed. Arthur Fox photograph

(Top)  A collector from Florida had this nice U. S. deputy collector from the 
Internal  Revenue Service badge for sale at “Porky.” (Bottom) He also had 
credentials for Oliver C. Davis, who was a deputy tax collector in Jacksonville, 
Fla. The credentials are dated August 22, 1922. Arthur Fox photograph

Pat Lynch (second from left) talks business with Jim Casey (far right) at 
“Porky.” Lynch is a badge collector from Nevada and Casey is from Northern 
California. Casey is the author of two volumes of great books on historic law 
enforcement badges, Badges of America’s Finest. Arthur Fox photograph

Well-known collector and “Porky” regular Mark Patton-Hall (right) stops by 
Dean Tresch’s table and fi nds a couple of badges to add to his collection. Tresch 
is a former deputy U.S. marshal and lives in Washington State. Hall-Patton 
appears regularly on the TV show Pawn Stars. Arthur Fox photograph

An early American Express Company wagon badge that Arthur Fox encoun-
tered at the Porky show. It shows a guard dog in the center design and the 
number “218” on a panel at the bottom. The badge is a dark-colored shield with 
very nice raised lettering as part of the die. Arthur Fox photograph



Page 4 POLICE COLLECTORS NEWS Mar.-Apr. 2019

Arizona, they will be at more western collectibles shows. A week later, I ran into them at 
Brian Label’s Old West Collectibles Show and Auction in Mesa, Ariz.

“Porky” always brings together a great group of collectors from throughout the country 
and 2019 was no exception. If you haven’t made plans to attend or set up in 2020, do it 
fast because it is always a sellout.

Hats off  to Nick Cardaras and Dennis Smith for another great show with special 
thanks to the Claremont Police Department, Offi  cer Jennifer Ganino and her hard-
working Explorer Post.

ART FOX (PO Box 1394, Montrose CO 81402)

Porky Show ...Continued

Swap
Meet

Calendar
© 2019 Police Insignia Collectors Association

SPECIAL – These are the latest police insignia show and swap meet announcements.
Collectors interested in attending these events should contact the sponsors at 

the addresses or telephone numbers listed for additional information, such as driving 
directions, table availability, hotel or motel accommodations, handicapped accessibility, 
parking or possible last-minute changes and/or cancellations.

Show sponsors provide “Swap Meet Calendar” listings. We are not responsible for 
changes after we go to press, nor are we liable for errors or omissions.

These announcements are published at no cost to show sponsors. However, hosts 
are requested to cooperate in our eff ort to obtain a follow-up story as soon as possible 
after each show.

Because many collectors now use global positioning systems (GPS) to locate shows, 
street addresses should be included in these announcements.

Athens, O.
The Third Annual “Southeastern Ohio” Police Collectors Show will be Sat., Mar. 16 

from 9 am to 2 pm at the Athens City Community Center, 701 E. State St., Athens, O. 
Clay Lowing and Andrew Watson will host it.

Admission is a donation.
Tables are $15 for the fi rst table and $10 for each additional table. The hall will open at 

8 am for exhibitor setup.
Refreshments will be available.
This show is only open to law enforcement professionals and known collectors.
For table reservations or additional information, contact:
Lowing cl1237@gmail.com or (937) 308-1158
Watson aawwatson@icloud.com or (740) 707-0254.
Tables can also be reserved on the show’s Facebook page.

Peotone, Ill.
The Seventh Annual Peotone Fire and Police Swap Meet will be Sat., Mar. 17 from 8 

am to 2 pm at the Will County Fairgrounds, 710 West St. Peotone, Ill. It will be sponsored 
by the Peotone Fire Protection District.

Admission is $5.
Indoor and outdoor display space is available.
Food and concessions will be available.
There will be a raffl  e drawing.
New and antique fi re apparatus will be on display.
For more information or to reserve display space, contact Pat Holohan (815) 932-9877 

(home), (815) 482-8454 (cell) or holohanpat@att.net
Jerry Dole (815) 739-3486, acdole@yahoo.com.
Fire Chief Bill Schreiber (708) 258-6884.

Clearwater, Fla.

The 2019 Florida Gulf Coast Police and Fire Badge and Patch Collectors Show will 
be Sat., Mar. 16 from 8 am to 2 pm at the Greenbriar Club House, 2013 Greenbriar Rd., 
Clearwater, Fla. John Radcliff e will host it. Please note the location change.

Eight foot tables are available for $20 each. Ten six-foot tables are available for $15 
each. Exhibitor setup begins at 7 am.

Please confi rm table reservations by mailing payment to John Radcliff e, 1025 McLean 
St., Dunedin FL 34698 by Mar. 1.

For additional information, contact Radcliff e on (727) 733-5076 (home), (727) 900-
3661 (cell) or email johndrjr52@verizon.net.

Saint Louis, Mo.
The 2019 “Honor Our Fallen” Police Memorabilia Show will be Sat., Mar. 23 beginning 

at 9 am at the Regency A Ballroom at the Saint Louis Union Station Double Tree Hotel, 
1820 Market St., Saint Louis, Mo. Tom Engelmann will host it.

Admission is a $5 donation.
Tables are available for a $15 donation. Exhibitor setup will begin at 8 am. Early 

reservations are recommended because table space may be limited.
There will be a silent auction of law enforcement collectibles and related items.
All proceeds will benefi t the Concerns of Police Survivors (COPS) National Offi  ce.
The show will be sponsored by the International Law Enforcement Educators and 

Trainers Association (ILEETA) and the National Rifl e Association Law Enforcement 
Activities Division. ILEETA will match funds raised at the show.

Hotel parking will be validated.
For additional information contact Engelmann on (315) 569-7212 or tjengelmann@

cazenovia,edu.
Hotel reservations can be made through their Web site, CurioCollection3.Hilton.Com. 

The telephone number is (314) 231-1234.

Detroit, Mich.
The 35th Annual Detroit Area Police and Fire Collectors Show and Exhibit will be Sat., 

Apr. 6 from 9 am to 3 pm at the UFCW Union Hall, 876 Horrace Brown Dr., Madison 
Heights, Mich. Dave Loar, Mike Duvall, Todd Hansen and Bill Pace are the hosts.

Admission is $5. Children under 12 will be admitted free.
One hundred twenty eight-foot tables are available for $25 each and must be paid 

for in advance. Setup begins at 7 am. Payment should be made to Dave Loar by check, 
money order or Pay Pal.

There will be hourly door prizes, display awards and a patch drop drawing.
This is a closed show. Only known collectors or public safety professionals with a valid 

police or fi re ID will be admitted.
Current style badges may not be bought, sold or traded at the show or on the property. 

Displays which contain current badges must be marked “Display Only.”
For table reservations, contact Loar on (517) 404-9781.
For show information, contact Duvall (586) 709-6891 or duvallm70@yahoo.com; 

Hansen on 2933hansen@gmail.com or Pace on wpace423@aol.com.

Riverdale, Md.
The next Mid-Atlantic Police Collectors Extravaganza will be Sat., Apr. 6 from 10 am to 

3 pm at the Elks Lodge, 6700 Kenilworth Ave., Riverdale Md. Andy Ferraro will host it.
Admission is $5.
Approximately 100 tables are available for $23 each. The hall will open for exhibitor 

setup only from 8 am to 10 am.
Collectors without tables who wish to enter the hall before 10 am must pay a $10 early 

bird fee.
There will be a trophy for the best display.
Send table reservations to Andy Ferraro, 4214 Woodberry St., Hyattsville MD 20782-

1171.
For additional information, contact the host on (240) 723-0507 or (301) 927-2327.

Hasbrouck Heights, N.J.
The Third Annual “New York and New Jersey Metropolitan” Police and Fire Collectors 

Show will be Sun., Apr. 7 from 8:30 am to 3 pm at the Hilton Hasbrouck Heights Hotel, 
650 Terrace Ave., Hasbrouck Heights, N.J. Gerry Tibbs, Brian Lyons and Ed Zitek will 
host it.

Admission is $5. Spouses and children under 12 will be admitted free. The hall will 
open at 8 am for exhibitor setup.

All 95 tables have been sold. There is a waiting list in the event of last minute 
cancellations.

Displays are encouraged. Awards will be presented form the best patch, badge and 
overall displays.
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Reproduction material must be marked as such.
Only public safety collectors and known collectors will be admitted. Identifi cation may 

be required.
There is a restaurant on the premises.
A group rate is available for $119 plus tax per night. The promotional code is 

PCASM2. Online reservations can be made at Hilton.Com. The hotel telephone number 
is (201) 288-6100. Reservations can also be made through the show Facebook page.

Rooms are also available at the Holiday Inn Crown Plaza Hotel, 50 Kenny Place, 
Saddle Brook, N.J. at a special rate of $139 plus tax. The hotel can be reached on (866} 
238 -4218 or (201) 880-8250 or CrownePlazaHotel/GuestReservations.Com.

For more information or get on the waiting list, email the hosts on nynjpcs@gmail.com 
or telephone (201)785-7792.

San Jose, Calif.
The “Silicon Valley” Law Enforcement Collectors Insignia and Memorabilia Show will 

be Sat., May 4 from 8 am to 2 pm at the San Jose Police Offi  cers’ Association Hall, 1151 
North Fourth Street, San Jose, Calif. Jarrod Nunes will host it.

Forty to 50 tables will be available for $40 each. Pay Pal table payments can be 
emailed to Nunes on nunesjj@aol.com or mail checks made payable to Jarrod Nunes, 
PO Box 2579, Livermore CA 94551.

All proceeds will go to the SJPOA.
To make table reservations or for additional information, contact the host on (925) 

784-2146 or email to nunesjj@aol.com.

Fall River, Mass.
The 2019 “Bay State” Police Collectors Shows will be Sun., May 5 and Sun., Oct. 6 at 

the Fall River Police PAL Building, 31 Franklin St., Fall River, Mass. The hosts are Gary 
Smith and Barb Haven.

General admission is $7.
Eight-foot tables are available for $17, which includes one admission. Additional tables 

are $10 each. Tables not occupied by 10 am will be resold with no refunds. Table space 
is limited so early reservations are recommended.

Some refreshments will be available for purchase.
Fire, EMS and public safety insignia and memorabilia is welcome.
This show is open to law enforcement offi  cers and known collectors only. Credentials 

may be checked at the door. The hosts reserve the right to refuse admission to anyone.
For table reservations email the hosts on baystatepolice@gmail.com.

Mesa, Ariz.
The Sixth Annual Mesa-Phoenix Law Enforcement Collectibles Show will be Sat., 

June 1 from 9 am to 2 pm at the Windmere Conference Center and Resort Hotel, 5750 E. 
Main St., Mesa, Ariz. Jim and Shirley Ward will host it.

Admission is $5. Children are admitted free.
Fifty-fi ve tables are available for $45 each and must be reserved and paid for in 

advance. The hall will open at 8 am for exhibitor setup.
The fi rst fi ve shows were sellouts. Early table reservations are recommended.
Special room rates are available at the hotel. Call the hotel and mention the police 

collectors rate on (800) 888-3561 or (480) 985-3600.
If enough rooms are reserved, there will be a pre-show get-together in the hotel lobby 

on Friday evening.
Check the hotel Web site to see the facility, WindmereHotelMesa.Com.
Send table reservations to Jim Ward, 7757 E. Caballero Dr., Mesa AZ 85207.
Call or email the hosts with any questions: (480) 534-7915 (home) or (419) 656-4115 

(cell) or ward5901@yahoo.com. Please note the new home telephone number.

Branson, Mo.
The Fifth Annual “Heart of the Ozarks” Police Collectors Show will be Fri., June 14 

from 12 pm to 4 pm and Sat., June 15 from 8 am to 4 pm at the Camden Hotel and 
Conference Center, 275 Tanger Blvd., Branson, Mo. The hosts are Jim Post, Terry Bible 
and Tom Breen.

The show is held in conjunction with National Law Enforcement Week in Branson.
Admission is free.
Seventy-fi ve six-foot tables are available for $15 each. Checks, Pay Pal and major 

credit cards accepted. Make reservations with Breen on mshp297@hotmail.com or by 
mail to Tom Breen, 5500 E. Critter Crossing Rd., Hartsburg MO 65039. Early reservations 
are recommended.

There will be a display contest with awards for the best entries.
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Lunch will be available on site.
The Camden Hotel is off ering discounted room rates between $60 and $80 per night. 

Make reservations on (417) 334-8404. Mention Law Enforcement Week to qualify for 
the discount. The rate includes free breakfast. The hotel has a pool, WiFi and a large 
lobby for after hours trading. Please note the corrected area code from previous 
announcements.

National Law Enforcement Week includes a police shooting competition, motorcycle 
competition and many other events. Huge discounts are local attractions are available. 
Information can be found on LawEnforcementWeek.Org.

For additional information, contact the hosts.
Post (479) 253-6333 kopkars@arkansas.net
Bible (417) 527-1598 terry.bible264@gmail.com
Breen (573) 864-4736 mshp297@hotmail.com

Windsor, Ont.
The First Annual International Police Association Region 11International Police 

Collectors Show and Exhibit will be Sat., June 29 from 9 am to 3 pm at the Central Park 
Athletic Complex, 3400 Grand Maris Rd., Windsor, Ont. David Dean, Laurie Langlois, 
Andrew Brooks and Randal Glenn are the hosts.

Admission is $3. Spouses and children under 12 will be admitted free.
Sixty tables are available for $10 each and must be paid for in advance. Electronic 

transfer is easiest for payment.
Prizes will be awarded for the best patch, badge and overall displays.
There will be door prizes and a patch drop box.
This show is open to law enforcement or emergency services members or bonafi de 

and known collectors.
Out of town collectors should contact the hosts for local hotel suggestions.
For table reservations, contact Dean or Langlois on ipar11patchshow@hotmail.com.
For additional information, contact Dean on (519) 259-3069

2019 National Police Collectors Show
The 34th Annual National Police Collectors Show will be Thurs., July 11, Fri., July 12 

and Sat., July 13, 2019 at the Irving Convention Center at Los Colinas, 500 West Las 
Colinas Blvd., Irving, Tex. Rick Janich, Lupe Garza, Alex Bielawski, Mondo Tjerina and 
Tim Davis will host it.

Four hundred eight-foot tables are available for $85 each.
Two host hotels, the Texican Court and the Westin Irving Convention Center at Las 

Colinas, are across the street from the convention center.
The third host hotel is the Holiday Inn and Suites near the convention center but not 

within walking distance. It off ers free parking and a free shuttle.
The show information line is (972) 771-5952 or email 2019nationalpoliceshow@gmail.

com.
The show Web site is PoliceNational2019.Com.
The show also has a Facebook page at 2019 National Police Show.
There are links to make table or hotels reservations.

Orlando, Fla.
The 2019 “Vacation Capital” Police Collectors Show will be Sat., Sept. 7 from 9 am to 

3 pm at the Rosen Plaza Hotel, 9700 International Dr., Orlando, Fla. Doug Sarubbi, Ron 
Bartholome and John Holmes  will host it.

Admission is $3.

Eighty-fi ve tables are available for $30 each. Setup begins at 7:30 am.
Awards will be presented for the best displays.
There is free on site parking for attendees and guests.
The Rosen Plaza is off ering a special room rate of $105 on Friday and Saturday 

nights. Make reservations with the hotel on (800) 627-8258. Please mention the “OCSO 
Doug Sarubbi Vacation Capital Police Show” by name.

For more information contact Sarubbi on (407) 883-6959 or email sarubb@aol.com.
Please confi rm table reservations by mailing payment to: Doug Sarubbi, 4023 Salmon 

Dr., Orlando FL 32835.

Saint Paul, Minn.
The Fifth Annual “Capitol City” Law Enforcement Collectors Show will be Sat., Sept. 

7 from 9 am to 1 pm at the Saint Paul Police Department Western District Headquarters, 
389 N. Hamline Ave., Saint Paul, Minn.

The show will be hosted by the Saint Paul Police Department and collectors Dave 
Pasicczynk, Jim Hart and Mike R. Bondarenko. It will be be sponsored by the Saint Paul 
Police Historical Society (SPPHS) and Police Collectors News.

Admission is free. A donation to the SPPHS is requested.
Forty-fi ve exhibitor tables are available for free. Early reservations are recommended; 

all previous shows have been sellouts. A donation to the SPPHS is requested. The hall 
will open at 7:30 am for exhibitor setup.

This show is a fundraiser for the Saint Paul Police Historical Society.
Complimentary coff ee, baked goods and soft drinks will be served. A complimentary 

hot dogs and chips lunch will be served. There are also numerous fast food restaurants 
in the immediate area.

Please make table reservations with Mike R. Bondarenko on (715) 684-2216 or email 
mikerbondarenko@baldwin-telecom.net.

Ripon, Calif.
The 34th  Annual Northern California Law Enforcement Collectors Show and the 

Menlo Park and Ripon Police Explorers Police Emergency Vehicle Show and Law 
Enforcement Recruitment Fair will be held at the Ripon Community Center, 334 West 
Fourth St., Ripon, Calif. on Sat., Oct. 5 from 9 am to 2 pm. Mike Lynch and Brian Smith 
will host the insignia show, while Darryl Lindsay will host the outdoor car show.

These shows are fundraisers for the Concerns of Police Survivors, Ripon Police VIPS 
and Menlo Park Police Cadets.

The shows are sponsored by the International Police Association Region 29 and the 
Ripon Police Department.

Admission is free.
Fifty-two eight-foot by 36-inch tables are available for $30 each. Display only tables 

are $15 each. Tableholders only setup begins at 8 am.
Awards will be presented for the best insignia and vehicle displays.
The host hotel is the Fairfi eld Inn, 4342 Salida Blvd., Modesto, Calif. The hotel off ers a 

law enforcement show rate. Please mention the rate when making room reservations on 
(209) 543-7800.

There will be a pre-show gathering at the host hotel on Friday, Oct. 4 from 5 pm to 
6:30 pm.

Send checks for table reservations to Mike Lynch, PO Box 3212, Bowman CA 95604-
3212. Please make checks out to Mike Lynch. His telephone number is (530) 613-4732. 
His email is lynch3212@gmail.com.

Questions about the emergency vehicle vehicle show should be directed to Darryl 
Lindsay on inpursuitmppd@yahoo.com or (650) 743-4486.
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Copyright The entire contents of this newspaper are protected by copyright. All 
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Board,” are registered trademarks. The contents of this newspaper may not be repro-
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Police Collectors News and PCNEWS are registered trademarks of the Police Insignia 
Collectors Association and may not be used without permission.

Our electronic address is registered and may not be used without permission.

The Chronotype Publishing Company in Rice Lake, Wis. publishes PCNEWS.
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Swap Meet Calendar ...Continued

Oregon Badge Misrepresented A seller on an Internet auction site 
misrepresented a Brandon, Ore. Police Department circled star badge as “obsolete and 
over 75 years old” and off ered it for sale for $150.  According to Oregon collector Derwin 
Boggs, Harry Blazer of Two Cops Insignia in Phoenix, Ariz. made the badge in 1991 
and off ered it to collectors. While the department is still wearing Blazer’s basic badge 
creation, there have been variations over the years.

Milwaukee Going Retro The Milwaukee Police Department will discontinue the 
current shoulder emblem and revert to the previous design, according to local media 
reports. The current design was introduced by former Chief Edward Flynn, who retired 
from the agency in 2018. His emblem was unpopular with uniformed offi  cers who 
preferred the previous design. Flynn, 70, retired after serving ten years as Wisconsin’s 
largest city’s police chief.

Hawaii Conservation Reproductions Marty Cassidy has posted an alert to 
other South Pacifi c and state agency collectors that reproduction Hawaii Conservation 
patches are being off ered for sale on the Internet auction site eBay. The phony emblems 
are being sold by a seller who claims to be in Pigeon Forge, Tenn. Cassidy said the real 
patch is fully embroidered and has the maker’s label on the back under plastic.
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Texas Locked And 
Loaded For Fourth 

National Show
The Lone Star State is ready to host its fourth National 

Police Collectors Show. Veteran show host Rod Janich 
heads a team of Texas collectors are putting together 
what will be an outstanding show at the Irving Convention 
Center on July 11, 12 and 13. Janich off ers a preview of 
the hobby’s 34th annual convention.

By Mike R. Bondarenko, Editor

IRVING, Tex. – Put on a pair of boots (with spurs, of course), your best cowboy hat 
and cinch up your gunbelt! Texas is locked and loaded for the 2019 National Police 
Collectors Show.

Rod Janich and a team of top notch Lone Star State collectors will host the hobby’s 
34th annual convention at the Irving Convention Center on July 11, 12 and 13. It will mark 
the fourth time the Lone Star State has hosted the show.

“We’re ready. I just can’t wait!” Janich, a retired Dallas police offi  cer, said. “It’s going to 
be an all-Texas show. It will be a show to remember.”

Janich and his team will host the show beginning on Thursday, July 11 with setup day 
from 8 am to 5 pm. The show will be open to the public on Friday, July 12 and Saturday, 
July 13 from 8 am to 5 pm both days.

This will be the fi rst Thursday through Saturday show. The traditional format has been 
Friday through Sunday.

Four hundred tables are available for $85 each. The table fee includes admission for 
the tableholder and a table assistant. (Only tableholders will be admitted on the Thursday 
setup day.)

Janich and his team are planning an all-Texas experience with personal appearances 
by active and retired Texas Rangers, retired Dallas police Detective James Leavelle 
and Marie Tippit, the window of slain Offi  cer J.D. Tippit of President John F. Kennedy 
assassination fame, as well as Texas art and artifacts and the debut of Texas collections 
that have never been shown.

“We’re going all out. We want this to be a great show that  everyone will remember 
when they think of Texas and the National,” he said.

Janich plans to off er a Kennedy assassination site tour on Sunday, July 14 after the 

show.
Collectors and guests would have a once in a lifetime opportunity to tour the Sixth 

Floor Museum, which chronicles the 1963 presidential assassination; Dealey Plaza, the 
assassination site; the former Dallas Police headquarters where alleged assassin Lee 
Harvey Oswald was shot and killed; the Texas Theater where Oswald was captured and 
the site where Oswald shot and killed Offi  cer Tippit.

“The tour would have to be arranged and paid for in advance, but what I am thinking is 
to rent a motor coach,” Janich said.

The collector has an encyclopedic knowledge of the Kennedy Assassination, 
especially Dallas PD’s historic role in apprehending Oswald less than two hours after he 
assassinated the president.

“People forget that Dallas had Oswald in custody less than two hours after he shot the 
president. That’s an absolutely amazing accomplishment, especially in the early 1960s 
when they did everything by good old fashioned police work, and they were dealing with 
an offi  cer shot and killed on duty,” Janich said.

Table reservations can be made on the show’s Web site, PoliceNational2019.Com.

Welcome to Irving Paula and I fl ew to Dallas in late November to preview the 
National Show site, hotels and surrounding attractions, as well as to escape the brutal 
Wisconsin winter for a few days.

Janich was an aff able and accommodating host. We were extremely impressed by 

PCNEWS Advertising Manager Paula J. Bondarenko (left) and 2019 National 
Police Collectors Show co-host Rod Janich (right) pose in front of the Irving 
Convention Center at Las Colinas. The ultra-modern facility is the site of the 
fourth visit of the National Show to Texas. Mike R. Bondarenko photograph

The unique Irving Convention Center at Las Colinas off ers 100,000 feet 
of exhibit space. The National Show will be held in the main exhibit hall on 
Thursday, July 11, Friday, July 12 and Saturday, July 13. The hall has a rental 
car agency and breakfast and lunch cafe. Mike R. Bondarenko photograph

Rod Janich is planning a law enforcement vehicle show and public safety 
displays in the plaza in front of the Irving Convention Center at Las Colinas. The 
massive convention center will host the National Police Collectors Show in the 
50,000 square foot main exhibition hall. Mike R. Bondarenko photograph



Page 8 POLICE COLLECTORS NEWS Mar.-Apr. 2019

his dedication to the show, as well as his obvious love of Texas law enforcement history, 
especially the Kennedy Assassination.

We fl ew Southwest into Love Field, which is a very modern airport with every traveler 
amenity. We rented a car and were on our way to Irving within minutes after landing. It 
was an easy trip to the Los Colinas Urban Center in Irving.

The Texican Court and Westin Hotel were both still under construction during our visit, 
so we stayed at another hotel.

Later, we drove past Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport, which is about equal 
distance from Love Field to the show site on the John Carpenter Freeway. It is easy to 
get to the show site from either airport.

The Los Colinas Urban Center is an upscale area of corporate headquarters, 
shopping centers, entertainment venues and hotels in the northeast corner of Irving and 
adjacent to the Dallas city limits. It’s a very safe, modern area with easy access to the 
rest of the Metroplex, which is what the Dallas-Fort Worth area is called locally. This area 
is as upscale and modern as any that has hosted the National.

The Irving Convention Center and all three host hotels are located in the heart of the 
Los Colinas Urban Center on West Colinas Drive.

A parking ramp is attached to the Irving Convention Center. The entrance 
is located on Promenade Parkway west of the West Colinas Drive intersection 
across the road from the Westin Hotel. This is the main entrance to the 
convention center ground fl oor show site. Mike R. Bondarenko photograph

2019 National Show ...Continued

The Texican Court is a multi-building complex centered around courtyards 
and a large outdoor pool. This is a view of the hotel from the intersection of West 
Colinas Drive and Promenade Parkway. The convention center is located to the 
left of the hotel entrance. It’s a very shprt walk. Contributed photograph

One of the three buildings that comprise the new Texican Court Hotel is 
shown in the background. The outdoor swimming pool and lounge area are 
shown in the foreground. The brand new hotel is off ering a special room rate of 
$159 a night for the National Show. Mike R. Bondarenko photograph

A guest room at the Texican Court Hotel shows features Southwestern decor 
and a strong multinational infl uence. The boutique hotel is designed to give 
guests a “Tex Mex” experience.   Each room is retro with a large 1950s-style 
refrigerator but modern amenities. Rod Janich photograph

The entrance to the Two Mules Cantina and Restaurant at the Texican Court 
Hotel is accented by an outdoor lounge area adorned with tables and chairs. 
The restaurant serves lunch and dinner and off ers a full bar. There is also a 
tequila bar across from the front lobby. Mike R. Bondarenko photograph
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unique vertical architecture. It is one of the most picturesque facilities to host the National 
Show in its 34-year history.

