
 

 

2014 Police Collectable Show in San Luis Obispo 

By Gary Hoving 

 

The 11th Annual San Luis Obispo collectors show was deemed a success by 

attendees and table holders. A whopping 65 tables filled the auditorium with 

priceless collectables and memorabilia. While many items were available for 

purchase or trade, the quality of the displays was beyond comparison.  

Paid admission to the show was 66 with an additional 70 people serving as table 

holders, assistants and Guests. 

Selection of the exhibitor award recipients is generally a less desirable task for 

the show organizers. This year was perhaps even more challenging because of 

the rarity of the items displayed. With that said, the following exhibitors were 

awarded through one of the categories: 

Best Patch Display: Phil Colonnelli  

Best Badge Display: Mike DeVilbiss 

Best Historical Display: Stu Finkelstein 

Best Educational Display: Randy Grago 

Best of Show: Mike Bailey 

In addition, we honored the Police Historian of the year for 2013; 

Police Historian of the Year: Gary Teragawa 

Our gratitude is extended to Sheriff Ian Parkinson who took time out of his day 

and served as the award presenter. Sheriff Parkinson is a tremendous supporter 

of history and is a true leader in the community. Also of note was the appearance 

of Mark Hall-Patton (Pawn Stars) and Sheriff Bill Brown from Santa Barbara 

County. 

 

 



In this issue…. 

 2014 Police Collectables Show   ………………..……..….………1 
 

 Pictures from the 2014 Show ……..…..…………..…..…………..3 
 

 “Dead Eye Annie” by John Basalto   ..……………..…....………5 
 

 Have you seen this? ….………….…….…….…..…..…….............8 
 

 “Murder & Mayhem in the Napa Valley”………………………….8 
 

 Upcoming Events………………..…..…….……..………...……..…9 
 

 “A Rookie Cop” ….………………….………….….…….………….10 
 

 Donations ………………..……………..………………….…………11 
 

 “Some Gave All” …...…………..…….……….………..………......12 
 

 Annual Meeting Minutes..….……………...……..….…..…………13 
 

 New Arcadia Book The San Jose P.D...…..……...…..………….17 
 

 New Donate Button / Sponsors..….……….....……….………….18 
 

 CLEHS………………………….…..………..………….……….........19 

    



Pictures from the 2014 Show

The Martin Milner Family &  

“Adam-12” Producer Tom Williams. 

 

The Martin Milner Collection



“Pawn Stars” Badge guru Mark Hall Patton’s Table 

A very successful show! 



 

“Dead Eye Annie:” San Joaquin County’s 

 First Woman Deputy Sheriff                                                            

 

By John Basalto 

 

 

 

 

“I toted a .45 Bisley single-action revolver and was pretty good with it,” 

was how Annie Reynolds once put it to a newspaper reporter, referring to 

her days as a deputy sheriff.  “Never shot anybody, but once I had to cut 

loose at a bunkhouse ceiling when (railroad) section hands wouldn’t quit 

brawling.”   

 

Born Annie Delaney on March 9, 1884, Annie led an adventurous life even 

before she was appointed San Joaquin County’s first woman deputy sheriff.  

She was born in French Camp, San Joaquin County’s oldest settlement, to a 

pioneer family. A tomboy, Annie grew up in a time when people were much 

more self-reliant.  An excellent equestrienne, she had her own riding ponies 

from a young age.   

 

Annie once told of a time in 1890, when at six-years old she and her little 

brother were driving the family buckboard from French Camp to Stockton (a 

distance of about six miles) and were witnesses to a stage robbery.  A 

masked gunman sprang from the brush along the side of the road, shouting, 

“Stand and deliver” to the driver. The bandit then proceeded to relieve the 

passengers of their money and valuables.  Terrified, Annie and her brother 

hid in the tall grass and watched the gunman run across a field and take 

refuge in a nearby barn.  When she was sure it was safe, Annie climbed 

back in the buckboard with her brother and continued on into Stockton, to 

find Sheriff Tom Cunningham and report the holdup.    

 



 

“Dead Eye Annie:” … continued 

 

 

On another occasion while Annie was still a young girl she witnessed 

another roadside robbery, this time with tragic consequences.  Annie was 

walking home that day on the road between Stockton and French Camp 

when she heard gunshots.  A local man named Ira Saunders had been 

driving along French Camp Turnpike Road with his wife and nine-month-old 

son when they were accosted by a gunman.  The road agent fired twice as 

Saunders was attempting to get off of his wagon, and he fell mortally 

wounded.  His wife leaped to the ground to aid him and the frightened 

horses panicked and bolted away, carrying the infant with them.  A man 

who was in the area heard the thundering hooves and was able to grab the 

reins and bring the runaway horses under control.  “The baby had ridden 

out the wild ride,” Annie recalled.  “I see him often.  He is Dr. F.H. Saunders 

of Stockton.”  Unfortunately, Ira Saunders, shot twice in the groin during 

the robbery attempt, died after lingering for five months. 

