Joe Friday’s Shield

Russ Snow is privileged to hold the original wallet, shield and ID card used by
Sergeant Joe Friday in the TV series “Dragnet”.
Joe’s badge, along with his partner Bill Gannon’s shield, are part of the numerous
historic artifacts and displays at Los Angeles Police Museum, located in the
restored
Highland Park Station, 6045 York Blvd, Los Angeles. For more
information about the Museum, call toll-free 1-877-714-LAPD or visit their website:
www.lapolicemuseum.org
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Morgan Earp Honored

By Gary Hoving

The City of Colton, California, celebrated 125 years of incorporation
last year. To commemorate the milestone, the department issued a
unique badge with an “old West” flair in the form of a circle with a five
point star. However the most unique feature of the badge is the
likeness of Virgil Earp.
Virgil Earp was appointed as the first City Marshal for Colton upon
incorporation on July 11, 1887. Virgil is best known for his role in the
shootout at the O.K. Corral.
The Gunfight at the O.K. Corral took place at about 3:00 P.M. on
Wednesday, October 26, 1881, in Tombstone, Arizona Territory, and is
generally regarded as the most famous gunfight in the history of the
American Old West.

The gunfight, believed to have lasted only about thirty seconds, was
fought between the outlaw Cowboys Billy Clanton, Tom McLaury and
his brother Frank McLaury, and the opposing lawmen Virgil Earp and
his brothers Morgan and Wyatt Earp, aided by Doc Holliday acting as a
temporary deputy of Virgil. Cowboys Ike Clanton and Billy Claiborne
ran from the fight unharmed, but Ike's brother Billy Clanton was killed,
along with both McLaurys. Lawmen Doc Holliday, Morgan and Virgil
Earp were wounded. Only Wyatt Earp came through the fight
unharmed. The fight has come to represent a time in American history
when the frontier was open range for outlaws opposed by law
enforcement that was spread thin over vast territories, leaving some
areas unprotected.
Despite its name, the gunfight actually occurred in a narrow lot six
doors west of the rear entrance to the O.K. Corral on Fremont Street,
and also in the street. The two opposing parties were initially only
about 6 feet apart. About thirty shots were fired in thirty seconds. Ike
Clanton filed murder charges against the Earps and Doc Holliday but
they were eventually exonerated by a local judge after a 30-day
preliminary hearing and then again by a local grand jury.
On December 28, 1881, Virgil Earp was maimed in an assassination
attempt by the outlaw Cowboys, and on March 18, 1882, they
assassinated Morgan Earp. This led to a series of further killings and
retributions, with federal and county lawmen supporting different
sides of the conflict, which became known as the Earp Vendetta Ride.

To preserve the memory of Morgan Earp, the Colton Police
Department held a ceremony at the fallen lawman’s gravesite. After
131 years, the remembrance was well attended and included several
short presentations, a prayer and bagpipe rendition of Amazing Grace.
In attendance were local government dignitaries, a Colton Police
Honor Guard, the San Bernardino County Sheriff, U.S. Marshal and
deputies, as well as members of the Earp Family.
The California Law Enforcement Historical Society was represented
at the ceremony by Keith Bushey and Gary Hoving. Hoving provided a
keynote address highlighting the profession and dedication of the
Earp family.

18th Annual Doug Messer 49’er Public Safety and
Military Collectors Show Finds a New Home

The Roseville Veterans Memorial Hall is quiet shortly before the doors opened to table holders
eager to set up. The 6,000 square foot facility easily accommodated all tables and displays. The
Roseville American Legion, Alyn W Butler – Post Auxiliary Unit 169, served a great lunch. Brian

Smith photograph

By Brian Smith
The 18th annual Doug Messer 49'er Public Safety and Military Collectors Show
was held on Saturday, February 23, 2013, at a new location, the Veterans
Memorial Hall, in Roseville, CA. Show co-host Mike Lynch praised the new show
site, “The 6,000 square foot Hall was more than adequate for all table holders and
displays and the American Legion Post 169 members provided great support and
made us all feel welcome”.
The show is sponsored by the International Police Association (IPA) Region
29 and the Roseville American Legion, Alyn W. Butler–Post 169, and is hosted by
Mike Lynch, Phil Jordan and Brian Smith. The show is named in honor of Doug
Messer, retired California Fish and Game Warden, and show co-host, who passed
away in 2009.