The show will take place in the massive 50,000 square-foot main exhibition hall, which 
is on ground level.

There is an attached parking ramp within steps of a side entrance to the hall, all on 
ground level.

“Tableholders can drive to the hall, park in the ramp and use the side entrance to enter 
the show. It’s only a few steps from the ramp to the entrance. No stairs, no elevators. 
Easy in and easy out,” Janich said.

The convention center off ers an Enterprise Rental Car agency.
Coppers Cafe is located an escalator ride to the second level. The cafe will be open 

on Thursday and Friday from 9 am to 2 pm and off ers breakfast and lunch, soft drinks 
and Starbucks coff ee. There is indoor and outdoor seating.

Food and drink will be available in the hall on Saturday. “There will be no need to 
leave the hall for lunch or refreshments. Everything will be available on site,” Janich said.

“The Irving Convention and Visitors Bureau has been awesome to work with. Their 
representatives will handle the  registration table. They will be available to provide local 
information and answer questions about restaurants and entertainment,” the co-host 
added.

The hosts are planning a public safety vehicle show in the plaza outside the 
convention center main entrance. Antique and current vehicles will be displayed, as well 
as other static public safety exhibits.

A virtual tour is available at IrvingConventionCenter.Com.
[Irving Convention Center, 500 West Los Colinas Boulevard, Irving, Texas, (800) 247-

8464]

Valencia Texican Court The new Valencia Texican Court, which opened only 
a few weeks before our visit, is located directly across West Los Colinas Boulevard from 
the convention center.

The 152-room retro-inspired boutique hotel has a Southwest theme that blends Texas 
and Mexican cultures.

Texicans were soldiers in Texas who mobilized to fi ght for independence from Mexico. 
The unique blend of Anglo and Hispanic settlers carved out a republic that is alive and 
well more than 180 years later.

The hotel was inspired by the theme to the 1966 Clint Eastwood fi lm, The Good, The 
Bad and The Ugly, by Ennio Morricone. It features Spanish mission-style architecture 
with a subtle layer of Texas.

“It is a really, really neat hotel. I love it,” Janich said.
The Texican off ers complimentary self-parking, complimentary expanded continental 

breakfast, outdoor fi re pits, rocking chairs on porches, an outdoor swimming pool, fi tness 
center, complimentary high speed Internet and 50-inch fl at screen TVs that support 
interactive streaming.

There is an on site restaurant, Two Mules Cantina, and a tequila bar across from the 
lobby entrance.

A neat perk: The lobby features an old fashioned refrigerator fi lled with Lone Star Beer 
longnecks. The cold beer is complimentary at check in!

It is a pet friendly hotel.
The Texican Court was still under construction when we visited. It will be completely 

fi nished in time for the National.

There are landscaped courts between the buildings.
“I love this place. It’s a true Southwestern getaway; a true Texas experience. 

Everything you need is here. It’s only a short walk across the street to the convention 
center or drive over and park in the ramp,” Janich said.

“We go all out to make our guests feel welcome and comfortable. We off er a very 
unique Southwest experience,” Brianna Sepulveda, Director of Sales and Marketing, told 
me.

“We have barbecues, live music on weekends and plenty of opportunities for 
our guests to sit back, relax and enjoy themselves. We’re new, so we want to prove 
ourselves.”

Sepulveda said collectors and their families who have never experienced true 
Southwestern hospitality will thoroughly enjoy the weekend at the Texican Court.

Additional information can be found at TexicanCourt.Com.
The hotel is off ering a $159 nightly rate for the National. There is a reservations link on 

the show Facebook page.
[Texican Court Hotel, 501 West Colinas Drive, Irving, Texas, (469) 577-4599]

Westin Irving Convention Center The Westin Irving Convention Center 
Hotel is located directly across Promenade Parkway from the convention center main 
entrance at the intersection with West Colinas Drive.

The Westin is a sharp contrast to the Texican. It is a 12-story 350-room high-rise full 
service hotel, which Janich said will cater to collectors and their families who desire a 
traditional hotel experience.

The hotel was under construction during our visit, so we were unable to take a tour. It 
is scheduled to open on March 26.

It off ers a rooftop pool and bar, Mexican theme restaurant and bar, coff ee shop and 
24-hour room service. It is pet friendly.

The new Westin Irving Convention Center Hotel will open on March 26. The 
12-story ultra-modern hotel off ers 350 guest rooms, restaurant, bar, fi tness 
center and rooftop swimming pool and lounge. The hotel is off ering a special 
rate for the National Show. Mike R. Bondarenko photograph

A guest room at the Westin Irving Convention Center Hotel with a king bed. 
large fl at screen TV and lighted work desk. Rod Janich toured the facility and 
called it “a great hotel.” It is in sharp contrast to the more laid back atmosphere 
at the Southwest-themed Texican Court. Rod Janich photograph

The Holiday Inn Express and Suites off  the John Carpenter Freeway is 
located northwest of the Irving Convention Center, which can be seen on the 
right. The large parking ramp at the convention center can handle hundreds of 
vehicles, so parking won’t be an issue. Mike R. Bondarenko photograph
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It is a two star six-story 128-suite hotel that has a 4.2 of 5 Trip Advisor rating.
There is a fi tness center, free hot breakfast, complimentary parking and WiFi and a 

Monday through Thursday reception with complimentary beer, wine and hot and cold 
hors d’ oeuvres.

We did not tour the hotel or obtain nightly room rate information.
(Please be aware there are two Holiday Inns near the Las Colinas Urban Center. The 

Holiday Inn Express and Suites described above is closest to the convention center. 
There is another Holiday Inn farther south at 110 West John Carpenter Freeway. It is a 
full service hotel with a bar and restaurant and room service.)

[Holiday Inn Express and Suites, 333 West John Carpenter Freeway, Irving, Texas, 
(972) 910-0302]

Toyota Music Factory The Toyota Music Factory is an awesome ultra-modern 
music and entertainment venue within walking distance of the Texican Court and the 
Westin.

An Alamo Drafthouse Theater and 15 restaurants and bars are clustered around an 
8000-seat outdoor pavilion and an smaller indoor venue.

Big name entertainers perform at the music venues. Toni Braxton and Mariah Carey 
played there in January and February.

Prettymuch, a Canadian-American pop band, will play there on July 11 and Michael 
McDonald and Chaka Khan are scheduled to perform on July 13.

We visited Gloria’s Latin Cuisine, Grimnaldi’s Coal Brick Oven Pizza, Thirsty Lion 
Gastro Pub and The Yard House for drinks and dinner. All were good places to eat and 
drink, especially during late afternoon happy hours.

“There is no shortage of things to do or places to eat and drink near the hotels,” 
Janich said.

We also found numerous other restaurants and bars within a few blocks of Las 
Colinas Boulevard.

Jim Leavelle? Really??? Paula and I had fi nished our tours of the Irving 
Convention Center and Texican Court with Rod Janich on a warm, sunny late November 
afternoon.

I was putting my notebook and camera away when Janich asked, “Do you want to 
meet Jim Leavelle tomorrow?”

It took a moment for the question to sink in because I couldn’t believe what I had just 
heard.

I was 11 years old and a grade school student on November 22, 1963 when President 
Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas. I remember the horrifi c tragedy like it was 
yesterday. So do so many others of my generation.

Of course, I immediately remembered that Leavelle was the fabled Dallas police 
detective who was handcuff ed to alleged assassin Lee Harvey Oswald when Jack Ruby 
shot him to death in the basement of police headquarters two days later.

“Jim Leavelle? The Jim Leavelle?” I stammered disbelievingly.
“I made arrangements with Jim for us to have lunch and spend some time with us 

tomorrow, if you can make it,” Janich said.
“‘If we can make it?’ Of course, we can make it!” I replied instantaneously.
It was my great honor and pleasure to meet the legendary Texas lawman at his home 

in a Garland retirement community the following morning.

Janich went on a private tour on February 28 and came away impressed. “It’s a great 
hotel,” he said.

The hotel, which is 78 steps from the convention center front door, off ers van and/or 
golf cart transportation to and from the convention center or the adjacent Toyota Music 
Factory.

“Very modern fi rst class rooms. Double queen bed rooms are very roomy,” Janich 
said.

The Westin is adjacent to the Toyota Music Factory, an entertainment venue with an 
Alamo Drafthouse Theater, 15 restaurants and bars and live music venues.

The hotel is off ering a discounted $155 nightly room rate from July 10 to July 13. The 
last day to book a room is June 29.

There is a reservations link on the show Facebook page.
[Westin Irving Convention Center, 400 West Colinas Boulevard, Irving, Texas, (469) 

647-9692)]

Holiday Inn Express and Suites The third host hotel is the Holiday Inn 
Express and Suites Irving Convention Center. It is located off  the John Carpenter 

There are two versions of the highly-collectible 2019 National Police Collec-
tors Show badge. One was created from a Mexican fi ve peso coin, while the 
other is not made from one of the rare coins but is nevertheless attractive. Both 
badges are now available trhough the Web site. Rod Janich photograph

Retired Dallas police Detective Jim Leavelle (left), 98, hosted Rod Janich, 
Mike R. Bondarenko (second from left) and Paula J. Bondarenko (right) at 
his Garland, Tex. home. The Bondarenkos spent an enjoyable day with the 
legendary lawman of Kennedy Assassination fame. Rod Janich photograph

Bob Jackson won a Pulitzer Prize for this photograph of Jack Ruby shooting 
suspected presidential assassin Lee Harvey Oswald in the underground garage 
at Dallas PD headquarters on November 24, 1963. Detective Jim Leavelle is 
wearing the light-colored suit and hat. Robert Jackson photograph

2019 National Show ...Continued
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the Kennedy Assassination, is a true Texas gentleman and a cop’s cop.

Leavelle has with an absolutely incredible memory. While he has had health issues, 
the former Dallas detective’s mind is as sharp as it was when he was still on the job years 
ago.

“I’ve known him for several years. He may be 98, but he hasn’t forgotten a thing. He is 
truly remarkable,” said Janich, who visits his friend at least once a week and has helped 
him organize his personal papers and memorabilia.

Paula and I were mesmerized as we sat next to Leavelle in his living room adorned 
with Texas art and mementos of his 25-year Dallas police career (April 1950 to April 
1975) and listened to him talk about his life and career.

Leavelle was born and raised in Red River County, Texas and served with the United 
States Navy during World War II. He was a sailor aboard the USS Whitney, a destroyer 
tender, when the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941.

“We were in port at Pearl. We were moored next to some destroyers. It was a beautiful 
Sunday morning. I remember hearing explosions across the harbor. Guys started yelling, 
‘We’re under attack! We’re under attack!’ I couldn’t believe it. No one could believe it. We 
were real lucky because we never got hit. Of course, a lot of ships did get hit,” Leavelle 
recalled.

A few months later, the USS Whitney headed into the South Pacifi c to support 
operations that ultimately led to the Battle of Coral Sea. However, the ship ran into a 
severe storm and Leavelle suff ered severe damage to both knees.

“I was on a ladder between decks when we got hit by a wave. I went all the way down, 
maybe 20 to 25 feet, and came down on my knees. I didn’t want to go, but they sent me 
back stateside for rehab,” he said.

While recuperating at the Oak Knoll Naval Hospital in Oakland, Calif., he met a pretty 
young nurse, Taimi Sanelma Trast, who later became his wife. They were married for 62 
years before she died in 2014.

“I worked in supply for the Army Air Force in California after the war, but I really didn’t 
like that very much. I wanted to go back to Texas. Taimi went along with it, so we moved 
to Dallas. I thought I had a better chance of fi nding a decent job in the city,” he recalled.

Leavelle joined the Dallas Police Department as a homicide detective in 1950. He 
worked for legendary Captain J.W. “Will” Fritz, who served as a police detective and 
supervisor for 49 years.

“Homicide was an elite unit. We were really good at what we did. We had a 98 percent 
clearance rate. Technically, we were Homicide and Robbery, but I worked a lot more 
homicides than anything else,” Leavelle said.

He began wearing a white Western hat on duty at Captain Fritz’s insistence. Known as 
“Fritz Hats,” the captain prohibited anyone other than his detectives to wear white hats on 
duty.

“Captain Fritz was one of the best detectives I ever met. He was able to fi gure people 
out. He was never wrong when it came to a suspect. He solved a lot of cases that we got 
credit for because he told us who did it. All we had to do was wrap it up,” Leavelle said.

Even though his Kennedy Assassination involvement was limited to his contact with 

Oswald on November 24, 1963, it was the iconic Pulitzer Prize-winning photograph of 
him escorting the alleged assassin to a waiting car in the underground garage when 
Ruby emerged from a gaggle of reporters and photographers and shot him that made 
him a historic fi gure.

A treasure trove After we talked for a couple hours, Leavelle invited us into his 
private offi  ce, a treasure trove of Kennedy Assassination history. He was interviewed by 
NBC News anchor Lester Holt for a documentary in this offi  ce a few years ago.

The walls are covered with photographs and memorabilia from Leavelle’s life and 
career.

There are photographs of Leavelle with President Gerald Ford and President Ronald 
Reagan personally autographed and dedicated to him by both presidents.

“Ford was the head of the Warren Commission. They investigated the assassination. I 
had to testify twice. I met Ford a couple times. The last time was when he was president. 
He remembered me. We had a nice conversation. He told me he appreciated [that] I 
agreed with their fi nding that Oswald did it,” Leavelle said.

He stands by his belief that Oswald was the assassin and acted alone.
Leavelle has a large collection of books, photographs and  documents related to the 

assassination, including an array of books that allege various conspiracy theories.
“I can only go on the evidence. The evidence is that Oswald killed Kennedy. There is 

no evidence to prove anything else. Maybe something else will come to light some day, 
but I doubt it after so many years,” he said.

There are two famous photographs of Leavelle him escorting Oswald at the moment 
he was shot.

One was taken by Robert Jackson, a photographer for the Dallas Times-Herald. It 
won the Pulitzer Prize. It shows Ruby shooting Oswald in the stomach and the assassin 
grimacing in pain.

The other picture was taken by Jack Beers, a photographer for the Dallas Morning 
News. It shows Ruby lunging at Oswald an instant before he fi red his pistol.

Leavelle has made countless presentations on the Kennedy Assassination over 
the years. He showed us loose leaf notebooks fi lled with his typed recollections of that 
infamous day, as well as copies of his offi  cial investigative notes and photographs.

The former lawman’s generosity is unparalleled. When I marveled at an original black 
and white print of Jackson’s historic photograph, Leavelle smiled and said, “Would you 
like it? I can sign it if you want.”

Needless to say, my collection now includes an original print of the Pulitzer Prize 
winner signed by Leavelle and Jackson!

He also gave a print of the Beers photograph and autographed it for me.
 Leavelle will be a guest of honor at the National Police Collectors Show.

Ruby kills Oswald After we said our goodbyes to Leavelle, Janich took us to 2014 
Main Street in downtown Dallas, the site of the former police headquarters in the Dallas 
Municipal Building where nightclub owner Jack Ruby killed suspected assassin Lee 
Harvey Oswald on live national television on November 24, 1963.

The building annex is now houses Dallas Municipal Court, while the original structure 
is undergoing renovation to a law school campus.

Chills ran down my spine as Janich and a building security supervisor escorted us in a 

Dallas police Detective Jim Leavelle autographed this print of a 
commemorative poster that the Dallas Police Department produced in 2013 to 
commemorate his legendary naval and police careers. The annual detective of 
the year award was named after Detective Leavelle. Contributed photograph

The building entrance to the underground garage at the former Dallas police 
headquarters where Jack Ruby shot Lee Harvey Oswald on November 24, 
1963. Detectives Jim Leavelle and L.C. Graves were escorting Oswald to a 
patrol car when Ruby shot him. Mike R. Bondarenko photograph
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elevaor to the underground garage where the shooting took place. Eerily, it looks almost 
exactly like it did on that memorable day 56 years ago.

There are entrance and exit ramps to the garage on Main and Elm Streets with 
large overhead doors. The ramps are on either end of a driveway between them. The 
remainder of the garage is reserved for underground parking.

The down ramp entrance is on Main Street, while the up ramp exit is on Elm Street. 
The shooting took place on the driveway just outside the basement entrance to the police 
headquarters lockup as a worldwide audience watched in horror on live television.

“The plan was to transfer Oswald from our lockup to the county jail in an armored car 
on Sunday morning. The armored car was supposed to drive down one ramp. Oswald 
was to be loaded inside. Then, it was supposed to go out the other ramp,” Janich said.

The problem was the armored car was too high to fi t through the overhead doors.
“Once they realized the armored car wouldn’t work, they didn’t want to take the 

chance of taking Oswald outside the building to put him in the armored car. So, they 
brought in an unmarked police car and decided to transport him in it,” Janich said.

Meanwhile, Captain Fritz assigned Detectives Leavelle and L.C. Graves, who were 
called in to work on Sunday morning, to accompany Oswald to the county jail.

“Oswald was in a cell in the lockup. L.C. and I went down there and stayed with him. 
We never let him out of our sight. Those were Captain Fritz’s orders,” Leavelle said.

 When the detectives got the call that the prisoner was ready to be transferred to the 
county jail, they escorted him through the lockup and past an offi  ce into the hallway that 
led to garage.

Leavelle has handcuff ed to Oswald’s right wrist, while Graves was handcuff ed to the 
left wrist as they walked him past a sea of reporters and TV cameras staked out in the 
garage.

“We wanted the garage cleared so we would be the only ones in there, but the chief 
promised the press they could take pictures of Oswald being transferred, so we were 
overruled. The time was supposed to be a secret, too, but it got out,” Leavelle recalled.

As Leavelle. wearing a tan suit and white hat, and Graves, wearing a dark suit and 
white hat, led Oswald toward the unmarked car, Ruby burst out of the gaggle of reporters, 
lunged at Oswald and fatally shot him.

“I was looking to my right at the car. Ruby approached from the left. I saw him at the 
last second and tried to jerk Oswald out of the way. Ruby shot him right in front of me,” 
Leavelle said.

The only mementos of the shooting in the garage are small signs posted at the 
entrance that show the Jackson and Beers photographs, a map of the garage and lockup 
and a brief summary of the historic event.

“We get a lot of requests to see the site, especially from people from other countries, 
but we don’t let too many people down here,” the building supervisor said.

MIKE R. BONDARENKO (2392 USH 12, Baldwin WI 54002) pcnews@baldwin-
telecom.net

2019 National Show ...Continued

A set of simple black and white plain paper signs created in a word processor, printed 
on a computer and taped to a block wall are the only things that commemorate the place 
where suspected presidential assassin Lee Harvey Oswald was murdered by Jack Ruby 
in the undergarage police garage in Dallas. Mike R. Bondarenko photograph

Hobby Mourns
Death Of

Jimmy Hall
Veteran Chicago badge collector Jimmy Hall, 66, 

died in Largo, Fla. on March 1. Tributes continue to 
pour in from fellow hobbyists across the country who 
remembered Hall’s encyclopedic knowledge of Chicago 
badges, as well as his honesty, integrity and generosity.

By Mike R. Bondarenko, Editor

SPECIAL – The hobby has lost a giant. A gentle giant but a giant nevertheless.
Jimmy Hall, an icon among Chicago badge collectors and historians, died in Largo, 

Fla. on March 1. He was 66 years old.
Hall was being treated for cancer but his sudden death came as a shock to his loving 

family and many badge collector friends.
He was a retired Chicago police offi  cer who served as a patrol offi  cer and detective.
Hall spent most of his career as a robbery, burglary and theft detective in Area 4 

(headquartered at Belmont and Western). He was a member of a tactical robbery unit 
that worked closely with the University of Chicago PD and the University at Illinois-
Chicago PD. Later, he became a homicide detective with the Violent Crime Unit and 
worked throughout the city.

Hall began his law enforcement career with the Cook County Forest Preserve Police 
in 1982. He worked for the department until 1987. He joined Chicago PD in 1987 and 
retired in 2013.

The veteran offi  cer was highly regard by his peers and won 16 diff erent 
commendations and awards during his Chicago police career, including a life saving 
medal and offi  cer of the month (twice). He won several commendations and awards 
multiple times and retired with an outstanding complimentary history of 238.

Hall was extremely proud of his Irish heritage and very active in the Chicago Police 

James Eugene Hall was a Chicago police offi  cer for 26 years and retired as a 
detective. He specialized in Chicago area badges, especially old pie plates. His 
wife, Joan, worked for the Cook County Sheriff ’s Police in Chicago. The couple 
moved to Largo, Fla. after their retirement. Contributed photograph
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 Hall and wife, Joan, who worked for the Cook County Sheriff ’s Police, moved to 

Florida after her retirement two years ago. “I never want to see snow again,” Hall told me 
during my last interview with him at the 2017 Louisville, Ky. show.

Hall was born in Arkansas. His father relocated the family to Chicago for a job. He was 
an over the road truck driver before he became a police offi  cer.

Hall and wife had three children and fi ve grandchildren. Their daughter is a supervisor 
at the Chicago 911 call center.

Funeral services for the veteran badge collector were held at Serenity Funeral Home 
and Gardens in Largo on March 7. He was buried in the Serenity Gardens Memorial 
Park.

A memorial service in Chicago is planned in the future. However, the date has not 
been determined.

The family prefers memorials to Saint Jude Children’s Research Hospital.

Signorelli and Urso remember Longtime fellow Chicago badge collectors 
Jim Signorelli and Dave Urso often attended shows with Hall. They took tables together. 
The collectors became fast friends and even took a trip to Italy together four years ago.

“I had met Jim many years ago when he had just started collecting badges. Although 
he got into the hobby later, he became very knowledgeable about Chicago area badges. 
He was very inquisitive and liked to pick my brain about hallmarks, pins and other 
aspects of badges he was interested in,” Signorelli said.

“We became good friends and spent a lot of time together at local and National 
shows. I also went to Italy with Jim, his wife, Joanie, and Dave Urso. Those are wonderful 
memories that I will never forget,” he added.

Signorelli shared a photo of Urso, Hall and his wife and his wife and him after sharing 
a meal in Partanna, Sicily.

He also shared a lighter side of Hall. There is a picture of Hall posing as a mannequin 
inside a glass case at the International Association of Chiefs of Police convention in 
Chicago in 2015.

Urso said Hall was his best friend. He is devastated by his passing.
“When I met Joan and him at Logan Airport for the last National, I told him that I 

suspected his cancer had returned. He thought it was a pulled muscle in his ribs. I gave 
him pain medication to carry him through the weekend but insisted he see his physician 
upon his return to Chicago. He was diagnosed the next day with cancer of the lungs, 
bone and liver.” Urso said.

“He  and I would trade badges as well as laugh and eat Chicago food whenever I 
visited,” he added.

Urso recalled a practical joke he played on his friend.
“I was in D.C. at my house talking with a Chicago antique store about a badge. The 

owner said Jimmy and another detective were just in the store,” Urso said.
“I immediately hung up the phone and called Jimmy as he was driving his police 

vehicle on their way back to the police station. I called him on his cell and told him that 

Internal Aff airs was waiting at the station because he was antiquing on duty.
“There was silence on his end. You could hear the gears grinding in his head. He 

couldn’t fi gure out how I knew he was in the antique store being that I was in Washington, 
D.C. It was hilarious. We joked about it for years afterward.

“He was such a character. We loved laughing and arguing, but we were dear friends. 
I’m so sad and feel for Joan, his wife,” Urso said.

Urso sent fi ve pounds of Portillo’s Italian Beef, buns and peppers from Chicago for the 
wake at the funeral home before his funeral. “That was his favorite meal. His wife thought 
it was a great idea!” Urso added.

Collectors pay tribute News of Hall’s untimely death spread quickly on social 
media.

Chip Greiner, who, like Hall, collects pie plate badges, was among the fi rst to post a 
remembrance on the “Chicago Police Pie Plate Badge Collectors” Facebook page:

“I’ve just learned this morning of the sudden passing of Jim Hall. Those of us who had 
the honor and pleasure of knowing Jim and his wife will fully understand the deepness of 
our loss.

“For those that didn’t know Jim, he was one of those quiet gentle giants who always 
looked to help you. He was a major collector of Chicago badges and loved pie plates. 
May he rest in peace and may God watch over his family.”

Gerry Tibbs, co-host of the popular New York-New Jersey show, posted a 
heartwarming message about the kind of person Hall was on the “2019 New York/New 
Jersey Police and Fire Collectors Show” page:

“Like everyone here, I was saddened at the news of the passing of Jimmy Hall, a 
member of our group and show supporter.

“As a young collector with no knowledge of Chicago collecting, he took the time to 
make me feel like part of the crew and educate me. I had great conversations with him 
each year at the National and will certainly feel his missing presence this year.”

Other remembrances were posted by such well known badge collectors as Pete Reid, 
David Honor, Phil Lind, Andrew Ebling, Rich Rufo, Ken Lucas and Mike Halasi.

Chicago police remember After news of Hall’s death was posted on the 
Chicago Police Emerald Society Web site, there was reaction from several current and 
former offi  cers worked with him.

“I went to the Sheriff ’s Academy with Jimmy in 1984. He was always a great guy. RIP, 
brother,” David Hummel said.

Jason Huertas was a University of Chicago police offi  cer who worked with Hall on then 
tactical robbery team for a couple years.