 

As a young lady Annie enjoyed the social life in her home town.  “French 

Camp was a favorite stopping place for Miller and Lux cowboys when they 

rounded up West Side cattle and trailed them to the Stockton stockyard.  

The French Camp girls knew when the cowboys were coming.  Most of the 

fellows were from neighboring ranches and generally there were 

harmonicas, guitars, and violins in the outfits.  The girls would bake cakes 

and make picnic lunches and we would sit around the campfire under the 

oaks and sing and dance and eat.” 

 

 



 

“Dead Eye Annie:” … Continued 

 

Annie married William Reynolds in 1905, and they settled in a 13-room 

house on Elm Street in French Camp.  The house served as a stage station 

and boarding house, and one corner of the home served as the town’s post 

office, with Annie as the postmaster.  The structure burned to the ground 

on May 13, 1933, and many local records, mementos and artifacts of area 

Indians and settlers were destroyed in the process. 

 

Without fanfare, Annie was sworn-in as San Joaquin County’s first woman 

deputy sheriff by Sheriff William Riecks on January 21, 1927.  At that time 

Sheriff Riecks had a number of full-time deputies stationed out of the 

courthouse in Stockton.  As was common at the time, Riecks and other 

sheriffs employed what were known as resident deputies, similar to a 

modern-day reserve force.  The resident deputies were responsible to 

handle whatever police problems arose in their area, and Annie was one of 

these resident deputies.            

  

Prohibition was in force at the time Annie became a deputy and she spoke 

of an occasion when she came across a still.  “I caught a couple of 

bootleggers operating a ‘blind tiger’ just up the street a ways.  I kept them 

covered until deputies came from Stockton.  We seized a lot of moonshine, 

a Winchester and a revolver.” 

 

Annie served as a deputy until Sheriff Riecks left office in 1931.  Late in her 

life, while she was living in a convalescent hospital, she received a visit 

from then-Sheriff Michael N. Canlis, who presented her with updated deputy 

credentials.  She died six-weeks later, on August 31, 1971, at the age of 

eighty-seven.   

   



 

Have You Seen this license Plate? 

 

Your Editor was recently presented with what appears to be an old 

California law enforcement license plate.  Can any of our members confirm 

its authenticity and provide a date when it would have been used. If you do, 

please contact the Editor at spdhistory@aol.com .

New Book:  Murder & Mayhem in the Napa Valley 

 By Todd Shulman 

The Napa Valley contains beautiful vineyards, 

wineries, and spas and is a prime tourist destination. 

But its sordid past comes alive in a new book that 

describes some of the most horrendous crimes in 

county history. The book is signed by the author, 

President of the Napa Police Historical Society, and 

each book is autographed by him. To order your copy, 

go to the Napa Police Historical Society 

 

mailto:spdhistory@aol.com
http://www.napapolicehistory.com/


 

Upcoming Events 
 

October 4, 2014 
 

Northern California Law Enforcement Collectors Show & Ripon Police/Emergency  

Vehicle Show & Recruitment Fair 

 

Ripon Community Center 

334 W. 4th Street 

Ripon, CA 

 

9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

 

Tables $25 each, $10 for display tables 

 

Hosts Mike Lynch and Brian Smith 

 

Web: Cal Badge Shows 

  

Email: Mike Lynch 

 

July 11, 2015 

 

California Law Enforcement Historical Society Police Memorabilia Collector’s Show 

 

San Luis Obispo Veteran’s Memorial Hall 

801 Grand Avenue 

San Luis Obispo, CA 

 

9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

 

Tables $40.00 each, $35.00 for members 

 

Host Gary Hoving 

Web:  Cal Police History 

Email:  Gary Hoving 

 

 

 

http://www.calbadgeshows.com/
mailto:lynch3212@wavecable.com
http://www.calpolicehistory.com/
mailto:Calpolicehistory@aol.com


 

                         A Rookie Cop vs. The West Coast Mafia 

                                         By Tanya Chalupa and William G. Palmini, Jr.                          

 

Displaying their book at the 2104 CLEHS 

Law Enforcement Collectables Show 

were Tanya Chalupa and William 

Palmini. This true story details how a 

greenhorn detective (Palmini) set 

out to bring down organized crime in 

California and Nevada. Using 

informants and the FBI this true story 

details Palmini’s        investigations 

though a backdrop of free love, drugs, 

robbery and murder. 