18th Annual
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A total of three awards were presented this year for badge and patch
displays. Show judges were Mike Lynch, Phil Jordan and Brian Smith.
The “Best Display -1st Place” award went to Mike McCarthy for his display
of badges, photos, hats and uniforms from the San Francisco Police Department.
The “Best Display – 2nd Place” award went to Phil Colonnelli for his display
of patches from various California agencies.
The “Best Display – 3rd Place” award was presented to Mike DeVilibiss for
his display of badges and other historic items from the Sacramento County
Sheriff’s Office.

Shown here are the three show award winners with the three show co-hosts.
From left to right, Phil Jordan, Phil Colonnelli, Mike DeVilbiss, Mike McCarthy,
Brian Smith, and Mike Lynch. Karen Smith photograph
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Display table holders included: Phil Colonnelli, Jim Casey, Dennis Daniels, Mike
DeVilbiss, Stu Finkelstein, Greg Gilstrap, Gary Hoving, Andie Jensen, Tom Jones,
Nick Kanaya, Frances Lam, Darryl Lindsay, Mike McCarthy, Mike McDowell, Al
Mize, Steve Mizroch, Jarrod Nunes, Tod Ruse, and Darrin Smiley
Below, it took three tables to adequately display Phil Colonnelli’s extensive
collection of current and rare California patches. Phil is a serious collector who
travelled over 1,000 miles round trip from his home in San Diego County to attend
the Doug Messer Show. Brian Smith photograph
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Mike DeVilbiss did not have far to travel to bring his display of Sacramento
County Sheriff badges, patches, and duty gear to the Doug Messer Show. Mike
was awarded the Best Display – 3rd Place award for his extensive collection. Brian

Smith photograph

Right, Darryl Lindsay, co-host of
the Menlo Park Police and Ripon Police
Emergency Vehicle show likes to
restore old police cars. His display at
the show contained a nice variety of
items related to police cars including
models, photos, old traffic signs, and
other collectible items. Brian Smith

photograph
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Retired Foster City Police Lieutenant Scott Welch
(right) gives a big hug to his son Nick (left) who is
shown providing Dad a quick tutorial on the use of
a smart phone, all part of Nick’s support and
guidance given to Dad during the show. Brian

Smith photograph

Fire insignia collector Mike McDowell (left) chats with Howard Jay (right). Howard
has a great web site with photos of obsolete and current badges from Bay Area
agencies, SFPD and SFFD. Brian Smith photograph

18th Annual

(continued)

The show raised a total of $1,350, distributed between the California State Parks
Anniversary Committee, the California Law Enforcement Historical Society
(CLEHS), and the local chapter of Concerns of Police Survivors (COPS).
Since 1984, COPS has provided resources to assist in rebuilding the lives
of surviving families of law enforcement officers killed in the line of duty. It also
provides training to law enforcement agencies on survivor victimization and
educates the public of the need to support the law enforcement profession and
its survivors. For more information, or to join, go to the Northern California COPS
web site: www.norcalcops.org
Established in 2001, the California Law Enforcement Historical Society is a
501 (c) 3, non-profit, public benefit, educational corporation whose mission is to
preserve the rich history of California peace officers through its newsletter,
mobile museum, collector’s show and web site. For more information, or to join,
go the Society's web site: www.Calpolicehistory.com
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Future Collectors Shows:
□ 28th Annual Northern California Law Enforcement Collectors Show and
Menlo Park Police and Ripon Police Emergency Vehicle Show and Law
Enforcement Recruitment Fair: Ripon, October 5, 2013, Ripon Community
Center.
□ 19th Annual Doug Messer 49'er Public Safety and Military Collectors Show:
Roseville, February 22, 2014, Veterans Memorial Hall.
Both of these shows usually sell out early. To make sure you get a table, it is
recommended that you make your reservation early! To reserve a display table for
either show go to our show web site: www.Calbadgeshows.com . At this site, you can
make table payment, make hotel reservations, get driving instructions to the
show and hotel, and find out about other California collector shows!
Questions about either show should be directed to Mike Lynch, P.O. Box 3212,
Bowman, CA 95604-3212, Email: lynch3212@wavecable.com phone (530) 305-1166.
Checks for table reservations should be made out to Mike Lynch.
Questions about the Emergency Vehicle Show and Recruitment Fair should be
directed to Darryl Lindsay, phone (650) 743-4486, E-mail: inpursuitmppd@yahoo.com
or visit the web site, www.riponmenloparkpolicecarshow.com/index.htm
BRIAN SMITH (P. O Box 254875, Sacramento, CA 95865-4875) redfive@ix.netcom.com

Brian Smith photograph

California Law Enforcement Historical Society Police Museum
at the California State Fair
By Brian Smith
Each year, during the 16 day run of the California State Fair in
Sacramento, one day is set aside to recognize and honor the work and
sacrifice of members of the Armed Forces and First Responders. On
this day, members of the Armed Forces, active and veteran and First
Responders, including firefighters, sworn law enforcement,
dispatchers, EMTs and paramedics receive free admission to the Fair
with valid identification. This applies to those individuals in or out of
uniform.