“I was one of the UCPD offi  cers to have the pleasure of working with Jimmy. He was 
a great police offi  cer, a great detective, a great friend and simply an all-round great 

Jimmy Hall not only collected badges, but he collected friends as well. He 
was held in very high regard by everyone he encountered as a Chicago area 
collector and will long be remembered for his honesty, ethics and integrity, as 
well as his willingness to help newcomers. Contributed photograph

Jimmy Hall had a lighter side. When the International Association of Chiefs 
of Police held its annual convention in Chicago in 2015, Hall and Jim Signorelli 
attended the event and checked out the exhibit hall. Hall stepped inside this 
booth and pretended he was a mannequin. Contributed photograph
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person,” he said.
“Jimmy was someone who taught me a deal about policing in the City of Chicago. 

The lessons and memories I learned working with him helped me throughout my entire 
career,” Huertas added.

“Great detective and all-around great guy,” Brian Nitres said.

Fond personal memories I fi rst met Hall at one of Gene Matzke and 
Bill Harrington’s shows in Milwaukee, Wis. in the 1980s. He was among a contingent 
of Chicago badge collectors who regularly attended the show. Others included Jim 
Signorelli, Burt Nielsen, Pete Belos, Jack Genius, Stan Oda and Dave Nagel.

Even though I don’t collect badges, I was born and raised in Chicago and am deeply 
interested in the history of Windy City badges. It realized almost instantly that Hall knew 
a lot about them and was more than willing to share his knowledge, which is one of the 
many things for which he will always be remembered.

I did interviews with him for the newspaper at several shows over the years, including 
the National. The last one was in Louisville, Ky. two years ago. Sadly, I only got a chance 
to greet him at the National last year.

Hall invited me to Chicago several times over the years to see his collection. He said 
he would be glad to have it featured in the newspaper. Unfortunately, we were never able 
to make arrangements which I now deeply regret. Life kept getting in the way.

However, my best Hall memory has nothing to do with badges or newspaper stories. 
It took place at the last Saint Louis National in 2015 during the Saturday evening casino 
night trip.

After dinner, I joined Hall, Joan, Signorelli and his wife and Urso at a lounge that 
features awesome adult music by Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin and all of our favorite 
1950s and ‘60s crooners. The best thing for Hall, Signorelli and Urso was that the lounge 
specializes in fi ne cigars. Because the casino is Native American reservation land, 
smoking is allowed.

As my three collector friends happily puff ed away on fi ne stogies, I spent a couple 
very, very enjoyable hours swapping stories, telling tall tales and having a wonderful 
evening. I learned they were planning a trip to Italy after the show.

Hall repeated his invitation to me to visit him and see his badge collection. He hinted 
he might move to a warmer climate soon, so I would have to travel farther than Chicago 
to see his collection.

We talked an idea that has fl oated around for several years: a book about Chicago 
police badges featuring the collections of  the top Windy City collectors. The idea was 
the collectors would pool their knowledge and collections and produce a defi nitive badge 
history. Hall was all in on the project and suggested I take the lead. Perhaps as a lasting 
tribute to him, I will.  It would be a fi tting tribute.

Our hobby has lost a giant; a hall of fame-quality collector who will always be 
remembered. He is already sorely missed by all of us who were fortunate enough to 
know him.

MIKE R. BONDARENKO (2392 USH 12, Baldwin WI 54002) pcnews@baldwin-
telecom.net

Dave Urso (seated, left), Jim Signorelli (seated, second from right) and Jimmy 
Hall (seated, far right) traveled to Italy in 2015 and enjoyed a meal together in 
Partanna, Sicily. The veteran Chicago badge collectors became great friends 
and made the once in a lifetime trip. Contributed photograph

Jimmy Hall Remembered ...Continued Kansas City, Mo.
Police Wearing

Anniversary Badge
The Kansas City, Mo. Police Department is 

celebrating its 145th anniversary this year with a 
commemorative badge. The historic oval designed by 
the Kansas City Historical Society has been authorized 
by Chief Richard Smith for wear throughout 2019. It will 
then become a treasured heirloom. Its the second new 
badge style in less than a year.

By Mike R. Bondarenko, Editor

KANSAS CITY, Mo. – Police in Kansas City, Mo. are celebrating their department’s 
145th anniversary this year with a fabulous commemorative badge designed by the 
Kansas City Historical Society.

Police Chief Richard Smith approved the highly-detailed design and authorized his 
1350 offi  cers to wear it throughout 2019.

The new oval shape features several iconic Kansas City landmarks. The Police 
Memorial Statue is fl anked by the Kauff man Performing Arts Center and Sky Stations 
of Bartle Hall on the left and Scout statue on the right. The state seal and city logo 
also appear in the design.

“POLICE OFFICER” is lettered across on a convex banner across the top, while 
“KANSAS CITY POLICE” is seen on a concave banner beneath the design.

The offi  cer’s badge number is shown on a banner beneath the department name 
banner and city logo at the bottom.

“EST.” and “1874” are seen in small letters on two banners to the left and right of 
the center design, respectively.

The department was founded on April 15, 1874 when the Board of Police 
Commissioners appointed Thomas M. Speers to fi ll the offi  ce of chief of police. He 
served until May 4, 1895. No chief has held the offi  ce longer than Chief Speers.

Offi  cers had the option to purchase and wear the badge. It is not mandatory. Some 
offi  cers opted not to buy the commemorative and continue to wear the department-
issue badge. As a result, city residents will see two badge styles this year.

Some offi  cers chose to buy badges but not wear them on duty, according to a 

(Left) Kansas City, Mo. police are authorized to purchase this beautiful 
145th anniversary badge which was designed by the Kansas City Historical 
Society. It can be worn throughout 2019. (Right) Offi  cers not wearing the 
commemorative are wearing the department issue. KCMO PD photographs
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department spokesman.
Badge purchase proceeds benefi ted the Historical Society.
Ranks depicted on the ovals are police chief, major, captain, sergeant and police 

offi  cer.
The current department issue badge is a silver-colored or gold-colored eagle-

topped shield with the state seal surrounded by a blue enamel ring. The badge is 
unique, copyrighted and has been worn since 1939.

“It’s our symbol. No matter where you go, it will never be mistaken for somebody 
else. It’s always going to be a Kansas City offi  cer that’s wearing it,” Captain Chris 
Sicoli, a 26-year department veteran, said.

The badge was created after the state took over the police department following 
the corruption of the Tom Pendergast era in the 1930s.

The badge was updated slightly in 1980 after women joined the force. It has 
remained the same ever since.

However, the command staff  were required to wear a diff erent badge, a style not as 
unique.

It has been a source of many questions from the public.
“They would constantly ask the commanders, ‘Why is your badge diff erent? Are 

you part of the police department?’” Deputy Chief Karl Oakman, another 26-year 
department veteran, said.

Beginning last May 1, command staff  received an updated badge patterned after 
the unique style of the patrol offi  cers’ badge.

“The whole idea of the badge comes from the old days, from the Romans with 
a shield. That’s really where the badge comes from. That’s why you hear it called a 
shield. Because it is a shield between the good guys and bad guys. And when I put it 
on, it means the world to me,” Deputy Chief Oakman said.

So, after no new badges for many years, KCMO has introduced two new styles in 
less than a year, the command staff  and commemorative badges!

MIKE R. BONDARENKO (2392 USH 12, Baldwin WI 54002) pcnews@baldwin-
telecom.net

The new Kansas City, Mo. PD command staff  badge debuted last May 1. 
It is based on the patrol offi  cer shield that has been worn for more than 70 
years. The new badge replaced the previous style on the right. These are the 
personal badges of Deputy Chief Karl Oakman. KCMO Police photographs

Prison Guard’s Badge
Found 22 Years After
Bloody Prison Escape   

Prison inmate Terry Akers, after gaining access to 
a handgun, shot prison guard Charles Moschetti and 
assaulted Guard Wallis, stealing his uniform shirt and 
badge during a daring escape from prison in Canon City, 
Colorado, all while tower guards fi red on the escapees. 
The badge was found 22 years later.

By Art Fox, Guest Writer

CANON CITY, Colo. – The date was March 3, 1990 when six inmates gained access 
to two handguns that were smuggled into the Colorado Territorial Correctional Facility in 
Canon City.

The house next to the Colorado Territorial Prison was built for Deputy 
Warden John C. Burghart in 1901. The Queen Anne-style home was designed 
by a local Canon City resident. The telephone pole at First and Main Streets 
was used to by a lynch mob to hang George Witherall. Arthur Fox photograph

Corrections Offi  cer Wallis’s blood soaked shirt and badge that were found 
under some rocks close to the correctional facility some 22 years later after the 
bloody shootout and escape of inmate Terry Akers. A prison work crew found the 
badge and turned it in to police. Arthur Fox photograph

This is the badge worn by Corrections Offi  cer Wallis, who was assaulted 
by inmate Terry Akers. He used the badge to gain access to the prison control 
center during his escape in 1990. Akers was among six inmates who escaped 
on March 3. He was the last one to be captured. Arthur Fox photograph
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Terry Akers, who was serving a sentence for the brutal stabbing murder of an inmate 
in 1983, was the last of six escapees to be captured.

During the escape, prison Guard Wallis was assaulted and his uniform shirt and 
badge were taken by Acker. He used them to gain access to an area where they were 
able to make their escape.

In 2012, inmates on a work gang found the prison guard uniform shirt and badge 
under a pile of rocks near the correctional facility.

History and artifacts of this brutal escape can be viewed at the territorial prison, which 
was built in 1871. The Museum of Colorado Prisons shares a common wall between the 
museum and the “Old Max” territorial prison which continues to house convicts today.

Visitors can tour the museum yard and see the original gas chamber, old cell and 
other artifacts before going inside the Women’s Correctional Institution, which was built in 
1935 under a fl amboyant and controversial warden named Roy Best. Warden Best even 
starred in and played himself in a Hollywood movie named Canon City, which was fi lmed 

A photograph of George Witherall hanging from the telephone pole at the of 
intersection of First and Main Streets is displayed at the museum. The lynch 
mob that hung him posed for the photo. Witherall escaped from the prison in 
1874. He was recaptured when the mob intervened. Arthur Fox photograph

The Colorado State Penitentiary sign just outside the prison boundary states 
that the prison started as a territorial prison in 1871 after an act of Congress 
in 1867 before Colorado attained statehood. It is known as “Old Max” as a 
maximum security correctional facility. Arthur Fox photograph

Prison Guard Badge ...Continued

Just outside the prison walls is a memorial for correctional offi  cers who have 
died in the line of duty. The memorial states, ”Gone but not forgotten.” Art Fox 
inadvertently set off  the tower alarm while taking the picture. He is happy he did 
not end up on the wrong side of the walls! Arthur Fox photograph 

The Colorado Territorial Prison Museum is located in the former women’s 
section of the prison, which was built in 1935. The museum in Canon City is 
open Wednesdays through Sundays from 10 am to 5 pm. The museum street 
address is 201 North First Street. Arthur Fox photograph

Visitors to the museum are greeted by a friendly staff  under the leadership 
of Executive Director Stacey Cline (left). Joshua Cline (center) is the front desk 
cashier and guide. Executive Assistant Susan Cantrell is shown on the right. 
The trio is standing in the museum gift shop. Arthur Fox photograph
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in and around the territorial prison.
Inside the Women’s Correctional Institution are hundreds of artifacts from the nearly 

150 years that “Old Max” has been in use, including correctional badges.
 The Federal Government transferred the deed to the territorial prison to the 

Territory of Colorado in 1874. When Colorado declared statehood in 1876, the 
territorial penitentiary became a state facility. It is now known as the Colorado Territorial 
Correctional Facility.

The gas chamber located in the museum yard was used for 32 executions.
A hangman’s noose on display inside one of the women’s cells was used for the last 

legal hanging in Colorado.
Stacey Cline is the executive director of the museum and heads a staff  of fi ve and 

numerous volunteers. Cline and her crew work very hard to provide a very informative 
experience for visitors. Their mission is to collect, preserve, conserve, exhibit, and 
interpret the historical heritage of the Colorado prison system and to serve as a reminder 
to the public that crime has a consequence.

I found the entire experience very interesting, even when I ventured apparently 
too close to the prison walls while taking photos and set off  a tower alarm. I retreated 
quickly and luckily I didn’t fi nd myself on the wrong side of the walls wearing pretty silver 
bracelets.

Canon City attorney Thomas Macon was the driving force to have a territorial prison 
built in Canon City. Upon opening in 1871, the chief administrator of the penitentiary was 

From the prison’s very beginning, convicts wore stripes. This picture shows 
early 1900s convict clothing. The convict clothing in the 1800s were large 
horizontal stripes and made out of wool. What a diff erence between then and 
now! No orange jumpsuits at the Territorial Prison. Arthur Fox photograph

On display at the museum are a few badges worn by both guards and 
wardens. This nice eagle-topped warden badge was worn by Harry C. Tinsley 
who served from 1952 to 1965. The fi rst warden of the prison in 1871 was the 
United States marshal for Colorado, Mark Shaff enburg. Arthur Fox photograph

One of the most controversial wardens was Roy Best, who served from 1932 
to 1952. Best starred as himself in the movie, Canon City, which was partly 
fi lmed on location inside the prison. Best was known as the “Cowboy Warden” 
and the youngest state or federal warden. Arthur Fox photograph

Marlin handcuff s and brass knuckles were carried by Guard C.N. Conrad in 
1914. He left the prison in 1916 and was part of the posse hunting Poncho Villa 
along the Mexican border. Conrad was a deputy sheriff  with Teller County, Colo. 
and city marshal in Eudora, Kan. Arthur Fox photograph

On display is the rope used in the last legal hanging in Colorado. Walter 
“Shorty” Jones met his fate with this noose on December 1, 1933 at the state 
penitentiary in Salida. Jones was hung a year after he escaped, was captured 
and tried in Grand Junction.. Arthur Fox photograph
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the territorial United States marshal, Mark Shaff enburg. The prison was built at the end of 
Main Street at the intersection of First and Main.

The most interesting building in the prison complex to me is the home built for Deputy 
Warden John C. Burghart in 1901. The Queen Anne-style architecture of Burghart’s 
residence was designed by local resident C.C. Rittenhouse. The home was in continued 
use by the penitentiary until 2001. Executive Director Cline is petitioning the state 
legislature to have the museum expand its footprint into this building. (The warden lives 
inside the prison walls.)

Probably the most infamous boarder at the newly constructed prison was Alferd 
Packer. During a severe snowstorm in 1874, Packer and his miner companions left 
the winter campsite of Chief Ouray and headed for the Los Pinos Indian Agency near 
Saguache. Six weeks after the group left, only Packer made it to the Indian Agency telling 
a sad tale of the death of his fellow miners.

It wasn’t long before Packer’s story unraveled, revealing a tale of murder and 
cannibalism. He was arrested but soon escaped the Saguache jail. He was on the run for 
years before being brought back to Lake City to be tried for murder. He was found guilty 
and sentenced to hang.

After an appeal, Packer won a new trial in Gunnison and was convicted again of 
murder, but this time he was sentenced to 40 years in the Canon City prison. Packer died 
just six years after his 1901 parole by Governor Charles Thomas.

ART FOX (PO Box 1394, Montrose CO 81402)

A beautiful old sunburst badge from the Colorado Department of Corrections 
shows the state seal as the center design and large oversize lettering. The his-
tory of the DOC well preserved at the outstanding Territorial Prison Museum and 
Park in Canon City. Arthur Fox photograph

A wanted poster for notorious cannibal Al Packer is featured in the collection 
at the Colorado Territorial Prison Museum in Canon City. Packer and comanions 
left a camp during the severe winter of 1874 to go to another camp. Only Packer 
made it. He killed and ate the other men. Arthur Fox photograph

Prison Guard Badge ...Continued

News Notes
Building Permit Issued For Museum The United States Marshals Museum 

has obtained a building permit valued at $19 million allowing it to complete construction 
on the banks of the Arkansas River in Fort Smith, Ark.

The city issued the permit after museum offi  cials submitted construction plans that 
included exhibit designs for the 53,000-square foot facility on Riverfront Drive north of 
downtown.

Patrick Weeks, museum president and CEO, said the concrete foundation was poured 
in early November and erection of the steel frame began two weeks later.

After years of planning, design and fundraising, Weeks said it was a special moment 
to stand on the concrete slab, look out on the river and realize that the project will 
become a reality at long last.

The museum is scheduled to open September 24, the 230th anniversary of President 
George Washington’s establishment of the Marshals Service.

After an expected surge of visitors to the new museum in its fi rst two years, offi  cials 
have estimated the museum will attract 125,000 visitors a year.

The museum and surrounding grounds will be in the shape of the marshals’ fi ve-point 
star badge. The west-facing point will feature a roof rising 52 feet high and large glass 
walls to off er a view of the river. The north- and south-facing points of the roof will cover 
the offi  ce and retail space of the museum. The two east-facing points of the star will be 
landscaped, Weeks said.

The museum and its 1000-item collection will feature fi ve galleries: Defi ning Marshals, 
Campfi re Stories Under the Stars, Frontier Marshals, A Changing Nation and Modern 
Marshals.

The museum will include a hall of honor to acknowledge marshals killed in the line of 
duty, learning center, conference rooms, general offi  ces, retail space and a large lobby 
for community gatherings. There will also be a full-service restaurant.

The project is estimated to cost $58.6 million. It is funded entirely by private donations.
Courtesy of Arkansas Democrat and James Post

First Police Drone Unit Patch Drones have rapidly emerged as highly 
eff ective and effi  cient law enforcement tools.

The Borough of Demarest, N.J. Police Department has been at the forefront of drone 
use and technology and may have formed the fi rst formal Drone Unit in the country.

Now, the unit has what may be the fi rst drone special unit emblem. It was designed 
and produced by longtime collector Bob Demarcation, who has created most of the 
agency’s insignia. It debuted in December.

The patch is a rounded triangle in the same size, shape and colors as the patrol offi  cer 
insignia. The center design shows a drone in fl ight.

“Not sure if this is a fi rst for police patches,” DeMartino said.
Well known New Jersey collector Liam Foley is a sergeant on the department.
DeMartino has also created a colorful new emblem for the Town of Boonton, N.J. 

Police Department that was 12 years in the making.
The blue, gold and white CHP shape features a large, highly-detailed center design 

that depicts a mule pulling a coal boat along the 107-mile long Morris Canal, which was 
built in 1824 as a common carrier canal for ferry boats to carry coal and iron ore between 
two other industrial canals in Pennsylvania and New Jersey. The canal passes through 
the township.

DeMartino designed the insignia 12 years ago, but it wasn’t until last December that 
the agency adopted it. It is now being worn.

(Left) The Demarest, N.J. Police Department has formed a Drone Unit, 
perhaps the fi rst in the nation. The unit has a custom patch designed by Bob 
DeMartino. (Right) It took 12 years but DeMartino’s custom design for the 
Boonton Township, N.J. PD has been adopted. Bob DeMartino photographs
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Counterfeit USMS Badges On Internet Veteran United States Marshals 
Service collector Budd Johnson has identifi ed three counterfeit Marshals Service badges 
being off ered for sale on the Internet auction site eBay.

The badges are for a supervisory deputy marshal, the second national issue known as 
the Patty Hearst badge and a millennium badge.

Johnson described the badges as “total fakes” and called the seller a crook.
The supervisory badge is round with a cutout fi ve-point star made to resemble the 

third national issue. The legend reads “SUPERVISORY DEPUTY/ UNITED STATES 
MARSHAL.”

“In the third national issue, there is only one title, ‘United States Marshal,’ period,” 
Johnson said.

The same seller off ered the second national issue known as the Patty Heart badge. 
“It’s so poor quality even Stevie Wonder could see it,” Johnson said.

The collector said the millennium badge is so bad it defi es description: “A terrible 
casting that had to be ground on the reverse. The letters are barely readable.”

“The guy knows what he is doing and that is committing fraud. I reported him to eBay 
for selling counterfeit items,” Johnson said.

Courtesy of Budd Johnson

Two MSHP Challenge Coins Debut Jim Post of Police Collectibles in 
Lowell, Ark. is out with two more new challenge coins for the Missouri State Highway 
Patrol, Governor’s Protective Detail and Recruit Firearms Award.

The Governor’s Protective Detail is a group of state troopers assigned to guard the 
governor and spouse.

The full color coin is round and features their gold eagle-topped shield badge and the 
legend, “MISSOURI STATE HIGHWAY PATROL/ GOVERNOR’S PROTECTIVE DETAIL,” 
in small gold letters on a blue ring bordered in gold.

The reverse shows the State Capitol in Jeff erson City and the MSHP shoulder 
patch. The legend reads, “PROTECTING MISSOURI’S LEADERS WITH PRIDE AND 
PROFESSIONALISM/ SINCE 1973.”

Recruit Firearms Award is issued to recruits with the highest fi rearms scores at the 
training academy. It was made in the shape of a silhouette pistol target.

One side features oval white score outlines on a black background bordered in silver 
and the gold and blue shoulder patch worn only by MSHP recruits in training. It is shaped 
like the patrol car door decal.

The other side shows oval white score outlines, the legend “RECRUIT FIREARMS 
AWARD” on a top banner and a Glock semi-automatic pistol aimed at the target.

Courtesy of James Post and Police Collectibles

SPPD Ends Motorcycle, Horse Patrols Hang on to your Saint Paul, Minn. 
Police Department motorcycle and horse patrol insignia because it is going to become 
obsolete very soon.

Chief Todd Axtell announced on February 12 the Motorcycle Unit and the Horse Patrol 
are being disbanded and the 12 offi  cers reassigned. Nine will work neighborhood patrol 

in squad cars. Three will focus on distracted driving.
Chief Axtell cited three reasons for his decision to disband the units: an increase in 

injuries to motor and horse patrol offi  cers, an upward city-wide trend in calls for service 
and a growing need to address distracted driving.

Both highly-visible special units have been popular in the community and some are 
disappointed to see them go.

When Saint Paul retires its six horses, Minneapolis will be the only police department 
in Minnesota with offi  cers on horseback.

Courtesy of Saint Paul Police Department

New Style Kenosha Explorer Emblem Police Explorers in Kenosha, Wis. 
are wearing a new emblem created for the potential future law enforcement offi  cers by 
Andrew and Nancy Nelson of Huntzman Enterprises in Edinburg, Ill.

The gold, red and black patch is the same size and shape as the patrol offi  cer 
insignia. However, the center design is the lighthouse on Lake Michigan rather than three 
lightning bolts.

The legend reads: “KENOSHA POLICE/ EXPLORER/ POST 509.”
A small white state outline with a black “E” and a red star to denote the city location 

appears on the base of the lighthouse.
Kenosha is located in southeastern Wisconsin. It is the county seat of Kenosha 

County. The population is 99,000. Its the fourth-largest city in the state and the fourth-
largest city on the Lake Michigan shore.

Huntzman Enterprises has produced cloth insignia for the department for many years.
Courtesy of Andrew Nelson and Huntzman Enterprises

(Top) The MSHP Recruit Firearms Award is made in the shape of pistol 
target. One side shows a Glock pistol aimed at the target. (Bottom) Missouri 
State Highway Patrol Governor’s Protective Detail shows the State Capitol in 
Jeff erson City and their eagle-topped shield. Mike R. Bondarenko photographs

Saint Paul, Minn. police Chief Todd Axtell announced on February 2 that his 
department’s Motorcycle Unit and Horse Patrol are being disbanded. Twelve 
offi  cers assigned to both units are being reassigned. Nine are going on patrol 
and three will focus on distracted driving. Contributed photograph

(Left) The new Kenosha, Wis. Police Explorer emblem created by Huntzman 
Enterprises features the waterfront lighthouse on Lake Michigan. (Right) The 
Explorer emblem is based on the department’s unique patrol offi  cer patch, which 
features lightning bolts. Mike R. Bondarenko photographs
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Pilot Carried Stolen Badge, ID The man piloting a small plane that broke 
apart over a Southern California neighborhood on February 3 had a stolen Chicago 
police badge and counterfeit  identifi cation card.

Antonio Pastini, 75, was killed when his twin-engine aircraft broke up shortly after 
taking off  from an airport in Fullerton and fell in pieces over Yorba Linda. Flaming debris 
ignited a fi re in a house that killed four people.

Pastini was initially identifi ed as a retired Chicago police offi  cer, but the department 
had no record of him ever being an employee.

Orange County sheriff ’s investigators found the star-shaped Chicago badge and 
ID in Pastini’s wallet. They also found forged Chicago police retirement papers in the 
wreckage.

The badge had the same number as one reported stolen in 1978.
Pastini’s daughter, who lives in Southern California, told reporters her father’s birth 

name was Jordan Isaacson, but she didn’t say why he changed it. She said he owned a 
restaurant in Nevada and was an experienced pilot. She declined to address the insignia 
mystery.

Courtesy of The Associated Press

Collector Decorates Tree With Patches “Deck the halls with police 
patches! Fa la la la, la la la la!”

Rick Mehlbauer, a conservation insignia collector in Falls of Rough, Ky. and his wife 
decorated a Christmas tree in their home with police patches.

“My wife wanted to do a patch tree,” Mehlbauer posted on the Game Warden Patch 
Exchange Facebook page.

Mehlbauer is a captain for the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources 
and commands one of the agency’s nine law enforcement districts, District Three 
comprised of seven counties in northern Kentucky.

It is unknown whether Santa left any additional patches under the patch tree on 
Christmas morning.

Courtesy of Rick Mehlbauer

Fundraiser Patch For First Responders Darryl Smith, a collector in Land 
O Lakes, Fla., has designed and produced a commemorative patch to raise funds for fi rst 
responders deployed for Hurricane Michael last October.

The colorful emblem is a large CHP shape with full color police and sheriff  badges and 
symbols for emergency medical services and fi re services superimposed over a depiction 
of palm trees bent over by high winds. There is also a red hurricane symbol with the 
number “4” centered on it.