William Palmini is currently Chief of 

the Department of Public Safety at UC 

Hasting College of the Law in San 

Francisco. This book is available            

in hardcover or as a Kindle eBook; it 

may also purchased through Amazon or 

your local book store. 

 

 

 



Donations 

                      By Gary L. Hoving, President 

The two northern California collector shows are hosted by Mike Lynch and 

Brian Smith.  Their dedication in keeping the hobby alive is unquestionable 

and greatly appreciated.  What is even more impressive is their continuing 

support for the California Law Enforcement Historical Society.  The untold 

story is that a portion of the proceeds from each show has been donated to 

the CLEHS without fanfare.   

Upon review of their show account, Mike and Brian felt their cash reserves 

were excessive and needed to be distributed to law enforcement related 

organizations.  Consequently the California Law Enforcement Historical 

Society received a donation of $2,000 from the Northern California 

Collectors Show coordinators.   

Such a sizable donation is very impressive especially considering the 

relatively slim margin of profit and the amount of work involved in hosting 

the event.  

There are other donors who quietly appear and present the CLEHS with 

financial support which is also appreciated.  Mark Siemens is one of those 

who makes an annual contribution to ensure our survivability. 

To all donors I extend our appreciation and thanks on behalf of the entire 

Society.  Specifically noted for their generosity is Mike Lynch, Brian Smith 

and Mark Siemens. 

Donations are accepted anytime from our members and supporters.  We 

encourage you to provide support whenever possible to keep our museum 

and operations moving forward in a professional manner.  

 



 Some Gave All       by J.R. Sanders 

  

This fine work details the careers of 

fourteen Western “Law Dogs” who gave 

their lives in the line of duty. Saved from 

obscurity by author Sanders, these Officers 

finally get deserved recognition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Many thanks to Mr. Sanders for displaying his book at our 2014 

Collector’s Show, “Some Gave All is available for $19.95 by contacting  

orders@moonlightmesaassociates.com 



California Law Enforcement Historical Society  

Annual Meeting Minutes, July 11, 2014 

 
 
 

Call to Order at 5:00 pm in San Luis Obispo, California, by President Gary 

Hoving. 

 

Roll Call of Board Members: Gary Hoving, Brian Smith, Bradley Steele, Don 

Williams, Mike DeVilbiss, Russ Snow, and Ray Sherrard,  

 

Roll Call of attendees: Gary Teragawa, Phil Jordan, Tod Ruse, Dennis Shell, 

and Mike Bailey. 

 

Meeting Minutes of the July 13, 2013 annual meeting minutes, email 

format, were distributed and reviewed. Motion to approve the minutes was 

made by Russ Snow and seconded by Mike DeVilbiss Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Financial Report was distributed and reviewed.  Brian Smith presented an 

overview of the Cash Flow report for the fiscal year July 1, 2013 to June 

30, 2014.  

 

Membership Report was distributed and reviewed.  Brian Smith presented 

an overview of the status of membership as of June 30, 2014.  The Society 

has 65 Active, five Associate, three Corporate, one youth and 33 Life 

members for a grand total of 107 members. However, a total of 14 

members have not renewed for 2014. Board Members were asked to 

contact the 14 members and encourage them to renew. If renewal is not 

received by the end of July, the 14 members will be deleted from the 

membership roster.  

 



 

 

Annual Meeting Minutes, July 11, 2014   (continued) 

 

 

 

 

Museum Report: Gary Hoving reported that it is very costly to transport the 

Society’s Museum to various events around the state. Costs include staff 

lodging, fuel, supplies and maintenance. At many sites, attendance is poor 

and donations are lacking. As a result, we will now limit the number of 

locations that the Museum is displayed. Please let Gary know if you know 

of an event or location that is appropriate for the Museum. 

 

Old Business: Gary Hoving stated that the Society’s Museum Collections 

Policy, 

previously reviewed and approved by the Board, has some minor 

inconsistencies and needs a few corrections and revisions. There is case 

right now where a member is using the name of the Society on Craig’s List 

to obtain badges. Gary wants to address this problem in the Collections 

Policy. The Board directed Gary to update the Policy and provide copies to 

the Board once completed. 

 

National Police Museum Conference: Gary Hoving attended the 2014 

National Police Museum Conference in Phoenix, AZ. The conference was 

hosted by the Phoenix Police Historical Society who did an outstanding job 

on the conference and has a very impressive museum! 

 

Gary stated that the annual conference is a great way for us to network 

with other police museum staff from across the country and learn from 

their experiences. We need to be part of this group and attend the annual 

conference. 