The legend reads, “HURRICANE MICHAEL/ PANHANDLE, FIRST RESPONDER/ 
DEPLOYMENT,” in black letters.

Many fi rst responders lost their homes and other property in the Category 4 storm that 
made landfall on the Florida Panhandle on October 10, 2018. Smith said all proceeds 
from patch sales will be donated to fi rst responders.

The patch costs $10. Payment by Pay Pal family and friends to hcdcrt@msn.com.
Orders can be directed to the same email address. Please include name and mailing 

address.
Courtesy of Darryl Smith

Hasbrouck Heights Sells Out Again The third Hasbrouck Heights, N.J. 

show is offi  cially sold out. Co-host Gerry Tibbs announced on February 2 that all 95 
tables have been sold.

“We can not thank you enough for your support. The show is going to be amazing!” 
Tibbs said.

The 2019 tableholders are Penny Anderson, Ara Anjoorian (New England Art and 
Framing), Eliot Arias (Sheepdog At Arms Coins), Alan Attanasio/Julio Martinez, John 
Baker, Bob Blom, David Brink, Keith Bushey, Pete Carpenter, Martin Cassidy, Andy 
Castro, Richard Chan, Calvin Chow, Joe Conover, Chris Conte,

Hervey Cote, Luca Del Giudice (Custodis Mortalis Designs), Bob DeMartino, Bob 
Dolan (Cop Car Replicas), Mike Dreshel, Xavier Dugardyn, Robert Fraser, Liam Foley, 
Gene Geissenger, Chip Greiner, Jay Heldman, William Herald/Dave Hume, Rob Jackson, 
Anthony Kalicki, Ed Kelly/Stephen Kelly, Bill Kolesar,

Damian Korman (Empire Coin Company), Nick Leary, Ernie Leves, Alan Levy, Ken 
Lucas, Brian Lyons, Keith Mackay, Bryan McPherson, James Meehan, Jimmy Metal, Lee 
Mooney, Joe Morrison, John Peterson/Bob Zimick, Steve Petro, Richard Pontes, Gary 
Provenvano, Mark Pyne, Richard Reip, Fred Repp,

Charles Rizzo, Alex Rubino/Jerry Goldberg, Ed Sachs, Ned Schwartz, Josh Searle, 
Art Sinai, Dan Solitti, Troy Steiger, Lewis Surrey/Sam Goldstein, Bill Swank, Gerry Tibbs, 
David Urso, Keri Lynn Walsh-Wood, Jay Walters/Tim Lis and Ed Zitek.

Walsh-Wood is the daughter of the late state police/highway patrol collecting pioneer 
James Walsh, who was a lieutenant with the New Jersey State Police. Walsh’s family will 
be on hand to off er remaining SP/HP items from his collection.

The show will be Sunday, April 7 at the Hilton Hasbrouck Heights Hotel. Please see 
“Swap Meet Calendar” for details.

Courtesy of Gerry Tibbs

Hervey Cote Discovers MSP History Hervey Cote has a knack for 
uncovering unique historic pieces for his Massachusetts State Police collection. One of 
his most recent discoveries may be one of the most unique.

Cote shared a photograph of a sign he obtained that state troopers once registered 
tattooed poultry to deter poultry thieves! The sign proclaims ‘TATTOOED/ POULTRY/ 
REGISTERED WITH/ MASS. STATE POLICE.”

The collector discovered an article from the May 8, 1935 edition of the Springfi eld 
Republican newspaper that featured the photograph and detailed the then-new state 
police duty.

“State police of the commonwealth have taken over a new function, the registration of 
poultry, in connection with the war being waged by the state department of public safety 
in cooperation with the state department of agriculture against the increasing number of 
poultry thieves.

“The ancient art of tattooing is being utilized on poultry to mark them with registration 
numbers, which are inked in the web of the bird’s wing. A poultry farmer wishing 
to register his chickens may have them tattooed inexpensively by applying to the 
department of agriculture. Registration of the birds is to be made at the state police 
barracks nearest the poultry man’s farm.

“An attempt to make tattooing a state law by legislation failed earlier this year. The 
plan now being put into eff ect is wholly voluntary and rests with the poultry raisers as to 
whether they want this registration.”

Imagine a modern day law enforcement offi  cer grabbing a chicken, turning it over to 
see the registration number under its wing and then running it to see if is stolen!

Courtesy of Hervey Cote

USMS Impersonator Arrested In Tennessee A Franklin, Tenn. man is 

(Left) Rick Mehlbauer, a collector in Falls of Rough, Ky., and his wife 
decorated a Christmas tree in their home with police patches. (Right) Darryl 
Smith created a commemorative patch for Hurricane Micheal fi rst responders 
and sells them for $10 as a fundraiser. Contributed photographs

It was 1935 when the Massachusetts State Police began registering tattooed 
poultry to combat poultry theft. The state department of agriculture off ered low 
cost tattooing of chickens with unique serial numbers. Farmers could register 
the numbers with the State Police. Hervey Cote Collection



Page 21 POLICE COLLECTORS NEWSMar.-Apr. 2019accused of impersonating a deputy United States marshal and lying to a real deputy 
marshal while being questioned.

Tobray Schrabbi Sedeh, 50, is charged with three counts of impersonating a deputy 
US marshal and making a false statement.

Indictments say that on November 21, a deputy US marshal spotted Sedeh walking 
out of a Home Depot store in Nashville wearing a Marshals Service shirt.

Sedeh’s fake USMS shirt had embroidered markings, patches and collar insignia and 
the suspect was reported to be wearing a badge holder, holstered fi rearm and handcuff s 
on his hip.

The deputy marshal followed Sedeh and asked the suspect if he worked for the 
USMS. Sedeh reportedly said he did; he worked for the Nashville branch, but later 
changed his story to say he worked for the Williamson County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce after seeing 
the real deputy’s credentials. Offi  cials say Sedeh also claimed to work as a freelance bail 
bondsman.

Williamson County offi  cials said Sedeh is not a sheriff ’s offi  ce employee.
Sedeh’s car had law enforcement stickers on it and other law enforcement shirts with 

insignia and ballistic vest carriers with the USMS shoulder patch were found inside.
Sedeh is accused of impersonating a deputy marshal several other times in 2018.
If convicted, Sedeh faces 14 years in prison and a $250,000 fi ne. His trial begins on 

March 19.
Courtesy of Fox 17 News, Nashville

Arizona Attorney General New Style Special agents for the Arizona 
Attorney General are wearing new shoulder emblems on new uniform shirts.

Their new patch is a CHP shape with a black background and border and white 
lettering, “POLICE/ ATTORNEY GENERAL/ STATE OF ARIZONA/ SPECIAL AGENT.” 
The agency logo, a seven point star badge with the scales of justice superimposed over 
a state outline, appears as the center design.

While special agents generally wear civilian clothing on duty, uniform shirts are worn 
during raids, arrests and incidents that require visible law enforcement identifi cation. The 
previous uniform shirt was blue. The new style is black.

Special agents work for the Offi  ce of Criminal Investigation Special Investigations 
Section. They are Arizona Police Offi  cer Standards and Training-certifi ed law 
enforcement offi  cers with full arrest powers and carry fi rearms.

Special agents are headquartered in Phoenix but work throughout the state.
Courtesy of Ronnie Jackson and Arizona Attorney General Offi  ce

Billionaire’s Colorado Sheriff ’s Badge Revoked Outgoing Yuma 
County, Colo. Sheriff  Chad Day revoked billionaire Robert Mercer’s volunteer deputy 
sheriff ’s badge on his last day in offi  ce on January 7.

Sheriff  Day’s appointment of the New York hedge fund magnate and conservative 
political donor as a volunteer deputy sheriff  generated controversy in the border county 
after Bloomberg News reported on Mercer’s role and his purchase of a pickup truck for 
the sheriff ’s offi  cial use. The sheriff  lost his reelection bid.

County records that Bloomberg made public before the election indicate that Sheriff  
Day also commissioned four Mercer associates, including one who posted on Linked-In 
that he is a former Cuban special operations commander, as volunteer deputy sheriff s 
and that the value of Mercer’s cash and contributions to the sheriff ’s offi  ce totaled more 
than $135,000.

Some civilian fi rearms enthusiasts seek out volunteer law enforcement badges to 
take advantage of a 2004 federal law that allows offi  cers to carry concealed weapons 
anywhere in the country, trumping local gun regulations. Since the law’s passage, several 
police and sheriff  departments have been found trading badges for cash and equipment 
donations.

Mercer owns one of the world’s largest collections of machine guns.
For about six years ending in 2017, Mercer had a police badge and commission from 

tiny Lake Arthur, N.M. with national concealed carry rights, known as H.R. 218. That all 
volunteer department, which handed out more than 300 badges to people nationwide, 
was disbanded after Bloomberg reported on it last year.

Mercer did not return a call asking for comment.
In an interview last year, Sheriff  Day said he gave some volunteer deputies H.R. 218 

concealed carry privileges but declined to disclose whether Mercer was among them. He 
denied he ever traded donations for deputy sheriff  badges and commissions.

Courtesy of Bloomberg News

Oregon Police Wearing Centennial Badges Reedsport, Ore. Is 100 
years old this year and police are celebrating with a beautiful centennial badge.

“We went to a retroactive star because back in the day most police agencies and 
sheriff ’s departments wore stars. The badges later evolved into stars for sheriff ’s 
departments and other styles for police departments, so we went back to the typical star 
that was worn by police years ago,” Police Chief Duane Wisehart said.

The badge is a large fi ve point ball-tipped circled star. A full color state seal 
surrounded by an enamel ring appears as the center design.

The legends are “REEDSPORT POLICE” at the top of the circle and “CENTENNIAL” 
and “1919-2019” on banners across the top and bottom star points, respectively.

Chief Wisehart said he got the idea when his former Southern California department 
commissioned a commemorative badge for its centennial in 2010.

Reedsport offi  cers voted on how the badge should look and most paid for their own 
badge. There is a blank panel at the bottom for the offi  cer’s name to personalize it.

The centennial badge will be retired at the end of the year. Offi  cers may keep them as 
keepsakes.

Chief Wisehart said reaction to the badge has been very positive.
The department is located in Douglas County. It has nine full-time and two-part-time 

offi  cers. The city population is 4100.
Courtesy of Reedsport Police Department

Former Cop Gave Robbers Badges A former Memphis, Tenn. police 
offi  cer has been charged with providing badges and other police equipment to civilians 
who used them to rob drug dealers while posing as police offi  cers.

The United States Attorney’s Offi  ce has indicted Sam Blue with criminal civil rights 
violations, including robbery and kidnapping for crimes that took place from January 2014 
through mid-July 2018.

Prosecutors said the violations including taking property people suspected to have 
drugs or drug money by using force, violence and intimidation.

An indictment says Blue provided co-conspirators with information about targeted 
victims, as well as offi  cial badges and a car dashboard blue light.

Courtesy of United States Attorney’s Offi  ce

West Fargo Auctions Pink Patches The West Fargo, N.D. Police 
Department came up with a unique way to raise additional money after it sold pink 
versions of its shoulder patch for breast cancer research and awareness.

Chief Heith Janke said the department auctioned off  the pink patches offi  cers wore on 
their uniforms in October. The patches were autographed by the offi  cers who wore them 
as well as local celebrities, including Philadelphia Eagles quarterback Carson Wentz, 
who played football at North Dakota State and singer Blind Joe, who appeared on the 
NBC television series The Voice.

“We thought it would be fun to auction off  the patches we actually wore  on our 
uniforms,” Chief Janke said.

The online auction, held in December, raised an undisclosed additional amount that 
was donated to the Edith Sanford Cancer Center.

Minimum bids ranged from $10 to $50 and bids had to be made in $10 increments.
Courtesy of West Fargo Police Department

New Canine Emblem In Lawrence The new Lawrence, Mass. Police 
Department canine offi  cer has an emblem.

Offi  cer Daniel Smart became the agency’s dog handler last August after the city 
received a $25,000 private foundation grant to fund a canine unit. He and his dog, a 
Belgian Malinois, trained with the Boston Police Department and began patrolling the city 
in December.

The emblem is a variation of the patrol offi  cer insignia that shows the city seal. It is 
round with a black border and gold legends. The center design shows a profi le of the dog 
superimposed over the red, white and blue United States fl ag. The legend is “POLICE K9 
UNIT” at the top and “LAWRENCE, MASS.” at the bottom. The legends are separated by 
three paw prints on either side.

Chief Roy Vasque said the grant allowed the city to bring back a canine ten years after 
the last dog was retired due to budget constraints.

Courtesy of Lawrence Police Department and Hervey Cote

(Left) The new Arizona Attorney General’s Offi  ce special agent patch is black 
with white legends and a gray and white center design. It is worn on tactical 
gear. (Right) Reedsport, Ore. police are wearing this commemorative badge to 
celebrate the city’s 2019 centennial. Contributed photograph
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Miami-Dade Dispatcher Helps Youngster South Florida law enforcement 
offi  cers stepped up in a major way to help a 12-year-old boy diagnosed with a rare form 
of cancer.

Jeremiah Derks from Kokomo, Ind. always wanted to be a police offi  cer.
And so came the idea to collect police patches coast-to coast to comfort him during 

his battle with cancer.
“I feel like those cops are here with me. They’re pretty much heroes to everybody,” 

Derks said.
Annabel Lee, long-time Miami-Dade police dispatcher, heard about Derk’s call for 

patches.
Lee did what she does best and dispatched the call.
“Within minutes, I started getting comments and posts, phone calls and texts from all 

sorts of offi  cers asking me exactly what I needed, what I wanted,” Lee said.
“If holding a patch or badge makes him feel like the police is with him, he’s got all 

these police offi  cers with him at home while he recovers.”

Offi  cers from all over the country answered the call and collected everything they 
could for Derks.

“Everyone here decided they collectively wanted to become involved. There couldn’t 
be anything more rewarding than to see him recover and fulfi ll his wish,” North Miami 
Police Sergeant Kessler Brooks said.

From a rare Super Bowl badge to medals, awards, undercover gear, letters of support 
and lots of patches, the collectibles have poured in.

“This child fi nds comfort and strength in just holding one,” Miami-Dade Police Offi  cer 
Joseph Naranji said.

Derks and his family have been overwhelmed by the outpouring of support from law 
enforcement offi  cers.

“It’s been really tough just seeing a kid have to go through all this,” the 12-year-old’s 
mother, Alisha Derks, said.

As Derks fi ghts through chemotherapy, Miami-Dade County has his back with many 
ongoing messages of support.

Courtesy of Miami-Dade Police Department

Historic Painting Raises Museum Funds The Massachusetts State 
Police Museum and Learning Center held a fundraiser in December that featured the 
famous painting, The Runaway, according to collector Hervey Cote, who volunteers at 
the museum.

On September 20, 1958, the Saturday Evening Post magazine cover featured the 
famous Norman Rockwell painting which showed a Massachusetts state trooper seated 
at a lunch counter talking to a young boy who is a runaway, as evidenced by a hobo’s 
stick and handkerchief.

The museum sold framed copies of the painting in various sizes for $150 to $175 
each. The copies were signed by Ed Locke, who posed as the youngster for the famous 
painting. He autographed the copies and appeared at the fundraiser in December.

Normally a scene featuring a runaway evokes anxiety. Instead, Rockwell’s painting 
radiates comfort and safety in the form of a triangle of protection surrounding the boy, 
portrayed by Locke.

After appearing on the Saturday Evening Post cover, The Runaway began to grace 
the walls of countless diners and police stations throughout the country.

Rockwell staged in painting in a Howard Johnson’s restaurant near his home in 
Pittsfi eld, Mass. The painter later removed all traces of the chain restaurant in favor of a 
simple background listing the daily specials often found in country diners to suggest the 
kid had gotten a little further out of town.

Courtesy of Hervey Cote and Massachusetts State Police Museum and Learning 
Center

Constables: Badge, Gun, No Responsibilities While many states have 
abandoned the offi  ce of constable, Kentucky continues to elect citizens to the antiquated 
law enforcement role.

The Lawrence, Mass. Police Department resurrected its canine unit after 
ten years late last year after the department got a $25,000 grant from a private 
foundation. The dog handler is wearing this handsome emblem that show his 
Belgian Malinois superimposed over the USA fl ag. Hervey Cote photograph

The Massachusetts State Police Museum and Learning Center sold framed 
copies of Norman Rockwell’s epic 1958 Saturday Evening Post cover painting, 
The Runaway, as a fundraiser at an event in December. The painting were 
autographed by Ed Locke, the youngster on the right. Contributed photograph

Ed Locke signs copies of the 1958 Norman Rockwell painting, The Runaway, 
at the Massachusetts State Police Museum and Learning Center. Locke was a 
young boy when Rockwell asked him to pose as a runaway seated at a lunch 
counter with a state trooper. Contributed photograph
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summons or subpoenas. But no job responsibilities are inscribed in the law, They almost 
always have little or no formal law enforcement training.

And they sometimes masquerade as qualifi ed, legitimate police, but in reality they 
often pose a threat to public safety, according to an investigative report by Radio Station 
WFPL in Louisville, Ky.

Some cruise around the country, pulling drivers over or engaging in unnecessary and 
dangerous high speed pursuits. Some use unauthorized blue lights. Many have faced 
criminal charges of their own.

And their bad behavior has cost counties thousands of dollars in legal fees and 
settlements.

Despite this history, the cycle of constable-initiated misdeeds has continued unabated. 
Because the offi  ce is enshrined in the state constitution, constables are responsible to 
no one except a small slice of a county’s voters every four years. And many voters don’t 
know what constables do, the radio station reported.

Constables are elected in each of the state’s nearly 600 magisterial districts. In 
Jeff erson County, there are three of those districts.

Kentucky state law dictates that a candidate for constable must be at least 24 years 
old, a resident of the state for two years and of the district for 12 months.

And the law specifi cally exempts constables from certifi cation, and thus from the 
extensive law enforcement training that state and local police, deputy sheriff s and others 
obtain.

Kentucky is one of 17 states that elect constables. Sixteen other states, including 
West Virginia, have done away with the offi  ce altogether. The remaining states appoint 
them Some states require training for constables. Others limit their authority to serving 
court papers.

Most Kentucky constables do not receive a salary. Instead, they are paid for serving 
legal documents, such as warrants and subpoenas. But in Jeff erson County, by law, each 
of three constables was paid $9600 per year in 2016.

All eff orts in recent years to bring constables to heel have been unsuccessful.
Courtesy of WFPL Radio News

Rosemount Helps Hastings With Patches Hastings, Minn. police Offi  cer 
Whitney Rinowski said her mother lived her life with love and put her family fi rst.

“She was routinely described as a Martha Stewart before Martha Stewart, and she 
was deeply involved in everything with us kids. There was not a time when we could not 
say, ‘Hey Mom, can you help us with this?’” Offi  cer Rinowski said.

Offi  cer Rinowski’s mother, Candy, died in 2014 at age 59 of breast cancer. She was 
diagnosed in 2007. The cancer went into remission but came back to take her life quickly.

Under the leadership of Rosemount police Offi  cer Jeremiah Simonson, the 
Rosemount Police Department was the fi rst in Minnesota to launch the Pink Patch 
Project in 2017.

Offi  cer Simonson served as a mentor for Offi  cer Rinowski, who led Hastings PD in 
launching the cancer awareness fundraiser.

“We are excited to have more people involved and within the county where we work 
so well together,” she said.

“There are fi ve other agencies in Dakota County that want to get off  the ground next 
year. We went from zero to one agency in Minnesota last year, and we may be at ten or 
more next year,” Offi  cer Rinowski said.

In 2017, Rosemount police raised more than $3700 when the public bought pink 
patches.

Courtesy of Hastings Police Department

Pink Patch Sales Raise $1100 The Waterloo, Iowa Police Department and 
Waterloo Police Foundation announced they raised more than $1100 in the Pink Patch 
Project last October.

The Police Foundation made and sold 200 pink Waterloo Police patches to raise 
money for the Beyond Pink Team, a local breast cancer coalition.

Offi  cers were authorized to purchase and wear the pink patches last October. Some 
offi  cers also bought patches to honor friends and family that are currently battling or 
passed away from breast cancer.

The patches were intended to encourage discussion among citizens about the 
importance of early detection and treatment in the ongoing fi ght against breast cancer.

Courtesy of Waterloo Police Department

Utah Transit Authority Christmas Patches Move over, pink and autism 
patches. Make way for Christmas patches.

The Utah Transit Authority Police Department, which is headquartered in Salt Lake 
City, issued a Christmas-theme emblem and sold it to raise money for children’s holiday 
charities. It was called the Santa patch.

The very colorful, custom-designed emblem features a locomotive outfi tted in holiday 
themes as well as candy canes.

The legend reads, “POLICE/ UTA/ TRANSIT.”
The patch sold for $10.
Courtesy of Utah Transit Authority

Boessenecker Inspires New Hollywood Movie When Old West 
historian John Boessenecker wrote a story about Texas Ranger Frank Hamer in True 
West magazine, little did the well-known California collector and historian know that his 
story, “Toughest Texas Ranger,” would inspire a Hollywood movie.

The fi lm, The Highway Men, chronicles the investigation that Ranger Hamer 
(portrayed by Kevin Costner) and his partner, Manny Gault (played by Woody Harrelson), 
conducted to track down and apprehend notorious criminals Bonnie and Clyde in 1934. It 
debuts in March.

The new fi lm corrects a fi ctitious plot twist in the 1967 Warner Brothers’ hit, Bonnie 
and Clyde, which starred Warren Beatty and Faye Dunaway as the infamous outlaws, 
in which Ranger Hamer was falsely portrayed as a villain who killed the outlaws out of 
revenge.

The producers used Ranger Hamer’s real name without permission and were 
successfully sued by his widow for defamation of character. She collected $20,000 in 
damages.

Boessenecker’s story tells the true story and helps redeem Ranger Hamer’s good 
name. He died in 1955.

Courtesy of True West Magazine

Super Bowl LIII Badges, Patches Super Bowl commemorative insignia has 
been a public safety tradition for years since the National Football League allowed the 
use of game and team logos on badges and patches. Super Bowl LIII was no exception.

Public safety agencies in Massachusetts, California and Georgia, where the game 
was played, jumped on the bandwagon  with commemorative badges and patches 
showing the Super Bowl LIII, New England Patriots and Los Angeles Rams logos.

Although the badges are a pricey $115 to $130 each, including the NFL licensing fee, 
many agencies commissioned and allowed offi  cers to wear them before and during the 

Hastings, Minn. police Offi  cer Whitney Rinowski (left) and Rosemount, 
Minn. police Offi  cer Jeremiah Simonson with a plaque that commemorates 
Rosemount’s participation in the Pink Patch Project. Offi  cer Simonson helped 
Hastings initiate the project last October. Contributed photograph

The Utah Transit Police commissioned a Christmas-theme patch and sold it 
as a fundraiser for a charity that funds gifts for needy children. The patch shows 
a locomotive outfi tted with holiday decorations, candy canes and the legend, 
“POLICE/ UTAH/ TRANSIT.” Contributed photograph
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game. Infi nite Products Group has had the contract to produce Super Bowl badges for 
eight years.

Dunwoody, Ga. Police Chief Billy Grogan allowed his offi  cers to purchase and wear 
the badges and even bought one for himself. Eight Dunwoody offi  cers worked security 
details in nearby Atlanta for the game, fi ve at team hotels and three on the North Metro 
SWAT team.

“I thought it was a nice way to commemorate a very special occasion. The offi  cers had 
to purchase the badges themselves, so there was no cost to the city,” Chief Grogan said.

The chief added that the only thing that would have made it better was if the Atlanta 
Falcons would have played in the game!

Meanwhile, Super Bowl badges were worn in New England states in honor of the 
Patriots.

There are also Super Bowl patches from Boston PD and other agencies with the red, 
white and blue Patriots logo.

The New Hampshire Troopers Association off ered a Patriot-themed state police patch 
for sale with a portion of the proceeds going to charity.

The patch with a vintage Patriots logo is off ered for $10. Proceeds go to the New 
England Patriots Charitable Foundation.

Patches can be purchased by cash, check or money order made payable to the New 
Hampshire Troopers Association (NHTA) and mailed to TFC Sean Faherty, NHTA, 107 
North State Street, Concord NHY 03301. Please enclosed a stamped self-addressed 
envelope.

Patches were still available as of February 15. A sellout is anticipated.
Courtesy of Dunwoody PD and NHTA

Australian States Choose Kia Stinger It may not have been intentional, 
but the Kia Stinger is fast becoming the car of choice for road policing units across 
Australia.

Coming after the recent news that the Queensland Police Service will take delivery of 
a fl eet of Stingers, the Western Australia Police Department has announced that it plans 
to recruit the feisty Korean-made car.

Long dependent on domestic creations like the Ford Falcon and Holden Commodore, 
Australian police forces have been faced with problems in planning how to replace aging 
fl eets.

Ford discontinued the Falcon in 2016, while the latest Holden Commodore is derived 
from the latest Vauxhall, which is a front wheel drive car. Most Australian traffi  c cops 
prefer rear wheel drive.

The Stinger seems to have arrived at just the right time. It off ers turbocharged power 
to the rear wheels. All 50 Stingers purchased by the Western Australia Police have the 
3.3-liter turbocharged V-6 engine with 365 horsepower and 376 foot pounds of torque.

With 0 to 62 miles per hours in 4.9 seconds, plus the added benefi t of Brembo brakes 
and a mechanical slip diff erential, the Stinger is a formidable pursuit vehicle. An extensive 
six-month evaluation confi rmed that it either met or exceeded all requirements in Western 
Australia.

Kia will supply the cars in standard form with only additional wiring needed to add 
lights, sirens and other accessories.

Courtesy of Western Australia Police Department

New Barrie, Ontario Police Badges Police in Barrie, Ont. have new 
badges.

The shield has a fi ve-point star with a superimposed city crest as the center design. 
The legends “BARRIE POLICE” appears at the top and “CONSTABLE” at the bottom. A 
number appears on a fl at bottom panel.

The department also has a new warrant card that features a photograph of the offi  cer 
and his or her name, rank and badge number.

Old badges must be turned in before shields are issued, a spokesman said. The 
previous style did not include a badge number.

The new badges also include engraved serial numbers on the back that can be added 
to the Canadian Police Information Center database if reported stolen or lost.

Barrie has about 240 police offi  cers.
Courtesy of Barrie Police Service

Kansas Department Adopts Retro Badges Hiawatha, Kans. police Chief 
John Defore was so impressed by a 1950s department badge he saw in a display that he 
reintroduced it to his agency.

Chief Defore won approval from city commissioners in November to raise $700 in 
private donations to fund the retro badge project. The badges will debut as soon as they 
are delivered, he said.

The chief saw the 1950s badge in an exhibit of Hiawatha history that the city clerk put 
together at City Hall. “As soon as I saw it, I knew I had to get it recommissioned,” he said.

The badge is a six-point star surrounded by an ornate wreath. The legends read 
“CITY/ POLICE/ HIAWATHA/ KANS.” The state seal appears as the center design.

“Everything we in law enforcement do is always steeped with tradition,” Chief Defore 
said.

Although the chief has been in law enforcement for 26 years, he noted the badge was 
retired before he was born!

“Back then, with the exception of the center seal, it was all punched out on a press,” 

(Left) Dunwoody, Ga. police Chief Billy Grogan bought one of the Super 
Bowl LIII commemorative badges and wore it before and during the game in 
nearby Atlanta. (Right) The New Hampshire State Troopers Foundation created 
a New England Patriots patch. Contributed photographs

Queensland and Western Australia have selected the Kia Stinger as their 
new road policing vehicle. Both agencies have taken delivery of the high 
performance Korean-made car to replace the Holden Commodore and the Ford 
Falcon, which have been discontinued. Contributed photograph

(Left) The 240 members of the Barrie, Ont. Police Service are wearing this 
new badge. The center design is the city crest on a star. (Right) Hiawatha, Kans. 
police Chief John Defore has reintroduced this 1950s badge to his department. 
He raised the money to pay for it himself. Contributed photographs
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he said, explaining the diff erence between the old and new badges.
“This is Hiawatha, and this badge represents the pride we have because it is so 

unique only to us,” Chief Defore said.
He pointed out the Topeka Police Department and Shawnee County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce 

wear one of a kind badges and said it was time the city follow suit. The commissioners 
agreed.

Courtesy of Hiawatha Police Department

Identity Of Former Chief Rediscovered The identity of a former 
Washington Court House, O. police chief was recently rediscovered when New Albany, 
O. resident Daniel Guthrie found a police badge that had been packed away years ago.

Guthrie reached out to police Lieutenant Russell Lowe and the two men worked 
together to learn more about the forgotten chief.

What they discovered was D.L. Moore was the city police chief from 1914 to 1924. 
They also learned the initials D.L. on the badge abbreviated Dossy Lewis, the chief’s fi rst 
and middle names.

As he continued to dig through boxes, Guthrie found two newspaper articles about 
Moore and a picture of him with two other Washington Court House offi  cers. The articles 
revealed that Moore was killed in 1926 when he fell off  a truck while working on a road.

Moore is great-grandfather to Guthrie’s wife, Doris Jane Moore. Interestingly, he was 
also a police offi  cer. He served with the Columbus Police Department for 28 years and 

retired as a sergeant in 2007.
Guthrie said of the badge: “Being an in-heart police offi  cer, when I saw this I had to 

return it. This belongs here, not in my garage or on my wall. This did not belong to me. It 
belonged to Washington Court House. This is part of their history.”

Lieutenant Lowe has been working on piecing together the police department’s history 
“so the new guys can know where they come from...”

While looking through old records, Lieutenant Lowe discovered that several decades 
of 1900s records are missing and from 1902 to 1924, there was no record of the police 
chief’s identity. He is hoping to identify the other chiefs from that period and as many 
police offi  cers as possible. He hopes to create a plaque with the name of every person 
who served on the department. He has asked for the public’s help with the project.

Guthrie said he hopes to continue to learn more about Moore’s life and continue his 
research.

One remaining question regards a badge that Guthrie also found. It is from the 
London Mechanical Police. Neither Lieutenant Lowe or Guthrie have been unable to fi nd 
anything about it.

Courtesy of Washington Court House Record-Herald

New Manitoba Tribal Emblems Issued Craig Boan has created new 
Manitoba tribal emblems, Manitoba First Nations Police and Norway House Cree Nation 
Emergency Services, Security Guard and Safety Offi  cer. The patches were delivered to 
the agencies late last year.

The Manitoba First Nations Police was known as the Dakota Ojibway Police Service 
when it was formed in 1977. It is one of the longest-serving First Nation police services in 
Canada.

The new emblem is an elongated inverted arrowhead. The center design shows 
a buff alo and two feathers. An eagle with spread wings appears above the legend, 
“MANITOBA FIRST NATIONS,” on an upward arc across the top and “POLICE” in small 
letters beneath the center design.

There are color variations, including a subdued version for tactical uniform wear.
“We have now transitioned from Dakota Ojibway Police Service to Manitoba First 

Nations Police. During this transition, we will be integrating our new police service logo 
over a two year period. This will ensure us a slow transition, while everyone gets used to 
the new logo,” Chief R.H. “Rick” Head said.

The agency name change took place in 2018.
The department policies six communities: Birdtail Sioux (south of Birtle), 

Canupawakpa Dakota (south of Virdden), Long Plain First Nation (southwest of Portage 
la Prairie), Roseau River (north of Emerson), Sandy Bay (north of Portage la Prairie) and 
Waywayseecappo (east of Russell).

The agency is headquartered in Portage la Prairie.
The Norway House Cree Nation is based at Norway House, which is located on the 

Playgreen Lake section of the Nelson River system.
The people are the Swampy Cree from the Rocky Cree band government.
They are in the possession of a number of reserves but the population is centered at 

Norway House. There are 4500 members living on the reserve and another 1500 living 
off  the reserve.

The patches are CHP shapes with the staff  of life emergency medical services symbol 
centered on a Maltese cross that looks like the scales of justice and two axes as the 
center design. An electrocardiogram printout is seen above it.

“NORWAY HOUSE CREE NATION” is lettered across the top.
The three agencies, Emergency Services, Security Guard and Safety Offi  cer, appear 

beneath the center design.

Washington Court House, O. police Lieutenant Russell Lowe (left) and New 
Albany, O. resident Dan Guthrie, a retired Columbus police offi  cer, show a 
display of old department insignia, including the badge once worn by Chief D.L. 
Moore from 1914 to 1924. Contributed photograph

Craig Boan created three variations of the new Manitoba First Nation Police 
emblem, which depicts a buff alo as the center design. One is a subdued version 
(lower right). The agency policies six communities. It was known as the Dakota 
Ojibway Police Service until last year. Contributed photograph

The Norway House Cree Nation has new Emergency Services, Security 
Guard and Safety Offi  cer patches, thanks to Craig Boan. The nation has a 
population of 4500 on the reserve and 1500 people who live off  the reserve. 
Norway House is on Playgreen Lake. Manitoba. Contributed photograph
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The community is policed by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police.
Courtesy of Craig Boan

Police Impersonator Slapped On Wrist The Michigan State Police 
arrested Paul Kirkwood, 42, of White Lake in Oakland County for impersonating a state 
trooper in April 2018.

The State Police investigated Kirkwood, a convicted felon, after complaints that he 
passed himself off  as an undercover trooper and made traffi  c stops with his personal 
vehicle.

Detectives executed a search warrant at his home and recovered counterfeit state 
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police badges as well as ammunition and other illegal items.
Neighbors told detectives that Kirkwood often wore a state trooper’s badge suspended 

by a chain from his neck and carried a handgun in a belt holster. They believed he was a 
police offi  cer.

Detectives even found a photo Kirkwood posted on Facebook that shows him wearing 
a state trooper badge suspended from his neck while seated in his car.

Initially, Kirkwood was charged with two felonies and two misdemeanors.
So what happened when convicted felon Kirkwood went to court for sentencing after 

pleading guilty late last year? A slap on the wrist.
Two days in jail and one year probation. That’s it.
End of story. So much for a Michigan court taking police impersonation seriously. 

Tough on crime?
Courtesy of Home Town Life

CLEHS News Updates
Board Member Election The California Law Enforcement Historical Society 

is governed by a nine-member volunteer Board of Directors, who meet annually to set 
policy for the Society.

The Board of Directors consists of fi ve elected at large directors and four appointed 
directors who represent specifi c areas of the state, Northern, Central, Central Coast and 
Southern.

It is election time and nominations for the elected at large directors 2019 to 2021 term 
are now being accepted.

Eligible members who would like to serve on the Board or nominate others to serve 
are asked to submit their nomination(s) in writing by April 15, 2019 to Brian Smith, 
Secretary, CLEHS, PO Box 254875, Sacramento CA 95865-4875.

You can also email your nomination(s) to casigns28@outlook.com.
After nominations are received and validated, a ballot will be sent to all eligible 

members by May 1. Please note: Article 12 Section 1 of the CLHS Bylaws do not allow 
associate or corporate members to vote; therefore, no ballots will be sent to those 
members.

In order for a vote to count, completed ballots must be returned no later than June 1.
Election results will be announced in July.

2019 Membership Renewal Have you renewed your 2019 membership in the 
California Law Enforcement Historical Society? Not not, please take a moment to renew 
your membership with a payment of $40 for one year or $400 for a lifetime membership.

You can renew by sending a check to CLEHS, PO Box 254875, Sacramento CA 
95865-4875.

If you prefer, you can make your payment online at the CLEHS Web site, 
calpolicehistory.com.

Amazon Smile There are many ways to support the California Law Enforcement 
Historical Society like membership dues, cash donations, in-kind contributions and 
grants.

Another easy way to support the Society is by shopping at Amazon Smile. When you 
shop at Amazon Smile, Amazon will donate a small percentage of sales to the Society. 
Next time you shop on Amazon, check out Amazon Smile.

Thank you for supporting the California Law Enforcement Historical Society.
Submitted by Secretary/Treasurer Brian Smith

Police Historian of the Year
It is an honor to introduce the 2019 Police Historian of the Year, Michael McCarthy.
The California Law Enforcement Historical Society has a longstanding program to 

recognize a historian each year. One individual is selected for his or her contribution to 
the preservation, display and support of California’s rich law enforcement history.

McCarthy is a mainstay at each of the California collector shows. He displays an 
incredible array of law enforcement and fi re memorabilia with a focus on the City of San 
Francisco.

Included in the massive collection are badges, patches, saddles, call boxes, uniforms, 
fi rearms, photographs, lights and manuals illustrating the tools and insignia from San 
Francisco.

 The badge collection alone consists of over 200 pieces.
As many readers can attest, McCarthy presents a true table-top museum honoring the 

police offi  cers and fi refi ghters who have served. Such a unique collection is simply a joy 
to view.

Not unnoticed is the dedication by McCarthy to pack, store, transport, set up and the 
expense involved in sharing his holdings.

When asked about the most signifi cant piece in his collection, McCarthy quickly 
identifi ed the handcuff s and revolver carried by his father, who was a career police offi  cer 

Michael McCarthy displays his “President’s Award for Excellence” award from 
his 2017 display at the National Police Collectors Show in Ontario, Calif. The 
veteran collector was recently honored as the 2019 CLEHS Police Historian of 
the Year. Well deserved! Gary Hoving photograph
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in San Francisco. While a SFPD badge is included in that portion of the display, it was 
identifi ed as a remake of his father’s badge. The original was laid to rest with his father 
as a tribute.

McCarthy was a full-time police offi  cer in Foster City for a year and one half. He then 
continued his service as a reserve police offi  cer for 29 years.

He and his wife, Laurie, continue to preserve history through exhibitions of their 
collection which has taken the past 28 years to assemble.

Congratulations to Mike McCarthy as the 2019 Police Historian of the Year!
Submitted by President Gary Hoving

A portion of the massive City of San Francisco police and fi re display by 
Michael McCarthy during the 2017 Ripon, Calif. collectors show. McCarthy’s 
interest in collecting public safety insignia and preserving history was sparked 
by his father, who was an SFPD offi  cer. Gary Hoving photograph

Earliest Badge Of The
Los Angeles Police Department

Many years ago I came across a very early photograph of a uniformed Los Angeles 
police offi  cer standing proudly alongside his family. At fi rst glance, it appears he is 
wearing the Series One badge that was fi rst issued in 1876, but with closer examination, 
the uniformed offi  cer is wearing a badge that has seven points as compared to Series 
One badge which has eight points.

Why is this important you ask; because there is no offi  cial record of LAPD offi  cers 
wearing a metal badge prior to 1876. Accordingly, this photograph is an extremely rare 
record of the earliest known badge worn by a LAPD offi  cer.

In 1869, Los Angles was being overrun by gangs, prostitution, gamblers, murders and 
plain drunks. As one visitor stated, “The name of this city is in Spanish, the city of angels, 
but with much more truth might it be called at present the city of demons. While I have 
been here in Los Angeles only two weeks, there have been eleven deaths and only one 
of them a natural.”

To combat these undesirables, the city council sought full-time police protection. This 
was a decisive moment in Los Angeles history as this allowed the establishment of a city 
police department.

To lead the new department, the council hired William C. Warren, who was the town 
marshal and gave him the added title of chief of police. (Warren was gunned down by 
one of his offi  cers involving a dispute over reward money one year later.)

The police department, consisting of six offi  cers, were not paid a salary but were 
compensated with a commission for the collection of fees by serving writs for arrests and 
for returning stolen property.

With a budget of just $75.00 to furnish his offi  ce and pay rent, there is no record of 
any funds being allotted for uniforms or badges, So, what is this offi  cer in the photograph 
wearing?

That mystery fi rst began to be solved with the help of Policewoman Alice Stebbins 
Wells who, most agree, is American’s fi rst paid policewoman. Wells served on the 
LAPD from 1910 until 1940 and died in 1957. In her later years of service, she was the 
department’s offi  cial historian.

Years later, another fi gure entered the discussion when retired Commander Keith 
Bushey was fortunate enough to steward several police badges from the estate of Wells. 
It was Bushey who saw the historical importance of the nondescript badge many others 
at fi rst thought insignifi cant.

Bushey determined through his expertise as the predominant collector and historian 
on badges that this “City Police 1869” was skillfully hand cut and fi t the standard for 
metal badges worn during this era. The seven-point star was used by police departments 
across the nation, including cities in California such as San Diego, San Francisco and 
Sacramento. It only stands to reason; LAPD offi  cers also wore some type of metal badge.

Bushey believes that several diff erent types of badges were worn during this period 
from 1869 and the establishment of LAPD as a paid and uniformed department in 1876. 
Some were individually made, such as this 1869 badge, while others could have been 
ordered through the mail which were merely generic and had “POLICE” stamped on 
them.

There would have been little standardization on the fl edgling department as offi  cers 
were required to purchase their own equipment, uniform and sidearm. Consequently, 
offi  cers equipped themselves as best they could and with what they could aff ord. The fact 
that the 1869 badge has a “2” would suggest that there was also a number “1” badge.

The “1869” on the badge is signifi cant. It was a time in Los Angeles that the formation 
of a police department would have been the talk of the town. Going from volunteers 
attempting to enforce the law to a force of six armed offi  cers and a chief of police would 
have been something to document, in this case, inscribing the “1869” as the centerpiece 
of the badge.

As Bushey quantifi ed, “In the case of this (1869) badge, the evidence is very 
compelling that this badge was used prior to the standardization of the uniform in 1876 
and may in face be representative of a Los Angeles Police badge design that had not 

When James Bultema came across this family photo of a Los Angeles police 
offi  cer taken in 1869, he realized the badge the offi  cer was wearing pre-dated 
the fabled LAPD Series One, which debuted in 1876. The badge is a seven-
point hand cut star, “City Police 1869.” A.C. Golsh photograph

Former LAPD Commander Keith Bushey, a leading LAPD collector and 
historian, researched the badge worn in the 1869 photograph. This style was 
worn in other cities, including San Diego, San Francisco and Sacramento. 
Notice the number “2” on the center star. Keith Bushey Collection
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been previously acknowledged.” I would agree.
In doing my research for Guardians Of Angels: A History of the Los Angeles Police 

Department, I found no documentation of the “1869” badge until I located the rare 
photograph of the LAPD offi  cer wearing just such a badge.

In conjunction with Bushey’s research, his acquisition of the “1869” badge, the likely 
history of the department’s fi rst badge comes to light. It is an important discovery as it 
pre-dates the Series One badge of 1876 that historians steadfastly attribute as the fi rst 
metal badge worn by members of the LAPD.

The uniform the offi  cer is wearing is most likely military that he either wore during the 
Civil War or bought from a military surplus dealer. Note his series “1869” style seven-
point badge on his jacket.

Collectively taken with Bushey’s research, his seven-point badge, in conjunction with 
the photograph of this LAPD offi  cer wearing the early badge, we have the best evidence 
to date of the transformation of the Los Angeles Police Department from 1869 until 1876. 
It allows a rare peak into what at least one offi  cer chose to wear until standardization of 
equipment took place in 1876.

Please contact me with your comments and thoughts. I would enjoy hearing from you: 
policehistoryjamesbultema@gmail.com.

Historian and former LAPD cop James Bultema knows about policing in 
America. He is the author of the acclaimed books Guardians of Angels: A History of 
the Los Angeles Police Department, The Protectors: A Photographic History of Police 
Departments in the United States and his most recent book, Unsolved Cold-Case 
Homicides of Law Enforcement Offi  cers.

Bultema has served on the Board of Directors of the LAPD Historical Society and was 
the force behind the award-winning six-hour documentary Badge of Honor: An Insider’s 
History of the Los Angeles Police Department. For this new 150th anniversary edition, 
recently appointed LAPD Chief Michel Moore has written the foreword.

In researching Guardians, Bultema spent six years thoroughly examining archives, 
libraries and historical societies’ records; conducting scores of interviews; and sifting 
through private collections.

Bultema lives in Arizona with his wife of 47 years.

Los Angeles Police Offi  cer Frank Lemon is wearing a regulation uniform 
and a Series One badge in this circa 1879 photograph. Until the 1869 badge 
was discovered, it was believed Series One was the fi rst LAPD badge. Offi  cer 
Lemon’s badge number is “23.” A.C. Golsh photograph

Doug Messer “49’er” Show Raises
$875 For Three Worthy Organizations

The 24th Annual Doug Messer “49’er” Public Safety and Military Collectors Show was 
held on Saturday, February 23 at the Roseville Veterans Memorial Hall in Roseville, Calif.

The show is sponsored by two very supportive groups, the International Police 
Association United States Section Region 29 and the Roseville American Legion Alyn W. 

The 24th Annual Doug Messer “49’er” Public Safety and Military Collectors 
Show on February 23 brought 126 collectors to the Veterans Memorial Hall in 
Roseville, Calif. The 47-table show attracted collectors from throughout the state 
including many CLEHS members. Contributed photograph

Mike DeVilbiss (second from left) went home with the First Place “Best 
Display” award at the “49’er” show for an outstanding display of badges, patches 
and artifacts from Sacramento County S.O. It was awarded by (left to right) Phil 
Jordan, Brian Smith and Mike Lynch. Contributed photograph

Phil Colonnellli was honored at the Doug Messer show for another world-
class exhibit of California law enforcement emblems. Colonnelli (second from 
left) accepts the award from hosts Phil Jordan, Brian Smith and Mike Lynch. 
The show is named after the veteran collector. Contributed photograph
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Butler Post 169.
There were 47 display tables and 126 attendees. Collectors came from throughout 

California and surrounding states.
The shows raised a total of $875 which was distributed to the Ranger Foundation, 

California Law Enforcement Historical Society and the local chapter of the Concerns of 
Police Survivors.

The hosts were Mike Lynch, Phil Jordan and Brian Smith.
The hosts presented four display contest awards.
“Best Historical Display” went to Todd Shulman for his display of badges, patches and 

history of the Napa Police Department. He is founder and president of the Napa Police 
Historical Society.

“Best Display” Third Place was awarded to Nevada collector Kris Lewis for his display 
of badges and patches from the Nevada Highway Patrol.

“Best Display” Second Place was presented to Phil Colonnelli for his extensive display 
of patches from various California agencies.

“Best Display” First Place went home with Mike DeVilbiss for his badges and other 
artifacts from the Sacramento County Sheriff ’s Department. He has one of the fi nest 
department collections in the hobby.

The hosts would like to thank everyone who set up beautiful badge and patch displays 
and all those who attended for the continued support of the show.

The show is named after the late Doug Messer, a dedicated collector and historian of 
California conservation law enforcement insignia and memorabilia. He was a show co-
host until his untimely death.

Jim Casey reported making a nice acquisition at the “49’er” show, a matched set of 
San Francisco Police Department sergeant and inspector badges numbered “1189” that 
were once worn by Thomas A. Burns.

Both badges are hallmarked by Irvine and Jachens and the presentation inspector’s 
badge is dated February 20, 1974.

Casey’s research into Burns’ SFPD yielded a story about how he saved a child from a 
crazed man who claimed to be the Zodiac Killer.

The San Francisco Chronicle story from November 22, 1969, “Berserk S.F. Is Slain,” 
tells how Burns, who was then a patrolman, shot and killed David Martin as he held 
an eight-inch carpenter’s fi nished saw blade to his 12-year-old daughter’s neck and 
threatened to kill her if anyone approached him. His wife and another child managed to 
escape and alert police but Martin held the daughter captive.

Offi  cers surrounded the Martin house in the Ingleside District and attempted entry but 
were unable to make forced entry.

Patrolman Burns crawled through a broken basement window, entered the house 
and confronted Martin who was holding the blade against the girl’s throat. He had been 
distracted by offi  cers yelling at him from outside the house and did not notice the offi  cer 
as he approached him from behind.

“Patrolman Thomas Burns took careful aim and fi red one shot from his .38 caliber 
revolver, hitting David Martin just below the right shoulder blade,” the newspaper 
reported. He stumbled when the slug hit him.

“Offi  cer Martin then threw himself into Martin, wrestling the saw blade away with one 
hand and pulling the terrifi ed, sobbing child out of harm’s way with the other.

“The drama came to en end moments later when Martin mumbled his fi nal words, 
‘Thank you. offi  cer. I am through.’” He died at the scene.

Submitted by Brian Smith and Jim Casey

Todd Shulman featured this beautiful display of badges, patches and 
historical memorabilia from the Napa Police Department. He founded the Napa 
Police Historical Society. The department was founded in 1875 and has 76 
sworn offi  cers and 71 civilian staff  members. Contributed photograph

Todd Shulman is a sergeant with the Napa Police Department. He founded 
the Napa Police Historical Society in 2008. Shulman (second from left) won 
“Best Historical Display” at the Roseville show. Hosts Phil Jordan, Brian Smith 
and Mike Lynch (left to right) presented it. Contributed photograph

Kris Lewis (second from left) has an extensive insignia and artifacts 
collection from the Nevada Highway Patrol. He won third place in the “Best 
Display” contest in Roseville on February 23. Lewis lives in Sparks, Nev., 
which is the site of the 2020 National Show. Contributed photograph

California collector Jim Casey (left) talks badges with a couple collectors 
who stopped by his fabulous exhibit of historic stars and shields. Casey has a 
particularly outstanding collection of San Francisco Police Department badges. 
He has done two books on badge history. Contributed photograph
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Jim Casey acquired this matching set of San Francisco Police badges that 
once belonged to Thomas A. Burns, who held the ranks of patrolman, sergeant 
and inspector. His number, “1189,” is centered on both badges. The inspector 
badge is a dated presentation piece. Contributed photograph

Corona Historic Preservation Society
Hosts Police History Panel And Exhibit

Part One
 The Corona, Calif. Historic Preservation Society hosted an exhibit and panel 

discussion on Corona police history on February 9.
The event attracted a capacity crowd that included many current and former city police 

offi  cers and their families. The mayor, city aldermen and the chief of police were in the 
audience.

“We decided to feature public safety in our annual history presentations two years 
ago. We did the Fire Department last year. We are doing the Police Department this 
year,” society President Wes Speake said.

The event was highlighted by a large exhibit of historic Corona police memorabilia 
and artifacts, including uniforms, headgear, badges and emblems; a presentation by 
department historian Terry Madory, a retired city police corporal; and a panel discussion 
that featured former police chiefs and captains.

Collector Randy Grago designed the agency’s current shoulder emblem and was 
invited to put on a display.

“The Corona Historical Preservation Society presented a packed house of history this 
morning. A great historical perspective was off ered,” Grago said.

Madory joined the police department 29 years ago and began collecting recollections 
and stories about its history from retired offi  cers, veteran offi  cers and others.

His presentation chronicled the history of policing in the city, which began with the 
fi rst town constable in 1887. He described it as the progression of law enforcement 
from a small town to a modern, progressive city. (Corona is a city of 167,000. The police 
department has 220 employees.)

Corona was originally known as South Riverside. Land developer Robert Taylor and 
his business partners in South Riverside Land and Water Company raised $110,000 
to purchase 12,000 acres of agricultural land. They sold land to settlers who planted 
thousands of acres of lemon and orange groves.

In 1886, Taylor plotted a 5000-acre site as the location of the new town of South 
Riverside. He hired an engineer to plan and create a three-mile long circular road around 
the town. It was named Grand Boulevard. (Corona is known as The Circle City.)

A year later the county sheriff  appointed the fi rst township constable, Thomas 
Fledge, who also served an adjacent township. He had settled in South Riverside after 
immigrating from England in 1879 and was recommended for the job by developer Taylor.