 

 

 



 

 

Annual Meeting Minutes, July 11, 2014   (continued) 

 

 

 

Gary Hoving, Russ Snow, Brian Smith, and Mike DeVilbiss have all attended 

prior National Conferences and Gary encouraged other Board members to 

consider attending.  

 

Oral History Program Proposal: Gary would like to purchase equipment to 

begin an Oral History Program to record the experiences of our members 

and others before their memories are lost. Gary would like to purchase 

recording equipment, camera, lights, tripod, audio device, which could be 

transported to a site to record the interview. Estimated cost of the 

equipment is $2,500. The Board approved purchase of the requested 

equipment. 

 

South (San Luis Obispo) County Historical Society: A developer offered a 

small building and lot, 50’ by 150’, in the town of Nipomo, to the South 

County Historical Society as a donation.  After consideration of the offer, 

the South County Historical Society declined the offer. Gary Hoving said 

that we would be eligible for this offer, since we are a 501 © 3 non-profit 

organization, and we certainly could utilize the building and space. Gary 

will look into the offer and report back to the Board. 

 

Trust: Ray Sherrard suggested that when a CLEHS member, or any 

collector, is doing estate planning, that they consider a bequest gift to 

Society. This gift can be all or part of a person’s collection of historic law 

enforcement items or funds. It is simple and easy to do and your gift helps 

the Society honor the history of peace officers in California. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Annual Meeting Minutes, July 11, 2014   (continued) 

 

 

 

Silver State National Police Officers Museum: Gary reported that the 

Museum located in Virginia City, NV is having funding issues and this may 

be their last year of operation.   

 

Donations: To encourage donations and make it simple and easy, Brian 

Smith said he is working on a donation button to be installed on the home 

page of our web site. In addition, this feature is also being considered for 

our Facebook page and through EBay. 

 

The California Police Historian: Newsletter editor Brad Steel stated that he 

is always looking for articles, photos, and stories for the California Police 

Historian. 

Brad said that since the CPH is now distributed by email, it allows us the 

ability to feature full color, high quality images. Brad encouraged Board 

members and all Society members to send him photos/captions of their 

most interesting badges, patches, uniforms or any memorabilia and 

member written articles on law enforcement history and collecting.  

 

Adjourned at 6:05 pm. 

 

Prepared by: 

Brian Smith 

Secretary/Treasurer 

California Law Enforcement Historical Society 

 

July 22, 2014 

 



New Arcadia Book: The San Jose Police Department 

 

The list of Arcadia Publishing histories of California law enforcement 

agencies continues to grow with a new book on the San Jose Police 

Department. The settlement began as San Jose de Guadalupe and now is 

home to over 1.0 million residents in the heart of Silicon Valley.  The book 

was written by two members of the San Jose Police Historical Society 

Jarrod Nunes and John Carr, Jr. Jarrod is also a CLEHS member  

The book is available on September 22, 2014. To order your copy, go the 

Arcadia Publishing web site Arcadia Publishing You can also purchase this 

book at the Northern California Law Enforcement Collectors Show and the 

Menlo Park Police and Ripon Police Emergency Vehicle Show and Law 

Enforcement Recruitment Fair at the Ripon Community Center on Saturday, 

October 4, 2014.   

 

 

http://www.arcadiapublishing.com/index.html


Donate Button 

 

 

The California Law Enforcement Historical Society was established in 2001 

to preserve and honor the rich history of the peace officers who have 

served within the State of California.  Our objective is to link those 

interested in preserving history to a forum for education, research, and the 

enjoyment of our past. 

 

The Historical Society is a non-profit, 501 © 3 organization, that receives no 

government support and is entirely supported by membership dues and 

cash donations. 

 

To make it easier to donate, we have added an online Donate button on our 

web site. The blue and yellow button is on the right side of each page, 

below the page listings, and allows donation in any amount through PayPal. 

It is safe and secure, to use this feature, visit our web site:  Cal Police 

History 

 

CLEHS Corporate Sponsors 

 

Hoving & Associates, Private Investigations, Arroyo Grande 

San Luis Ambulance Service, San Luis Obispo 

The Ed Jones Co., Berkeley 

 

 

http://www.calpolicehistory.com/
http://www.calpolicehistory.com/


California Law Enforcement Historical Society 

Established in 2001, the California Law Enforcement Historical Society is a 501 (c) 3, 

non-profit, public benefit, educational corporation with the sole intent of preserving the 

rich history of the peace officers who have served within the State of California. The 

objective is to link those interested in preserving a forum for education, research, and 

the enjoyment of our past. 
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