Madory said Constable Fledge organized the fi rst jury trial in South Riverside by 
knocking on doors and asking residents to serve on the jury. He found nine men willing to 
serve.

Nine men served as town constable between 1887 and 1896. One served only three 
months.

South Riverside became Corona in 1896 when the former town became a city and the 
city council voted to rename it.

Corona law enforcement became the responsibility of an elected marshal who 
appointed deputies. It was a partisan offi  ce and candidates ran as either Democrats 
or Republicans. Elected marshals served the city from 1896 to 1914 when the police 
department was formed.

In 1897, a deputy marshal investigated the fi rst murder prosecuted in Corona. A man 

The community room at the Corona Civic Center was packed for a 
presentation on city police history arranged by the Corona Historic Preservation 
Society on February 9. The event featured displays of police uniforms, artifacts, 
badge and patches.. Randy Grago photograph

Corona had city marshals and deputy marshals from 1896 when the city was 
incorporated until 1914 when the police department was formed. This is an old 
city marshal’s six-point, ball-tipped star from that era. The legend reads “CITY/ 
CORONA/ MARSHAL.” Nice! Randy Grago photograph

Corona PD honored Marshal Grant C. Alexander on this handsome 
commemorative badge when it celebrated its centennial anniversary in 2014. 
The marshal was shot to death on December 22, 1913 when he was ambushed 
in response to a disturbance. Randy Grago photograph
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there were no witnesses, and he was found not guilty.

Madory pointed out that Corona did not have a jail until 1899. When marshals and 
their deputies arrested someone, they either released him or her or transported the 
person to the city jail in Riverside.

In 1899, a wooden ten-by-ten jail cell was built with funds appropriated by the county. 
There were several escapes and one inmate tried to burn it down by setting fi re to his 
mattress.

In 1908, the city ordered a four cell portable jail made out of steel from San Francisco 
Ironworks. Occasionally, the jail was loaded onto a wagon and transported to the north 
end of the city on Saturday nights where the marshal used it to hold drunks who had 
been arrested for drunk and disorderly rather than transport them downtown.

When the new City Hall was built in 1912, four cells were constructed in the building.
The fi rst Corona offi  cer killed in the line of duty was Marshal Grant C. Alexander, who 

was a chief of police in Nebraska in 1892. He and his family relocated to Corona in 1894. 
He bought a store that sold paint.

In 1910, Alexander ran for marshal but lost. However, he was hired as a deputy 
marshal by then-Marshal Raney. The marshal and his deputy spent a lot of time 
confi scating illegal liquor because the Temperance Movement was in full swing. The 
city had adopted an ordinance banning alcohol. It was dangerous work and marred by 
numerous confl icts with citizens and businesses.

“There were many barber shops, cigar stores and other business that gave customers 
glasses of beer when they came in the stores,” Madory said.

Marshal Raney was unhappy with his job and salary, which was $75 a month. He 
attended a city trustees meeting and quit. He told the trustees, “You better pay the next 
marshal a lot more or you won’t have him too long.”

Deputy Marshal Alexander was appointed to fi ll out Marshal Raney’s term and won the 
job in the 1912 election. He was paid $75 a month and an additional $2 for each arrest. 
Within a month, he was the highest-paid city employee, so obviously he was eff ective!

Marshal Alexander faithfully enforced city liquor ordinance. He went so far as to 
search trunks and large suitcases brought in to Corona by passengers who arrived by 
train for liquor. The penalty for liquor possession was ten days in jail. He made so many 
arrests that a fi fth cell was added to the jail.

In early December 1913, Marshal Alexander deemed four Mexicans as “undesirables” 
and ordered them out of the city.

Soon thereafter, he received an anonymous telephone call that he was slated for 
death and was the target of assassination attempts on December 19 and again on 
December 20.

On December 22, Marshal Alexander was at home at about 12:30 am when he heard 
screaming and yelling from a shack usually occupied by farm workers across an alley 
from his house. He got dressed and strapped on his gunbelt.

The marshal tried to gain entry and but no one answered the door. The screaming and 
yelling continued, so he forced the door open. He was shot twice at point blank range 
and died almost instantly. He had been ambushed. The body wasn’t discovered until 6:30 
am.

“The city was in a state of panic. They had no idea who killed him or why. No one 
heard the shots. There was a deputy marshal, but he wasn’t very good, so the city 
decided to hire someone to investigate the marshal’s murder. They contacted the Burns 
Detective Agency in Los Angeles,” Madory said.

The city hired Albert C. Ramsey, a private detective, who had been a detective for the 
Los Angeles County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce. He accepted a $100 retainer and went to work to 

solve the puzzling case.
Ramsey soon identifi ed the four Mexicans that Marshal Alexander had ordered out 

of town and learned they returned to the city in early December with plans to kill him for 
revenge. He also determined the suspects fl ed the city on a train and were in Ludlow, a 
small town in the Mohave Desert in San Bernardino County.

Although the four suspects were never brought to trial for the marshal’s murder, within 
a year, two were killed in a shootout with offi  cers trying to arrest them for a robbery in the 
county. Another was arrested for unrelated charges in Riverside and the fourth was killed 
in a gunfi ght in Nogales, Ariz.

The city council was so pleased with the job that Ramsey did investigating the 
marshal’s murder that they off ered him the marshal’s job and he took it.

Deputy Marshals Ewing and Sherman were shot in 1914 while searching railroad 
tracks for a murder suspect late at night with their newly-issued “electric torches” 
(fl ashlights) when they encountered the suspect, Antonio Morey. A gunfi ght ensued and 
14 shots were exchanged between three men. Morey was killed.

It turned out Morey was wanted in three California counties for safe-cracking. Offi  cers 
found him in possession of 23 sticks of dynamite and blasting caps.

On December 14, 1914, the council called Marshal Ramsey into a meeting. He was 
asked for his marshal’s badge and handed it over. The marshal thought he had been 
fi red, so he began to leave the room. Council members called him back. He was handed 
a gold badge with the title, “A.C. RAMSEY/ CHIEF OF POLICE.” The Corona Police 
Department was born and Ramsey was the fi rst chief of police!

Chief Ramsey modernized for former marshal’s offi  ce. He installed a red light at the 
corner of Main and Sixth Streets that was used to summon offi  cers on foot patrol. They 
had to a fi nd a phone or run to City Hall to fi nd out where they were needed and why.

Chief Ramsey also implemented traffi  c law enforcement in the city for the fi rst time. He 
purchased a motorcycle for traffi  c enforcement.

The department consisted of the chief and three offi  cers. Madory said the offi  cers 
were required to wear uniforms on duty but had to furnish them at their own expense. 
They also had to provide their own guns.

World War I broke out in April 1917. Corona had a large Mexican population. It was 
widely believed that Mexico might side with Germany during the war, so Chief Ramsey 
deputized 100 civilians and used them to guard city infrastructure against possible 
sabotage. The civilians trained and served until 1919 when the war ended.

In 1922, there was a $1000 reward for the apprehension of Jack Meyers, who was 
wanted for murder. Chief Ramsey was patrolling in his personal car and saw a man 
who looked like Meyers in a city park. He was holding a bundle in his hands. The chief 
stopped in investigate.

The man, who was later identifi ed as Meyers, pulled a handgun and fi red fi ve shots at 
the chief. He was hit twice, including once in his gun hand. The chief returned fi re with his 
weapon in his weak hand but Meyers fl ed.

Chief Meyers drove to a nearby cigar store and reported the shooting. Several 
hundred armed residents searched the city for two days, including a house-to-house 
canvas, but Meyers was not found.

Six weeks later, Meyers was killed in a gunfi ght with county sheriff ’s deputies in San 
Dimas Township. They were trying to apprehend him for a burglary. A township constable 
was killed during the shootout.

The chief recovered from his wounds and returned to duty. He retired four years later.

This old Corona police chief’s badge shows the state seal as the center 
design. The legend reads CHIEF POLICE/ CORONA.”  It was among many 
historic badges displayed during the Corona Historic Preservation Society’s 
presentation on the history of the police department. Randy Grago photograph

An old Corona Police Department badge. Its a plain eagle-topped shield 
numbered “111” wiith the generic title “POLICE DEPARTMENT.” No hallmark 
is visible on te back. The police depament was formed in 1914 when the city 
abolished the position of city marshal.  Randy Grago photograph
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Eloy Gardner became police chief in 1926 and served for 14 years. The department 
had grown to eight offi  cers.

A unusual event took placed during Chief Gardner’s tenure. He was approached by a 
man who claimed he was searching for a missing nephew and off ering a $1000 reward 
for his return. The man met with the chief twice. It turned out the man was a serial killer 
who was wanted for murder!

Sam Lowrie, who had joined the department as a traffi  c offi  cer in 1926, became chief 
in 1942. He introduced one-way radios in patrol cars as well as consecutively numbered 
police reports.

Joe Greer became chief in 1966. He had joined the department in 1941 and then went 
off  to war with the military. He came up through the ranks after his return. After Chief 
Greer retired, he became manager of the city airport. He was a city employee for 49 
years.

Jeff  Barnham was a taxi driver in Corona following his discharge from the Army Air 
Force in 1946. A police offi  cer encouraged him to apply with the department even though 
he had no law enforcement training or experience.

Barnham walked into police headquarters and applied. He was hired on the spot and 
told to report for duty the following day! When he said he didn’t have a uniform or a gun, 
he was told to wear his Army uniform and fi nd a gun somewhere. “It was learn as you 
go,” Madory said.

He worked his way up through the ranks and ultimarely succeeded Chief Greer.
Greer and Barnham used their military fl ying experience to benefi t the police 

department and the city. Beginning in 1947, they fl ew their own airplane to form an 
unoffi  cial air support unit for the city. They served as the department’s eyes in the sky 
until the 1970s.

“It would take forever to relate all the interesting stories from the department’s past,” 
Madory said as he ended his highly informative 30-minute presentation.

Part Two will chronicle the panel discussion by the former chiefs and captains, as well 
as show photographs of Corona badges, patches and other artifacts.

Our thanks for Randy Grago for sharing his photographs of the event with CLEHS.
Submitted by Mike R. Bondarenko, Editor

The Corona Public Library has this historic photograph of city police offi  cers 
taken in 1926. The offi  cers are wearing button down jackets and a police hat 
popular during that era. The jacket badge is an eagle-topped shield. The hat 
badge appears to be a generic catalog style. Randy Grago photograph

A History Of The
 El Monte Police Department

By David Schulberg, El Monte Police Historian

The El Monte Police Department ended the year 1950 with 18 sworn personnel. The 
department would add an aggregate of 13 sworn members during that decade. But by 
the end of the 1950s, the police department would lose 30 of this number. During the 
same period eight offi  cers would be promoted to the rank of sergeant.

The department would appoint its fi rst lieutenant, James Bruton, on September 1, 
1953.

Orval Davis would become the department’s fi rst deputy chief of police on July 1, 
1957.

By the end of the decade, Davis would replace retiring Chief Jay J. Sherman, who 
served 12 years and seven months at the department’s helm, having replaced Carl Vonn, 
who had seen the department through the uncertainty of World War II. Vonn served as 
chief for just over fi ve years and three months.

Upon announcing his retirement, Sherman told the City Council that he had reached 
the time of life when he would “like to forego the necessity, among other things, of 
attending every City Council meeting.”

Chief Sherman, not unlike Chief Wiggins in the 1930s, was at odds with council 
members over gambling in the city; in this case, pay-outs from pinball machines owned 
by a council member.

Almost eerily, history virtually repeated itself; this form of gambling was also held 
illegal, and the council member involved was defeated in his bid for reelection. Unlike 
before, however, the now-former council member was convicted of operating illegal 
gambling equipment, his machines were destroyed, and the money inside each was 
confi scated by the city.

In 1951, the police department changed several aspects of its operation. It expanded 
its fl eet of patrol cars with three new Pontiacs, authorized the hiring of 16 reserve offi  cers 
and shortened the work week of full-time offi  cers from six-day 48-hour work weeks to fi ve 
days 44 hours.

Some things did not change, however. Although offi  cers no longer had to supply their 
own patrol cars, gas and oil, they still had to provide their own uniforms and equipment.

The October 15, 1951, El Monte Police Offi  cer’s Relief Association Benefi t Dance and 

El Monte police offi  cers posed for pictures in 1954. Chief Jay Sherman 
(top row, second from left) and Captain Orval Davis (top row, third from left) 
commanded the department. Captain Davis was one of the earliest collectors of 
law enforcement badges in California. Contributed photograph

Chief Jay Sherman (left) and Offi  cer (and former chief) Edwin Wiggins stand 
proudly in front of the new police headquarters in 1956. Chief Sherman served 
the city for more than 12 years. Like Chief Wiggins, he was often at odds with 
the City Council over illegal gambling. Contributed photograph
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Show booklet notes:
“El Monte policemen still provide their own equipment and uniforms. A good service 

revolver costs around $76; handcuff s cost $17.50; their pants, shirt and cap together 
cost between $40 and $50. Their Sam Browne belt costs $21; a leather jacket comes to 
another $50, not to mention the insignia which they wear, summer shirts and gloves for 
winter.”

A barometer of crime and law enforcement during this period might well be 
interesting to consider. Both of the following, major for the time, drug busts drew notable 
contemporary coverage by the Los Angeles Times.

On April 20, 1952, a joint Los Angeles County Sheriff -El Monte Police operation 
resulted in the arrest of two adults and two juveniles for possession of 19 concealed 
marijuana cigarettes, and on May 14, 1953, El Monte offi  cers arrested two women who 
off ered two classes of heroin, one priced at $350 an ounce and the other at $450 to a 
sheriff ’s investigator the previous day. Their arrest was the result of an all-points bulletin 
by the Sheriff ’s Offi  ce.

Prior to 1955, the department stopped using inmate trustees. Previously used for 
washing police cars and keeping the station clean, the program’s death-knell rang when 
Chief Sherman found one trustee uproariously drunk after consuming all the confi scated 
liquor previously stored in the station’s evidence locker.

Dedicated on May 4, 1956, El Monte’s new police station was considered spacious, 
certainly capable of meeting all foreseeable department needs.

Scarcely two years later, however, the department doubled its graveyard patrol from 
one car to two, with Valley Boulevard dividing their patrols. It was a precursor of growth to 
come.

During this time (before the city adopted the county’s numbering system) the El Monte 
police station’s address was 505 E. Valley Boulevard. Its local telephone number was 
Gilbert 8-6191; its out-of-area telephone number was Cumberland 3-4942.

The changeover to county addressing would prove problematic in the mid-1980s, 
when El Monte detectives were asked to arrest a murder suspect last reported to 
be living at 522 Ramona Boulevard but were unaware of any three-digit addresses 
remaining within the city. They were unable to locate the house until provided cross 
streets by the requesting agency.

Canvassing just east of Santa Anita Avenue, the detectives noted a barely visible 
“522” on one home and arrested the suspect when he answered the door. The house, its 
original address still faintly visible, still exists.

In 1956, Mary D. Heck became the department’s fi rst uniformed female employee, 
being appointed to the position of secretary-matron. Already with the department for three 
years, Heck wore civilian attire when working as a secretary and a skirted uniform with 
badge while serving as matron. She was non-sworn.

On May 11, 1957, one of El Monte’s more interesting criminal cases would unfold 
when anonymous calls led a party of eight El Monte police offi  cers under Sgt. Keith Plehn 
and an equal number of sheriff ’s deputies to a “Dad’s Night Out” at El Monte’s American 
Legion Hall.

Forty-two men were arrested and booked for gambling after authorities entered the 
hall and found three poker tables were in operation and a chuck-a-luck cage was whirling 
merrily. All charges were later dropped after a legal technicality blocked prosecution, 
although the judge admonished those present that he truly believed the defendants were 
guilty.

On November 11, 1957, Reserve Offi  cer Manuel Serrano, a Mexican-American, 
became the fi rst minority to be hired by the department as a full-time police offi  cer.

On June 22, 1958, one of the city’s most infamous murders took place, though it 
would not garner much attention until the victim’s son, Lee Earle Ellroy, then ten years 
of age, later wrote a book about the crime. My Dark Places, published in 1996, garnered 
both popular and critical acclaim for its author (the victim’s son) who since the murder 
had legally changed his name to James Ellroy.

Eerily, a day or two before the murder, Offi  cer Jim Tedrow asked Lieutenant Bruton 
if there was ever any excitement, perhaps any murders, in El Monte. Bruton testily told 
Tedrow that to talk about such things was bad luck. 

While the city does not investigate homicides instead requesting the assistance of the 
larger and better-equipped Los Angeles Sheriff ’s Homicide Bureau, the police department 
does assign two detectives to assist deputies with each such case.

The Ellroy murder remains the oldest relatively active case in El Monte’s history. 
Now the purview of the El Monte Police Cold Case Unit, due to the fact that unsolved 
homicides never close, Sergeant Tom Armstrong and Detective John Eckler were the fi rst 
department members to reexamine the case after Ellroy and retired Los Angeles County 
Sheriff ’s Homicide Detective Bill Stoner visited the department in the mid-1990s. 

The oldest open case in El Monte, although there remain no workable leads, is that 
of Alexander Dawson, robbed and assaulted on a lonely road by three men, after his car 
was forced off  the road. The victim died later in the hospital but was not coherent enough 
to state what took place. Found at Peck Road and Blue Diamond Gravel Pit a day after 
the February 12, 1930 attack, the victim died at Garfi eld Hospital on March 22, 1930. 

In 1958, the department formed a detective bureau, centralizing all investigations that 
had previously been handled by a sergeant, lieutenant or captain.

(Left to right. Top to bottom) Harry Hill, Dave Weir, Leonard Blackwill, Owen 
Christianson, Keith Palen, Virgil Faulkner, Chuck Mollet, Keith Tedrow, Larry 
Duke, Edwin Wiggins, Mark Heck, Hugh Martin, Virgil Erwin, James Bruton, 
Chief Sherman, Captain Davis, Walt Mason, Harold Bentleman, Chuck 
Attkisson and George Rennison. Contributed photograph

Motor Offi  cer George “Red” Rennison (left) and Offi  cer Ed Wiggins enjoy 
a light moment in front of El Monte police headquarters. The occasion was 
Wiggins’s retirement day. He passed on badge number “1” to Rennison, who 
became the senior of the department. Contributed photograph

An El Monte motor offi  cer investigates a traffi  c collision at the intersection 
of Center and Valley Boulevard in about 1960. Like many other California 
agencies, El Monte used motor offi  cers for accident investigation and traffi  c law 
enforcement, especially in their earliest days. Contributed photograph
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This was also the year Keith “Dad” Plehn accidentally locked himself in the 
department’s jail and had to be released from behind the self-locking door by offi  cers who 
had returned to the station and found him peering sadly from behind the door’s small 
window.

Although training academies existed in the 1950s with Chief Sherman having attended 
perhaps the most famous, the FBI National Academy, in 1949, as of the late 1950s, El 
Monte, as many other law enforcement agencies, required no formalized training for its 
offi  cers. California’s Peace Offi  cer Standards and Training Commission (POST) would 
not even exist until 1959.

The department’s newly-hired offi  cers, both regular and reserve, received two hours 
of training each shift for their fi rst eight weeks, then the new offi  cers were sent out with 
more senior offi  cers until it was felt they could do the job on their own. Trainees were not 
allowed to drive a patrol car until they knew all the streets in the city and where all of the 
city employees lived. At that time, all city employees were required to live within the city 
boundaries.

From the late 1940s until well into the mid-1960s, the department operated three-
wheeled Cushman scooters for parking control in downtown El Monte. Tickets carried 
a fi ne of 50 cents. Much of the initial parking enforcement was done by Offi  cer George 
“Red” Rennison, nicknamed for his red hair and ruddy complexion. Red was also readily 
identifi able by the khaki-colored pith helmet he regularly wore while riding his tricycle. 
After Rennison left the department, scooter duty was rotated among the offi  cers.

Because the Cushmans had no radios, and El Monte never had call boxes, the city 
continued to use the water tower light until the Cushmans were retired. Offi  cers having 
to contact the station would ask to use the telephone of a friendly merchant or, if in a car, 
radio the station to telephone them back at a local phone. Pay telephones cost a nickel a 
call.

Continued from this era into the 1960s, the badges of patrolmen were periodically 
collected by supervisors, then reissued based on shifting seniority. Generally 
accomplished by the following shift, woe would befall any offi  cer forgetting to leave 
his badge in his mailbox on the date set for exchange. This did not aff ect detectives, 
however, who had badges lacking numbers, or those at the rank of sergeant or above, 
whose badges did not refl ect seniority.

Some of the more interesting assignments offi  cers were required to work during the 
1950s were the dances and concerts held Saturday evenings at the El Monte Legion 
Stadium, which used to be located on Valley Boulevard where the Marisol Heredia Post 
Offi  ce now stands. The offi  cers were paid through the city by the promoters. The shows 
often attracted people from well outside the area. Crowds numbering from 2500 to 3000 
were common, as were fi ghts and even riots on Saturday nights.

American Legion Stadium was the place to be in the 1950s and early 1960s and 
attracted such names of the era as Tennessee Ernie Ford (who made his television 
debut there), Molly B., Ritchie Valens, Ray Charles, Little Richard, Huggy Boy and 
Fats Domino. Prime-time television’s most popular show during the era, Cliff y Stone’s 
Hometown Jamboree was fi lmed there.

On one occasion a major disturbance almost erupted at the stadium, not because of a 
lively act, but rather due to the sudden lack of one. An El Monte offi  cer had arrested the 
members of a popular band found gambling before their appearance. It was one time that 
the show did not go on.

In 1974, while razing the stadium, workers discovered several old slot machines inside 

a forgotten room long ago sealed behind a wall. The machines were destroyed, and the 
coins within were turned over to charity.

In the late 1950s, Chief Davis, recognizing the diverging needs and maturing 
professionalism of the police department’s offi  cers, encouraged the curtailing of the 
rather casual El Monte Fire and Police Association in favor of a more formal body 
representing only the city’s police. Thus was given rise to the formation of the El Monte 
Police Offi  cer’s Association. 

As the 1950s started, El Monte was still one mile square and bordered roughly by 
Lower Azusa Avenue on the north, Garvey Avenue on the south, Five Points on the east 
and Temple City Boulevard on the west. As a maturing city, El Monte had developed 
rather than expanded. While this internal evolution would continue, the city was about 
to grow outward this time, nearly as fast and furiously as the crops in its rich alluvial soil 
once did.

By 1964, the city’s boundaries would expand to over seven square miles. By the end 
of the 1960s they would expand to nearly ten.

El Monte’s own space race had begun.
DAVID E. SCHULBERG (42030 Wildwood Lane, Aguanga CA 92536-9261)

El Monte police offi  cers underwent training for search and arrest tactics in the 
1950s. This drill showed an offi  cer how to position a subject against his vehicle 
in order to gain an advantage for searching and handcuffi  ng as a cadre of El 
Monte offi  cers and detectives looked on. Contributed photograph

End California Police Historian

Autism Patch
Project Gains

Momentum
The Autism Patch Project is designed to increase 

awareness of autism, a disease that aff ects one in 
every 68 children in the United States, with public safety 
emblems that feature the autism puzzle ribbon or custom 
designs. Although it has not reached Pink Patch Project 
proportions, it is gaining momentum.

By Mike R. Bondarenko, Editor

SEAL BEACH, Calif. – It is personal to Corporal Joe Garcia and Jailer Liz Camarena 
of the Seal Beach, Calif. Police Department.

They are parents of autistic children.
Corporal Garcia’s son, now fi ve, was diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder, when 

he was two. Jailer Camarena has an autistic 11-year-old son.
“Once you fi nd out your child has autism, you don’t know what to do. The resources 

are out there, but my wife and I didn’t know what they were,” Corporal Garcia said.

Seal Beach, Calif. police Corporal Joe Garcia initiated his department’s autism 
awareness patch project in 2017. It was one of the fi rst in the nation. Corporal 
Garcia is the parent of an autistic child and got the idea for the autism patch from 
the popular Pink Patch Project. Contributed photograph
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As parents who see the eff ects of the disorder every day, they believe strongly that 
there needs to be greater awareness of the disorder, especially among law enforcement 
offi  cers, who frequently encounter autistic people. Statistics prove the need for greater 
awareness.

Forty-nine percent of autistic children escape a safe environment, usually by 
wandering away.

One-third of autistic children can not recall their names, addresses or telephone 
numbers.

Ninety-one percent of deaths of autistic children who wander away are by drowning.
Two of three parents with an autistic child say their child has had a “close call” with 

traffi  c injury.
Corporal Garcia decided to do something to increase awareness and raise funds for 

research.
In early 2017, after seeing the unqualifi ed success of Seal Beach’s pioneer Pink Patch 

Project, which has since spread worldwide, he designed the fi rst autism awareness 
patch.

Corporal Garcia showed the patch design to Chief Joe Miller and his command staff . 
He asked permission to start an autism patch project and won instant approval.

“Obviously, I support it 100 percent. It’s for a good cause. That is the reason for it. We 
are out in the public every day. In addition to regular policing, it’s something we should be 
doing. It’s a simple thing, but it sends a strong message,” Chief Miller said.

Corporal Garcia collaborated with National Emblem and First Tactical to design the 
fi rst Seal Beach autism awareness patch two years ago.

He showed it to Jailer Camarena, who said it was beautiful. She said she had 
butterfl ies in her stomach when she fi rst saw it and volunteered to be involved with the 
awareness campaign. 

The fi rst patch debuted during Autism Awareness Month in April 2017. The 
department’s fi rst order of 500 patches, which were off ered for $10 each, sold out quickly. 
The police offi  cers’ association ordered 500 more patches, and they, too, quickly sold it.

Corporal Garcia designed new patches in 2018 and 2019. He vowed to create a new 
design every year.

The 2018 patch is outlined in blue representing the Light It Up Blue Campaign for 
autism awareness.

The letters “SEAL BEACH” are multicolored, symbolizing the diversity of people on the 
autism spectrum.

A puzzle piece nestled between the words “AUTISM AWARENESS” represents the 
complexity of the disorder.

Funds raised from patch sales are donated to the Autism Partnership in Southern 
California. The nonprofi t off ers a variety of services to people on the autism spectrum, 
their families and schools.

Seal Beach patches have been sold around the country and as far away as Austria. 
The project has grown every year and has raised thousands of dollars for research and 
services.

In addition, every uniformed member of the department wears the emblem during 
April. (They wear pink patches in October.)

“It feels good to have something that we can share with the community about our 
children,” Corporal Garcia said.

The puzzle ribbon The puzzle ribbon is the symbol for autism awareness 
promoted by the Autism Society as a means of supporting awareness. The ribbon is 
represented in several ways on public safety emblems.

Origins of the puzzle ribbon go back to 1963 when it was created by Gerald Gasson, 
a parent and board member of the National Autistic Society in London, England. Gasson 
believed autistic people suff er from a “puzzling” condition and felt it was best represented 
by a puzzle.

There is also an awareness logo. It is round with a black background, white legends, 
AUTISM AWARENESS.” and inner and outer borders. The center design is a blue puzzle 
piece bordered in white. Two white stars separate the legends.

The 2018 Seal Beach, Calif. autism patch was designed by Corporal Joe 
Garcia. Multicolored letters represent the puzzle ribbon colors. The seal 
holds puzzle pieces. The legend reads “SEAL BEACH/ POLICE/ AUTISM 
AWARENESS.” A new 2019 design will debut in April. Contributed photograph

(Left) San Leandro, Calif. PD shows the autism awareness logo centered on 
a seven-point star badge and an eagle at the top. (Right) Fullerton, Calif. PD 
has the walking bear on their regular patch colored in puzzle ribbon colors. San 
Leandro hosts an annual awareness day. Contributed photograph

(Top to bottom) New Rochelle, N.Y. was one of the fi rst East Coast agencies 
to adopt an autism patch. Philadelphia PD has a patch, but it is not worn by 
all uniformed offi  cers. Mountain Brook, Ala. changed the background colors. 
Duxbury, Mass. has an outreach unit. Contributed photograph
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Project gaining momentum Although it pales in comparison to the breast 
cancer awareness project, the Autism Patch Project has gained momentum every year 
since 2017.

It is heavily promoted by The Emblem Authority in Asheville, N.C. which makes the 
Pink Patch Project emblems worn by many agencies, and other insignia manufacturers.

Autism patches are particularly popular among California public safety agencies.
San Leandro PD hosted the West Coast’s fi rst law enforcement Autism Awareness 

Day at police headquarters last April 2, which is World Autism Day. In addition to selling 
the department’s autism patch, events included a barbecue lunch, games and prizes.

“It was a huge success and exceeded our expectations. We want it to become an 
annual event,” Chief of Police Jeff  Tudor said.

Chief Tudor pointed out that his city is home to the Regional Center of the East Bay 
which provides services to 935 autistic people in Alameda and Contra Costa Counties. It 
is one of 21 centers operated by the California Department of Developmental Services.

The department is planning another Autism Awareness Day on Tuesday, April 2. The 
2019 patch will be available at the event, he said.

Fullerton PD’s unique autism patch has the walking bear in the center design of the 
patrol offi  cer insignia colored in the puzzle ribbon colors. The patches sell for $10. There 
is also a matching keychain for $5.

Some agencies outfi t all of their uniformed personnel with the patches, while others 
allow only special duty personnel, such as crime prevention offi  cers, to wear them.

Nationwide participation increases Even though the project began in 
California, participation has increased nationwide.

New Rochelle, N.Y. was among the fi rst agencies on the East Coast to participate. In 
addition to the patches the offi  cers wear and are sold to the public, the department also 
outfi tted marked patrol cars with a large magnetic version of the patch to further heighten 
awareness.

The Philadelphia Police Department and New York Police Department have autism 
patches, but they are not worn by all uniformed offi  cers.

Mountain Brook PD is a project participant in Alabama. The emblem is shows 
the center design depicted on the regular patch, which is a grist mill powered 
by a waterwheel, with the puzzle ribbon colors as the background and “AUTISM 
AWARENESS” across the bottom.

Duxbury, Mass. PD has an Autism Outreach Team. Their insignia show the puzzle 
ribbon and the legend, “AUTISM/ OUTREACH TEAM.”

The Miami-Dade, Fla. Police Department emblem has the puzzle ribbon colors as the 
background colors.

The round autism awareness logo appears as the center design of the Town of 
Mamaroneck, N.Y. PD patch. It also appears on the Cohassett, N.Y. PD autism insignia.

In New Jersey, the Mount Olive PD autism patch is off ered with a matching keychain.
The Saint Lucie County, Fla Sheriff ’s Offi  ce has a specially-marked Autism Awareness 

patrol car. Puzzle ribbon colors and an “AUTISM AWARENESS” decal appear on the rear 
fenders.

MIKE R. BONDARENKO (2392 USH 12, Baldwin WI 54002) pcnews@baldwin-
telecom.net

(Left) The Miami-Dade, Fla. PD has an autism awareness patch off ered in 
an informative folder that has information about the disorder. (Right) Town of 
Mamaroneck, N.Y. PD used the awareness logo and puzzle ribbon colors on 
their insignia, which debuted in April 2018. Contributed photograph

Autism Patches ...Continued

(Top) Not only does the Mount Olive, N.J. Police Department has an autism 
awareness patch, but they also have a matching keychain. (Bottom) Cohassett, 
Mass. PD created an autism awareness patch in the shape of their patrol offi  cer 
insignia. It debuted in April 2018. Contributed photograph

(Top) Wichita police offi  cers wore this unique custom-designed  badge 
from 1937 to 1953. There is a great deal of Roman Empire infl uence. (Left) A 
Wichita police lieutenant wore this badge. (Right) The lieutenant’s badge was 
personalized to Lieutenant Elmer Wheeler. Pat Olvey photographs

Wyatt Earp Book Author and historian Mark Warren recently published Born to 
the Badge, a biography that chronicles the life of legendary lawman Wyatt Earp, who 
once served as marshal in Tombstone, Ariz. It follows up on Warren’s highly-acclaimed 
Earp life history, Adobe Moon. The latest volume focuses on Earp’s time in tough Kansas 
and Texas cattle towns and his friendship with dentist-turned-gunfi ghter Doc Holliday. The 
book is published by Five Star and available from booksellers.
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The Badge Beat
By Pat Olvey, Staff  Writer

CINCINNATI, O. – Many years ago, there were a number of badge makers in 
Cincinnati and northern Kentucky. Among them were the Joseph Sayre Company, Greg 
C. Wright and Sons, Kunheim, Dorst Jewelry Company and E.C. Shaw.

I found this odd once I discovered that at least two large Kansas police departments, 
Wichita and Hutchinson, wore badges that were made in Cincinnati. Why would agencies 
in Kansas choose badge manufacturers in Ohio? No one knows.

The beautiful Wichita star-shaped lieutenant badge, as well as two ornate custom-
designed Hutchinson badges in the ranks of sergeant and lieutenant, were made by 
Dorst.

Hutchinson badges were made in sterling for lower ranks and gold fi ll for higher ranks.
Something odd about Hutchinson patrolman badges was the badge numbers 

appeared in Roman numerals scratched into the number panels. I found this to be quite 
odd, but the badges are very thick, so it could be possible they were too thick to stamp 
on a number.

The former Dorst Jewelry Company location is now a vacant lot next to one of the 
newer highways in the city.

I have never been able to determine how many Wichita or Hutchinson badges were 
made in Cincinnati.

Wichita badge history The earliest Wichita police badge I have seen is an Old 
West-style shield with a cutout fi ve-point star. It has a number centered on the star. This 
badge was used from 1920 to 1936. Unfortunately, I have only seen a picture of it. I do 
not have one in my collection.

An ornate fi ve-point star was introduced in 1937 and worn until 1953. This is the 
badge that was made by Dorst in Cincinnati. I have one in the lieutenant rank that was a 

presentation piece given to Elmer Wheeler by the department
This badge style was replaced by a more traditional eagle-topped shield and hat 

badge in 1953.
In January 1983, I wrote to the department and asked for information on the 1937 and 

1953 badges. Chief Richard E. LaMunyon and Captain Harold L. Korman replied to my 
inquiry in great detail. Their response was the best explanation of the star badge that I 
could have wished for.

“The fi ve point star badge was designed by Captain Roy Ashworth and replaced the 
old badge in 1937.

“The design on the badge depicted a reproduction of a fasces (Latin for insignia of 
authority) containing an ax with the blade protruding and a staff  of rods. The instruments 
represented were used by ancient Roman lictors to meter out punishment to criminals. 
Rods were used to administer beatings to lesser off enders and the ax was used to 
decapitate more serious off enders.

“The title ‘Wichita Police’ was located in the center of the badge and if worn by either a 
detective or patrolman, a number was prominently displayed. A rank was used in lieu of a 
number on a badge that was worn by a commanding offi  cer.

“A circle at the bottom enclosed one of the scales of justice with a lightning bolt and 
arrows symbolic of the swiftness of justice. Wings fl exed out for each of the circles 
completing the emblem.

“This star remained in service until July 9, 1933 when Chief Roland Price authorized 
its removal and replaced it with the shield. Supervisor badges remained gold in color, 
while all others were silver. Badges of sergeants and above denoted rank, while those 
of detectives and patrolmen depicted their titles along with the number. Police matrons, 
laboratory and traffi  c investigator badges showed titles only.

“Most offi  cers reluctantly accepted the new badge and turned in their old stars.”
The stars are marked “Sterling” but are not hallmarked. To say these badges are rare 

is an understatement!
The 1953 eagle-topped shields have enamel panels with legends in reverse enamel. 

The custom city seal surrounded by a enamel ring with “WICHITA/ KANSAS” on it 
appears on each badge.

I have these badges in the ranks of patrolman, police offi  cer, lieutenant and detective 
(retired). I also have accompanying hat badges.

The detective retirement badge is the fi rst I have seen. I was surprised to see the 
detective rank because many agencies have abolished this rank in favor of the title of 

Pat Olvey’s collection features a variety of the Wichita police eagle-topped 
shields introduced in 1953. (Upper left to lower right) The ranks are patrolman, 
police offi  cer, lieutenant and detective (retired). Police offi  cer replaced 
patrolman. Each badge features the custom city seal. Pat Olvey photographs

These are three variations of the 1953 Wichita police badge in Pat Olvey’s 
collection. (Top) Guard comes from the City Prison. (Lower left) Clergy is 
a unique chrome (not gold-plated) shield. (Lower right) Warrant offi  cer is a 
departure from the traditional incuse lettering. Pat Olvey photographs
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investigator. I assume there are many retired Wichita badges, but they evidently haven’t 
made it out of the area.

A collection of Wichita Police Department hat badges in Pat Olvey’s 
collection. (Upper left to lower right) 1937 to 1953 lieutenant, 1937 to 1953 
patrolman, 1953 to date police offi  cer and City Prison guard. Wichita has had 
only three badge styles dating back to 1920. Pat Olvey photographs

The Badge Beat ...Continued

New Jersey collector Mike Novak brought a four-frame exhibit of patches, 
cloth badges and other insignia from the New Jersey State Police, including a 
wide variety of special units. Novak specializes in the Garden State. He was 
among exhibitors at the “Central Jersey” show. Eric Wollman photograph

Lee Mooney, Dominic Botteri and Joe Conover (left to right) were among 
leading collectors at the “Central Jersey” show in Allentown, N.J. the Sunday 
before Thanksgiving. Mooney and Botteri specialize in New Jersey, while 
Conover collects Pennsylvania and theme patches. Eric Wollman photograph

Workers Comp Enforcement The Georgia State Board of Workers 
Compensation has an Enforcement Division that works with businesses to ensure 
compliance with state workers comp laws and investigates and prosecutes fraudulent 
claims for compensation. The agency has a shoulder emblem that shows the state seal 
and the legend “Enforcement Division/ State Board/ Workers Compensation/ Police.” The 
current director is Stan Bexley.

My collection includes some interesting variations of this style:
...City Prison guard is numbered. The legend reads “GUARD/ WICHITA/ CITY 

PRISON/ (NUMBER).” The hat badge is identical to the police offi  cer style except for the 
legends “GUARD” at the top and “CITY PRISON” at the bottom.

...Clergy is unusual in that it is made of chrome. Most clergy or chaplain badges I have 
seen were gold-plated. Why did Wichita choose chrome rather than gold? Does anyone 
know?

...Warrant offi  cer does not have the usual incuse (stamped in) lettering. However, it is 
does have the custom seal. The legends read “WARRANT OFFICER/ WICHITA/ POLICE 
DEPT./ (NUMBER).”

I have shown four hat badges.
PAT OLVEY (7631 Holliston Place, Cincinnati OH 45255) polvey@gmail.net

Rare MSP Emblem One of the most diffi  cult state police and highway patrol 
emblems for collectors to obtain is the Special Response Team patch worn by the 
Minnesota State Patrol. It’s a subdued version of the state trooper patch, except 
“Special Response/ Team” replaces “Minnesota” at the top. There have been at least 
two versions, black on olive drab and maroon and gray on black. The team was formed 
in 1992 for crowed control at the State Capitol and has evolved into a fully functional 
tactical unit.

New Conservation Patch According to Marty Cassidy of ISI Services 
Corporation, there is a new conservation law enforcement patch in the South Pacifi c, 
Koror State Rangers, from the Republic of Palau. Palau is a former United States trust 
territory. Koror is is the most populated state in Palau. The colorful patch shows the state 
seal and “Ranger” in English and the native language.

Wichita, Kans. police wore a very unique multi-colored emblem that featured 
a sunfl ower as the center design. The sun fl ower is important to the state. Not 
only is it the state fl ower, but it is also an important cash crop. Sunfl owers and 
seeds are exported worldwide. Pat Olvey photograph
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New York Minute
By Eric Wollman, Senior Staff  Writer

NEW YORK CITY – Continuing my retrospective of the November “Central Jersey” 
show, which brought together many well established collectors who walked by my 
camera, I have shown two additional photographs.

Mike Novak set up four boards fi lled with New Jersey State Police and related 
agencies in a nice display.

Lee Mooney and Joe Conover joined host Dominic Botteri for the annual pre-
Thanksgiving show.

Then, as winter settled in, I fl ew down to Florida for the “Space Coast” show hosted by 
Steve Bridges. The show has been going on for quite a few years and is always a sellout. 
I got so enthused that I took a table for the fi rst time.

Former New Yorker Lewis Surrey won an award for the best badge collection.
Doug Sarubbi had a great display of badges and other law enforcement memorabilia.
I visited the American Police Hall of Fame and Museum in Titusville and ran into some 

sheriff ’s deputies doing training with bloodhound pups. 
Other interesting bits are the patches I picked up to add to my reserve and auxiliary 

collection, Huntington, W.V. Reserve Police, Lincoln Park, Mich. Reserve Police, 
Middleborough, Mass. Auxiliary Police and Sparta, Mich. Reserve Police.

The next big show will be in New Jersey on April 7.
Stay safe, warm and dry and keep reading PCNEWS.
ERIC WOLLMAN (APBA, 233 Broadway-Suite 702, New York NY 10279) 

stnonradio@yahoo.com

Lewis Surrey (left), who grew up in New York City but now lives in Southern 
California, won the “Best Badge Display” award at the “Space Coast” show in 
Titusville, Fla. on January 26. The presentation was made by longtime Florida 
collector and show host Steve Bridges (right). Eric Wollman photograph

Doug Sarubbi featured one of the largest and most impressive displays at 
the “Space Coast” show in Titusville, Fla. He featured badge and patch sets, 
headgear, historic photographs and a wide variety of old badges. Sarubbi is a 
co-host of the “Vacation Capital” show in Orlando. Eric Wollman photograph

When Eric Wollman (right) visited the American Police Hall of Fame and 
Museum in Titusville, which is near the “Space Coast” show site, he ran into 
sheriff ’s deputies undergoing training with their bloodhound pups. The dogs are 
used for tracking suspects and searches. Eric Wollman photograph

(Upper left to lower right) Huntington, W.Va. Police Reserve resembles the 
state police patch. Middleborough, Mass. Auxiliary Police shows a custom seal. 
The Michigan state seal appears on the Lincoln Park Reserve Police patch. It is 
also seen on Sparta Police Reserve. Eric Wollman photograph

Creamer Updates Display Veteran Ohio collector Mike Creamer recently 
updated his Franklin County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce emblem display, which features current and 
obsolete styles and special units. The large updated display shows 31 shoulder patches, 
cloth badges and uniform tabs. The offi  ce, which is commanded by Sheriff  Dallas 
Baldwin, is headquartered in downtown Columbus. Cramer is a second generation 
county sheriff ’s deputy.
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Cop’s Family Legacy
Found On NYPD

Sleeves For 90 Years
Peter Hewitson was a teenager in the 1920s when he 

designed an emblem for the New York Police Department 
Emergency Service Unit. The design was adopted and 
has been worn by ESU members for nearly 90 years.

By Thomas Tracy, Guest Writer

NEW YORK, N.Y. – Every time New York City Police Department Sergeant Chris 
Hewitson meets a member of the department’s Emergency Service Unit (ESU), he has a 
story to tell them.

That’s because ESU cops are wearing Hewitson’s family legacy right on their sleeves. 

His late grandfather, while still a teen, designed the patch the elite unit has been using for 
nearly 90 years.

“Every time I bump into an ESU guy, I tell them about it,” Hewitson, 47, said of 
grandfather Peter Hewitson’s enduring design, a blue truck topped with gold handrails 
modeled after a 1925 emergency vehicle.

“I am really proud of it. The more I think about it, the prouder I get.”
The history of the patch, one of the most recognizable in the NYPD, was lost until 

Hewitson made a discovery in his parents’ home about 20 years ago. He found an early 
sketch of the patch and a yellowing newspaper article about the achievement in a frame.

“I found it while I was cleaning out their basement,” Hewitson remembered. “I went 
to my mother and said, ‘Ma, what is this?’ They said they found it cleaning out my 
grandparents’ house.”

“It was all news to me and my father,” he said about the ESU patch.
The article told the tale: Peter Hewitson, a 19-year-old police buff  who in the 1920s 

befriended many high-ranking members of he NYPD, beat out several artists with his 
winning design for the Police Emergency Squad insignia in 1929.

In the 1930s, the Police Emergency Squad became the ESU, specially trained and 
equipped cops who are called in to leap out of helicopters, climb bridges and rappel 
down buildings as part of diffi  cult raids and rescues.

The emblem, Peter Hewitson proudly told the paper, “will assure the men that they will 
not be mistaken for bill collectors or furniture movers.”

The edges of the article were clipped close so nobody knows what newspaper the 
article appeared in or the exact publication date, although it’s believed to be in the spring 
of 1929.

The article mentions some scuttlebutt that Hewitson won because he was close 
friends with several city administrators and Police Commissioner Grover Whalen.

The Scotland native and amateur boxer balked at the idea.
“That’s a lot of apple sauce, just a lot of jealously,” he told the author of the article his 

grandson later found.
Chris Hewitson joined the department in 1996. He said he often dreamed of joining the 

ESU, but his career path took him in a diff erent direction. He’s currently a neighborhood 
coordination offi  cer in Midtown, where he fi elds crime concerns from residents and local 
businesses.

“It was something I always wanted to do,” he said about the ESU.
For a while, he kept a copy of his grandfather’s newspaper article in his car, in case 

anyone accused him of being full of apple sauce.
“Maybe I’ll design an NYPD patch and pass it along to the department,” he joked. 

“Keep it in the family.”
Despite his love for the department, Hewitson’s grandfather never walked the beat 

because he was about an inch below the height requirement to be a city cop. He ended 
up working for one of the fi rst distributors of Wise potato chips.

The height requirement was eliminated decades later.
Peter Hewitson’s son, also named Peter, Sergeant Chris Hewitson’s father, joined 

the NYPD in 1965 and served for 33 years. But the man who created the enduring ESU 
emblem died three years before his son entered the academy.

Now a retired NYPD lieutenant, Peter Hewitson said his father never mentioned his 
winning design.

“I knew he always wanted to be a cop,” the son said.
THOMAS TRACY (New York Daily News, 4 New York Plaza, New York NY 10004)

Used with permission of New York Daily News. Our thanks to Eric Wollman for 
forwarding it. EDITOR

New York Police Department Sergeant Chris Hewitson’s late grandfather, 
Peter Hewitson, while a teen in the 1920s, designed the Emergency Service 
Unit patch. His basic design has appeared on ESU member uniforms for nearly 
90 incredible years. NY Daily News photograph

Peter Hewitson’s original New York Police Department Emergency Service 
Unit emblem, which he designed in 1929, is shown on the left. The current ESU  
insignia is shown on the right. The Hewitson design has been used for nearly 90 
years, which is more than a lasting legacy. NY Daily News photograph

Florida Goes Pink Add the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
to the ever-growing list of law enforcement agencies that participate in the Pink Patch 
Project. According to collector David Pate of Tallahassee, the department rolled out the 
pink thread version of its shoulder patch last October. The emblem was sold for $10 to 
raise money for breast cancer awareness. Pate said the funds were divided between 
the Susan G. Koman Foundation and the Employee Assistance Fund of the Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation of Florida.

Michigan Loses Collector Michigan lost longtime Detroit area badge collector 
Jim Thornton when he died last November 29. Thornton had a large Detroit area badge 
collection and attended many Michigan shows throughout the years. He had been in ill 
health for some time, according to fellow Michigan collector George Toy, who attended 
his funeral.

Fake Bullet Holes The popular Facebook page, “Vintage Police Everything,” has 
banned photographs of collector-built law enforcement vehicle reproductions with fake 
bullet holes in them. Mike Shepard, who runs the site, said, “There is nothing ‘funny’ or 
‘cool’ about fake bullet holes on police cars. Anyone who thinks they have any place 
on a rebuilt police car has clearly never experienced fi rst hand the devastation of being 
involved in a gun fi ght or the serious injury of death of an offi  cer related to a shooting.” 
Plastic fake bullet holes are sold online or at novelty stores.
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The Importance Of
Researching Your

Badges And Patches
It’s one thing to obtain old badges and patches. It’s 

another to document their use, either by departments 
or individual offi  cers. Veteran railroad insignia collector 
Chip Greiner stresses the importance of this research, 
which he learned during the evolution of his hobby career 
beginning in the early 1970s.

By Chip Greiner, Guest Writer

BOGOTA, N.J. – I can still remember one of my fi rst badge trades all the way back 
to 1973 with the now deceased collector Bob Cicala. He was a good friend, fellow New 
Jersey cop and helped me get started in badge collecting.

I had only been collecting police badges for about a year, and I think my collection 
at the time was around 26 badges. Badges were harder to come by back then as there 
were not many collectors, so if you wanted something, you had to trade for it.

I had picked up an old New York City Police Department  hostler badge hallmarked 
“S.A. French, NY.” It was a beautiful custom die badge, but I had little interest in it. I 
bought it at the Paramus, N.J. Military and Arms Collectors Show for $50. That was a lot 
of money for a badge back then!

Anyway, I showed it to Cicala, and he off ered me a current custom die Teterboro 
Police patrolman badge from his department. I liked current issues badges, so I swapped 
him for it. I was happy; he was happy, so it was a good trade.

You see, back then, I only cared about what a badge looked like. His badge had lots 
of pretty reverse enamel. My badge was dull nickel, some what ugly and what the hell is 
a hostler?!

Today, we know that an NYPD hostler badge is actually pretty rare and has lots of 
history, if you research it.

As I progressed in my badge collecting over the years, I began to enjoy early issue 
badges over current issues. Then, I started to focus on early issues. But why the 
change?

It was the historical aspect that started to appeal to me as I am sure it has to a good 
many of you. Those early fi rst issue major city badges and fi rst issue state police patches 
are rare and unique. They are also more valuable for the most part than most current 

issues, so they become an investment.
So, now you have an early fi rst issue patch or badge, what do you do with it? Do you 

put it in a display or lock it away in a bank safety deposit box without further thought? Or, 
do you research your treasure to fi nd any and all documentation to add to its provenance 
and increase its value? Researching early badges and patches is a great way to further 
our interest in our hobby.

I collect early issue railroad police presentation badges and have found a treasure 
trove of history and documentation by doing research. I fi nd the hunt for the history of a 

Chip Greiner obtained a personalized badge that was once worn by J.H. 
Burnett when he served as the chief special agent for the Rock Island Lines 
Railroad. He was able to document the badge and Burnett’s career to the extent 
that he wrote a feature about him. Chip Greiner photograph

After Chip Greiner obtained J.H. Burnett’s chief special agent badge, the 
veteran railroad police collector searched for and obtained other outstanding 
items from his career, including a photograph, another badge (when he served 
as a captain) and his personal weapon. Chip Greiner photograph

It takes a lot of work to obtain matching (or almost matching) offi  cer breast 
and hat badge sets, but Chip Greiner was able to put together this railroad 
police collection. The collector said his eff ort has been well worth it. (Badges are 
slightly out of focus to avoid reproductions.) Chip Greiner photograph
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badge just as much fun as acquiring it.
But, where to look? I have found Web sites such as Newspapers.Com and Ancestry.

Com fabulous research tools.
Other tools include department yearbooks, magazines, yearly census reports, early 

directories and early photographs. If your badge is local, the local library might be able to 
help.

There is plenty of information available to those who collect early federal, state and 
city badges and patches.

For those of us who collect railroad police, fi sh and game and liquor enforcement, the 
hunt is a bit harder but worth the eff ort.

In my case I tripped over an old police department photo of the Central Railroad 
Company of New Jersey that was off ered on eBay. It was their fi rst department photo, 
and they were all in uniform.

Through the photo, I was able to date and fi nally establish dates of use of a badge 
style. I actually believed the dates of use were later and believed the badge was a 
second issue. The picture proved it was indeed the fi rst issue. Mystery solved!

Today, with Web sites like Jim Casey’s PoliceGuide.Com, my RailroadPolice Badges.
Com and Facebook badge and patch information groups run by Don Karas and others, 
the fl ow of historical information is at our fi ngertips.

Winter is a great time to begin the journey of connecting this historical information with 
your collectibles.

CHIP GREINER (PO Box 125, Bogota NJ 07603-1222)

Chip Greiner ...Continued

The Badge Beat
By Pat Olvey, Staff  Writer

CINCINNATI, O. – The Hutchinson, Kan. Police Department was created in August 
1872 when J.R. Lindsey was appointed as the fi rst city marshal.

The department’s history was extensively researched by Sergeant Roger Conlon, who 
served from 1948 to 2001. His work appears on the Internet as “History of the Hutchinson 
Police Department.”

Hutchinson is the largest city in Reno County in south central Kansas. It is also the 
county seat. The population is about 42,000.

The city is home to the Kansas State Fair, Kansas Cosmosphere and Space Center, 
Strataca (formerly known as the Kansas Underground Salt Museum) and the National 
Junior College Athletic Association Basketball Tournament.

“Hutch,” which is what the locals call their town, was founded in 1871 when United 
States Indian Agent Clinton Hutchinson contracted with the Santa Fe Railway to create a 
town at the railroad’s crossing over the Arkansas River.

Marshal Lindsey was appointed when the city incorporated in August 1872.

The Reno County Jail opened in July 1873. The city had its own jail until 1971.
The fi rst saloon license was issued in 1879 and it prompted Mayor A.K. Burrell to hire 

the fi rst police offi  cer, Joe Crist, to work nights and give the city 24-hour police protection.
In 1893, the police station moved from a one-room shanty on Main Street to a two-

room building. There were four offi  cers.
The largest mass murder in Hutchinson history took place in March 1899 when a man 

killed his fi ve children by crushing their skulls with an ax and then set his house on fi re in 
an eff ort to conceal the crime. He was convicted and sentenced to life in prison.

In 1907, the Detective Bureau was born when Walter H. Dixon was promoted to 
detective. Dixon was appointed as the fi rst chief of police later that year.

The Traffi  c Bureau was created in June 1914 and motorcycles were added to the 
department fl eet.

The fi rst city offi  cer killed in the line of duty was Patrolman Lester Huston in February 
1924. He had arrested a Wichita man and placed him in the sidecar of his police 
motorcycle when the man pulled out a handgun and shot the offi  cer.

Only fi ve months later, Offi  cer Reason Sherman Monroe responded to a domestic 
disturbance during which a man had pistol-whipped his wife. When the offi  cer arrived, the 
man opened fi re and shot the offi  cer nine times. Offi  cer Monroe died the next day.

Hutchinson police dealt with two major disasters in two years, 1927 and 1929.
In 1927, a fi re destroyed the east side of the city. Twelve people were killed and 

479 injured. Two hundred twenty-seven homes and businesses were destroyed. Police 
received help from all over Kansas. Emergency vehicles lined up for more than three 
miles.

These are early Hutchinson, Kan. Police Department badges in the ranks of 
sergeant and lieutenant. Both are total custom die eagle-topped arrowheads 
with laurel borders and custom panels. The custom city seal appears as the 
center design. It features a fi ctitious bird, a salthawk. Pat Olvey photographs

(Left) This detective badge was introduced in 1907. It is an eagle-topped 
circlet with the city seal as the center design. It is unnumbered. (Right) A more 
modern eagle-topped shield in the rank of sergeant. Sergeants took over 
investigations and the rank of detective was abolished. Pat Olvey photographs

(Left) C.H. Broadus was a Hutchinson police offi  cer who retired and received 
this personalized gold badge, an eagle-topped circlet. (Right) An auxiliary police 
lieutenant badge from Hutchinson. Pat Olvey has been unable to determine 
when the auxiliary police was created. Pat Olvey photographs
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businesses were destroyed. Floodwaters backed up along the Rock Island Railroad 
tracks downtown and residents threatened to blow them up. Finally, the railroad relented 
and dug a channel to drain the city.

By 1933, the department had 33 offi  cers and twelve vehicles.
One-way radios were installed in patrol cars in 1934 and allowed the station to 

dispatch offi  cers to calls for service.
The department created a reserve unit in 1940.
In 1942, Vice President Harry Truman traveled to the city to participate in the opening 

of the Hutchinson Naval Air Station. City police provided security. The station closed in 
1958.

In 1960, police were on high alert when three Democratic presidential candidates, 
Lyndon B. Johnson, John F. Kennedy and Hubert Humphrey, all campaigned in the city 
on the same day.

Also in 1960. Perry Smith and Richard Hickok, slayers of the Herbert Clutter family in 
Holcomb, Kan., were jailed in the city for security while awaiting trial. The murders were 
immortalized by Truman Capote in his book, In Cold Blood.

In 1971, the new $1 million joint Hutchinson Police and Reno County Sheriff  Law 
Enforcement Center opened. It connects with the courthouse and houses the police, 
sheriff , county attorney, city prosecutor, municipal court and the county jail.

Finally, the city made national news in January 2001 when natural gas leaks caused 
explosions downtown and on the east side of town. Two people were killed. It is 
believed the gas escaped from an underground storage fi eld. Emergency services from 
throughout the state responded. It took more than a month for wells to be dug around the 
city to release the gas.

Unfortunately, Sergeant Conlon did not include insignia or uniforms in his otherwise 
comprehensive department history. I corresponded with the department for more than 
two years to obtain as much insignia information as I could for this article, which I fi rst 
published in 2006.

My fi rst two Hutchinson badges are beautiful, custom-designed eagle-topped 
arrowhead shapes in the ranks of sergeant and lieutenant. The badges are identical 
except for the rank panels at the top. The center design is the city seal. Both badges 
were made by the Dorst Jewelry Company in Cincinnati, O.

The bird shown on the seal is a salthawk indicative of Hutchinson being the Salt City 
because of the numerous salt mines beneath the city. The fi ctitious bird is the local sports 
team mascot and was probably derived from the Kansas jayhawk.

I have shown an eagle-topped circlet that was carried by a detective in 1907, as well 
as an eagle-topped shield in the rank of sergeant. Sergeants took over the detective 
rank.

There are old badges for an auxiliary police lieutenant and a retired police offi  cer. Both 
are eagle-topped circlets.

While the police reserve unit was created in 1940, I have been unable to determine 
when the auxiliary police were created or whether it was a separate unit or the reserve 
unit was simply renamed the auxiliary police. No one seems to know.

It is obvious from the diff erences in the city seals and badges that Hutchinson has had 
numerous badge manufacturers over the years.

I have shown the cloth badge, coat patch and shirt patch styles that were worn in 
2005 when this information was compiled.

PAT OLVEY (7631 Holliston Place, Cincinnati OH 45255) polvey@gmail.net

(Top) This is the Hutchinson PD cloth badge. It’s an eagle-topped shield on 
an oblong background. (Left) The department’s coat patch shows the mythical 
salthawk as the center design. (Right) The shirt patch has a wheat stalk at the 
bottom. Kansas is a major wheat producer. Pat Olvey photographs

Walsh Shares
Interesting Historic

Badge Stories
Rick Walsh, a longtime Wyoming badge collector, 

enjoys researching badge history. Recently, he came 
across a couple great stories from the Topeka, Kan. 
Marshal’s Offi  ce and the Washington, D.C. Police 
Department from the nineteenth century. One is about an 
offi  cer wearing a deceased offi  cer’s badge.

By J.R. “Rick” Walsh, Guest Writer

CHEYENNE, Wyo. – I am still collecting Wyoming badges. I have been since 1974. 
Boy, am I old!

While researching, I found an article about the Topeka, Kan. Marshal’s Offi  ce getting 
new badges in 1898, including a nice marshal’s suspension badge.

I also found a story about a Washington, D.C. patrolman’s reaction to a song that had 
been written about another offi  cer who had been killed on duty. What makes the story 
interesting is that the offi  cer was wearing the deceased offi  cer’s badge when he heard it!

The Kansas story comes from the August 1, 1898 edition of The Topeka State Journal:
“The police have received their new badges. They are in the form of a shield and are 

of neat design. Chief Strauss’ badge is a gold-plated shield hanging from a pennant. On 
the pennant is ‘1898,’ and on the shield, ‘City Marshal Topeka.’ Owen’s and Donovan’s 
shields are similar, indicating their positions as assistant marshals or in reality sergeants.”

The Washington story appeared under the headline, “Sarg. Crippens Death Song,” 
and sub-headline “Policeman Robertson Had Reason to Feel Queer When He Heard the 
Negroes,” in The Washington Times on March 26, 1895:

“Policemen Marshall and Robertson, of the Fourth Precinct, were attracted to a house 
in the alley between Eighth and Ninth, D and E Streets southwest, last night by sounds of 
revelry proceeding from the one occupied by Mrs. Gilbert, colored.

“The aff air was a genuine old time Southern cake walk, and the participants were 
dressed in the height of colored fashion, and made the night air quiver with their merry 
songs and shouts.

“Just as the offi  cers were leaving the alley, some of the young colored men 
commenced to sing the song composed about Policeman Crippen, who was shot and 
killed over a saloon in Hell’s Bottom, several years ago by a Negro tough he was trying to 
arrest. The song is entitled, ‘How Crippen Died,’ and was composed by a colored man.

“‘It made me feel rather queer to hear that song.’ said Policeman Robertson, ‘for I am 
wearing the badge poor Crippen had on when he was killed.’”

I thought you would like to read the articles.
J.R. “RICK” WALSH (2614 Van Lennen, Cheyenne WY 82001)

Mayville Changes Styles Mayville, Wis. PD adopted a new shoulder emblem 
design in November 2018, only the second style change in 16 years. It is a white, gold 
and blue CHP shape. The center design shows a portrayal of the downtown clock tower 
and surrounding buildings at night.  It replaced a large rounded rectangle that featured 
the agency’s badge. Mayville is located along the Rock River and the Horicon Marsh in 
Dodge County
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WANTED
Motor Carrier Enforcement 

Patches and Cloth Badges

Older the Better
Top Prices Paid

Mike R. Bondarenko
2392 USH 12

Baldwin  WI 54002

mikerbondarenko@baldwin-telecom.net

AMAZING  BADGECOLLECTOR.BLOGSPOT.COM off ers pictures and stories regarding Police Memorabilia. 
Focus is N.J. The read is free, however if you have N.J. items for sale/trade contact: DENNIS BEYER,  denb22@
gmail.com   (69)

COLLECTING PATCHES, PINS, BADGES, ETC. from/pertaining to the U.S. Federal Protec  ve Service (FPS, 
FPSD, and FPSP), U.S. General Services Administra  on (GSA) and Dartmouth, Massachuse  s Police. Will buy 
or trade. Contact RICH PONTES at 8 Cedar Crest Road, Dartmouth, MA 02747 or tyall@comcast.net, web page:  
h  ps://www.fl ickr.com/photos/126226324@N08/sets/ (78)

ENGLISH AND FOREIGN PATCHES FOR SALE:  Items from many countries. I’m reducing my collec  on. Let me 
know what you are looking for. email linda.nixon1@ntlworld.com or write to: MALC NIXON,  10A Victoria Road, 
Pinxton, No  s. NG16 6LR England. (72)

FEDERAL COLLECTORS, My patch collec  on is up for sale on my website, www.raymondsherrard.com.  Click 
on the Patch Auc  on link and scroll down to the images. I’m seeking obsolete federal badges, creden  als, 
photos, research material.  Will buy or trade for them. RAY SHERRARD, rhsenterprises@earthlink.net.  Phone: 
(714) 840 4388. (78)

FOR SALE: Exact copies of 1912 C.G. Braxmar Co. catalog of fi re and police department badges with 103 
illustrated pages of badge examples. Great reference, printed on same stock as original rare examples,  can’t 
tell from originals. $40.00 each, postage paid. Check to: EMILY KALINOWSKI, 3036 Union St., Rocklin CA 95677,  
(916) 622-9710.  (69)

FOR SALE: Southeastern Conference (SEC) Police patch collec  on. 70 patches – All 14 schools: Alabama-2, 
Arkansas-5, Auburn-7, Florida-4, Georgia-8, Kentucky-6, LSU-5, Mississippi-8, Miss. State-1, South Carolina-6, 
Tennessee-2, Vanderbilt-7, Texas A&M-3, Missouri-2, plus former members Georgia Tech-2 and Tulane-2. Sell-
ing collec  on for $150.00. RANDALL STEWART, randallwstewart@bellsouth.net  (70)

I COLLECT WWII U.S. MILITARY PURPLE HEART MEDALS, engraved on reverse to the recipient only. Also en-
graved U.S. Valor medals, silver star, bronze star, dis  nguished service crosses, etc. Top cash off ers. Send photos 
to my email or call ED at (916) 622-9710 or text. Also WWII German Militaria wanted.  (71)

LOOKING TO BUY ANYTHING From Na  onal G+eospa  al Intelligence Agency:   NGA, Na  onal Naval Medical 
Center – NNMC – Bethesda, Na  onal Ins  tutes of Health – NIH, Na  onal Imagery and Mapping Agency – NIMA, 
David Taylor Model Basin – DOD Police, and badge marked DTMB with Department of Defense center seal. KEN 
MARSHALL, hkusp45@comcast.net, phone: (412) 554-2227  (69)

LOOKING TO BUY ANYTHING From Na  onal Geospa  al Intelligence Agency:   NGA, Na  onal Naval Medical 
Center – NNMC – Bethesda, Na  onal Ins  tutes of Health – NIH, Na  onal Imagery and Mapping Agency – NIMA, 
David Taylor Model Basin – DOD Police, and badge marked DTMB with Department of Defense center seal. KEN 
MARSHALL, hkusp45@comcast.net, phone: (412) 554-2227  (70)

RAILROAD POLICE BADGES WANTED Collector seeks any 10K, 14K and 18K gold Presenta  on or sterling 
silver engraved Railroad Police badges, any Chicago area Railroad Police “pie plate” stars and all pre 1950 
Railroad Police badges.  Also looking for any early Railroad Police Department photographs, Railroad Police 
“Offi  ce” signs, early ID cards and Police Commissions and Railroad marked fi rearms.  CHIP GREINER, P.O. Box 
125, Bogota, NJ 07603 (201) 390-7372 rrbadges@aol.com,  www.railroadpolicebadges.com  

RAILROAD POLICE BADGES WANTED Collector seeks any 10K, 14K and 18K gold Presenta  on or sterling 
silver engraved Railroad Police badges, any Chicago area Railroad Police “pie plate” stars and all pre 1950 
Railroad Police badges.  Also looking for any early Railroad Police Department photographs, Railroad Police 
“Offi  ce” signs, early ID cards and Police Commissions and Railroad marked fi rearms.  CHIP GREINER, P.O. Box 
125, Bogota, NJ 07603 (201) 390-7372 rrbadges@aol.com,  www.railroadpolicebadges.com  

RAILROAD POLICE BADGES WANTED for private collec  on. I’m especially looking for Penn Central / PRR / 
NY Central / New Haven / Reading / Lehigh Valley and other eastern roads. GARY FARMER (717) 426-4409 or 
pharmer15@embarqmail.com   (73)

WANTED TO BUY: Badges, police, sheriff , marshal, railroad, federal, and prison, from any state but west 
coast preferred. Missing pins, catches okay. Top cash paid. ED or EMILY, (916) 622-9710 or (916) 300-8045  
(69)

WANTED:  Boy Scout memorabilia of all types:  Patches, Pins, Medals, Handbooks Pre-1936.  CHRIS JENSEN, 
PO Box 1841, Easley, SC 29641, email CJENSEN@STREAMWOOD.NET   (72) 

WANTED:  I collect Police Explorer (Boy Scout) metal badges or embroidered patches.  Send picture of items 
that you have for sale to:  CHRIS JENSEN , PO Box 1841, Easley, SC 29641, email  CJENSEN@STREAMWOOD.
NET   (72)

WANTED:  I collect South Carolina police metal badges and embroidered patches.  Send picture of items 
that you have for sale to: CHRIS JENSEN, PO Box 1841, Easley, SC 29641, email  CJENSEN@STREAMWOOD.NET  
(72)

WANTED:  U.S. Border Patrol badges. Chief Patrol Inspector, Inspector, Patrol Inspector and all ranks. Also 
want Border Patrol porcelain signs and fi rearms. I am s  ll collec  ng U.S. Marshal, Las Vegas and old Hawaii 
badges. BOB BLOM,  (609) 567-1001, email: bobblom13@gmail.com

WANTED: ABC Commission, Liquor Enforcement and Tobacco Enforcement patches, pins, coins and badges 
from any U.S. state or county. (No U.S. Federal) Also looking for select South Carolina agencies. JEREMY BENJA-
MIN, jdbenja@yahoo.com,  www:abcpatchcollector.weebly.com  (71)

WANTED: Anything from the Maryland Na  onal Capital Park Police, Maryland Na  onal Capital Park and 
Planning Commission, M.N.C.P., M.N.C.P.P., M.N.C.P.P.C., and Maryland Park Police. Also Fairfax County Police, 
Virginia  badges:  K9,   Chaplin, SWAT,  Assistant Chief, and Maryland Department of Natural Resources Police, 
Maryland D.N.R. Police. KEN MARSHALL, hkusp45@comcast.net, phone: (412) 554-2227   (69

WANTED: Arlington, Texas PD breast and cap badges. Old issue, current issue, Milennium, Super Bowl, 
World Series and Na  onal Championship badges. Please send an email with a picture of badge you are willing 
to sell and the asking price to gilrod1303@yahoo.com  GILBERT A. RODRIGUEZ  (210) 336-3290.  (69)

WANTED: New Jersey badges from the following towns: Mantoloking, Bergenfi eld, Matawan, Green Brook, 
Berkeley Heights, Edison, Metuchen and New Jersey State Patrol. I also collect Lehigh Valley Railroad Police 
items. Email DAN at jasperdan26@optonline.net  (68) 

WANTED: Old Ohio badges and patches. Collector appreciates old badges and patches, does it as a hobby 
and is not a dealer, just an old fashioned collector. PAT OLVEY, 7631 Holliston Pl., Cincinna   OH 45255, Email: 
polvey@fuse.net (TFN)

WANTED: Police and Sheriff ’s badges from Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Nevada, Washington, and Wyoming. 
Also Fish and Wildlife badges from any jurisdic  ons. Send photos front and back to my phone or my email: 
militarycollector7711@gmail.com or call DEAN, (509) 939-1296.  (73)

WANTED-New Jersey badges from the following towns: Mantoloking, Bergenfi eld, Matawan, Green Brook, 
Berkeley Heights, Edison, Metuchen and New Jersey State Police. I also collect Lehigh Valley Railroad Police 
items.  Email:  DAN at:  (732) 887-7277 or email: jasperdan26@optonline.net  (74)
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2019 HONOR OUR FALLEN 
POLICE MEMORABILIA SHOW   

 
SPONSORED BY ILEETA  

AND  
THE NRA LAW ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES DIVISION 

 

SATURDAY, MARCH 23, 2019 

SET UP AT 8AM 

DOORS OPEN AT 9AM 

ST. LOUIS UNION STATION DOUBLETREE HOTEL 

1820 MARKET STREET 

ST. LOUIS, MO 63103 
ALL PROCEEDS WILL BE DONATED TO  

CONCERNS OF POLICE SURVIVORS 

For additional information or table reservations contact Tom Engelmann at

 315-569-7212 or by email at tjengelmann@cazenovia.edu. 

General Admission - $5.00 

Tables - $15.00 
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ARIZONA COLLECTION FOR SALE
 

One hundred twenty-fi ve Arizona state agency, county sheriff and city police emblems. 
Some current and many obsolete styles. Great  starter set for a new Arizona collector.

 All authentic, department issues.

SOLD AS SET ONLY $375.00  (Firm)   
Price includes shipping in USA.  

Visa, Master Card or Discover card accepted. Personal check accepted.

Mike R. Bondarenko,   2392 US Highway 12,   Baldwin, WI  54002
mikerbondarenko@baldwin-telecom.net

STATE AGENCIES  
A.D.C. Shock Incarcera  on Program
AZ Agriculture & Hor  culture  
AZ Department of Correc  ons (3 styles) 
AZ Department of Public Safety   
AZ Highway Patrol (2 styles)   
AZ Liquor Licenses and Control   
AZ State Capitol   
University of AZ (3 styles  

COUNTY AGENCIES
Apache  Sheriff  (2 styles)
Cochise Co.  (2 styles)
Coconino Co.
Gila Co.  Sheriff ’s Offi  ce
LaPaz Co.  Rabies Control
LaPaz Co.  Sheriff  (2 styles)
Maricopa Co. AZ Sheriff ’s Deten  on Offi  cer-   
(2 styles)
Maricopa Co. Deputy Sheriff 
Maricopa Co. Sheriff ’s Explorer
Maricopa Co. Range Master
Maricopa Co. Deputy Sheriff  Sun City Posse
Maricopa Co. Sheriff ’s Offi  ce Avia  on- 
Division
Maricopa Co. Sheriff ’s Offi  ce Underwater-
Search & Rescue Dive Team
Maricopa Co. Animal Control Deputy- 
Enforcement Agent
Mohave Co. Animal Control Offi  cer
Mohave Co. Correc  ons Offi  cer
Mohave Co. Sheriff 
Tombstone Marshals Dept.

Tucson – Pima Co. Hazardous Material 
Response Team
Pima Co. Correc  ons
Pima Co. Park Police
Pima Co. Sheriff  (2 styles)
Pima Co. Sheriff ’s Dept.
Pima Co. Emergency Assistance – Green-
Valley Area Ci  zen Bears
Santa Cruz Co. Sheriff ’s Dept.
Yavapai Co. Sheriff 
Yuma Co. Deputy Sheriff 
 
    
CITY AGENCIES
Bisbee Police    
Bullhead City Bomb Tech  
Camp Verde Marshal  
Casa Grande Police 
Chandler Police 
Cli  on Police  
Colorado City Marshal  
Coolidge Public Safety (3 styles) 
Co  on Wood Police (2 styles)
Edgar Police 
Eloy Police 
Florence Police (2 styles)
Fountain Hills Marshal 
Glendale Police  
Globe Police 
Glendale Park Ranger
Glendale Police
Hayden Police   
Kingsman Police
Lake Havasu City Police

Mammoth Police 
Marana Police (2 styles) 
Mesa Police (2 styles)  
Miami Police 
Nogales Police
Oro Valley Police (2 styles) 
Page Police 
Paradise Valley Marshal
Paradise Valley Police (2 styles)  
Parker Police 
Peoria Police 
Phoenix Police (2 styles) 
Phoenix Police Bomb Squad
Phoenix Police Bicycle Patrol
Phoenix Police-Fire Firebird-
Rescue Team
Quartzsite 
St. Johns Police
Sahuarita Police
Sco  sdale Police
Show Low Police Department
Sierra Vista Police
Sierra Vista Police Offi  cer
Snowfl ake – Taylor Police
South Tucson Police
Springerville Police (2 styles)
Superior Police (2 styles)
Surprise Police 
Surprise Police Offi  cer
Tempe Police (2 styles)
Thatcher Police Offi  cer
Tolleson Police
Tucson Police (2 styles)
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THE MID-ATLANTIC REGIONAL POLICE 
COLLECTORS EXTRAVAGANZA!!!
Maryland’s largest monster police patch swap meet will be held:

Saturday, April 6, 2019 
At the Elks Lodge, 6700 Kenilworth Ave., in Riverdale, MD 20737

From the New York area take Rt. 95 south, from the Virginia area take Rt. 95 
north. From either direc  on take Exit 23 (Kenilworth Ave.) southbound for 
approximately two miles to the Elks Lodge on the right.

This monster show will feature some of the fi nest collec  ons 
    from the Mid-Atlan  c area.
A trophy will be awarded for “Best Display of the Show.”
Tables are available at $23.00 each.
Admission is $5.00 each.    Women and children enter free.  
Set up  me is from 8:00 AM to 10:00 AM.
Doors will be open to the public at 10:00 AM.

For table reserva  ons send check or money orders to:
 

ANDY FERRARO
PO Box 1, Brentwood MD 20722

I can be reached at (240) 723-0507.

I want you to a  end “The Greatest Show On Earth”, 
and don’t forget to bring all of those old police items you

 have stuff ed away in your closet.  Hope to see you there!!!
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Fifth Annual
CAPITOL CITY

LAW ENFORCEMENT 
COLLECTORS SHOW

Saturday, September 7, 2019
9 AM - 1 PM

Saint Paul Police Department 
Western District Headquarters

389 North Hamline Avenue
Saint Paul, Minnesota

  Hosted by the Saint Paul Police Department
Sponsored by Saint Paul Police Historical Society and Police Collectors News

* Badges   * Emblems   * Historic Police Memorabilia * Uniforms 
* St. Paul Police Department Artifacts  * Vintage Police Cars and Equipment

This show is a fundraiser for the St. Paul Police Historical Society. 
 All proceeds go to the Society dedicated to preservation of police history.

ADMISSION FREE (Donation to Historical Society requested)
48 TABLES FREE (Donation to Historical Society requested)

* Refreshments on site  * Fast food nearby  * Free parking  * Easy load/unload  * Shopping/entertainment nearby

* Buy, Sell, Trade Law Enforcement Memorabilia (No Firearms)
Advance table reservations requested

Make table reservations with MIKE R. BONDARENKO  (715) 684-2216
mikerbondarenko@baldwin-telecom.net