There are over 40 special exhibits, displays and activities staffed by
representatives from various service branches and first responders.
For the last four years, the California Law Enforcement Historical
Society has been proud to participate in the Armed Forces and First
Responders Day events at the Fair by bringing our traveling California
Police Museum.
The Museum is contained within a thirty-foot long cargo
trailer. It features a chronological progression of police history
throughout California and a twenty foot long wall dedicated to historic
police badges, patches and other artifacts. The Museum is taken to a
variety of venues throughout the year including collector shows,
restored vehicle meets, memorial events, and community
celebrations. The State Fair is by far the largest event where the
Museum is on display.
Society President Gary Hoving and docent Russ Snow
transported the museum from its home in San Luis Obispo on the
central California coast to Sacramento. “It is a long haul and we take
our time to ensure the safe delivery and set up of the Museum”, said
President Hoving.
Hoving and Snow were assisted in the set up and staffing of the
Museum by docents Brian Smith and Mike Delvilbiss. “We arrived on
grounds at 0830 and departed that evening at 2300”, according to
Mike Devilbiss. “It was a long and rewarding day, it is just so
enjoyable to see the faces of kids as they enter the Museum and
marvel at the badges, patches, emergency lights and other historic
items”, added DeVilbiss.

Snow was kept busy throughout the day greeting visitors from up
and down the state, a large number of whom he had previously
worked with or he knew family members!
Retired Sacramento County Sheriff’s
Deputy and Museum docent Mike
DeVilbiss spends some time chatting
with a member of the California Air
National Guard while Gary Hoving
explains the emergency lights display to
two visitors. Brian Smith photograph

As the sun sets, Russ Snow
takes a break before the
next wave of visitors
arrives to tour the Museum.
“At times we had real
congestion in the Museum,
but everyone was patient
and able to enjoy the
exhibits inside” said Snow.

Brian Smith photograph

Upcoming Events

Upcoming Events
October 5, 2013

Northern California Law Enforcement Collectors Show & Ripon Police/Emergency
Vehicle Show & Recruitment Fair
Ripon Community Center
334 W. 4th Street
Ripon, CA
9:00 AM to 2:00 PM, 8:00 AM Set Up
Tables $25
Hosts: Mike Lynch, Brian Smith
Contact: Mike Lynch
lynch3212@wavecable.com www.calbadgeshows.com

February 22, 2014
Doug Messer 49'er Public Safety and Military Collectors Show
Roseville Veterans Memorial Hall
110 Park Drive
Roseville, CA
9:00 am to 2:00 pm 8:00 am Set Up
Tables $25.00
Hosts: Mike Lynch, Brian Smith and Phil Jordan
lynch3212@wavecable.com www.calbadgeshows.com
July 12, 2014
California Law Enforcement Historical Society Police Memorabilia Collector’s
Show
San Luis Obispo Veteran’s Memorial Hall
801 Grand Avenue
San Luis Obispo, CA
9:00 am to 2:00 pm
Tables $35.00 each $25.00 for members
Host Gary Hoving
www.calpolicistory.com

Police Historian of the Year Nominations
The California Law Enforcement Historical Society is announcing the
2012 Police Historian of the year. The intent of the award is to honor
and recognize the person that has made the greatest contribution to
the preservation of California’s law enforcement history. This may be
achieved through a variety of ways including research projects,
writings, publications, documentary film production, or contribution to
the historical society as a whole.
The 2012 Historian of the Year is Jack Jones. Jack is a founding
board member of CLEHS, author, researcher and former Santa
Barbara Police Officer. He is a member and previous board member of
the San Luis Obispo Sheriffs Foundation and current President of the
Central Coast Veterans Memorial Museum. He retired as a professor
of History at Cal Poly San Luis Obispo.
Congratulation to Dr. Jack Jones for his support, vision and
accomplishments and welcome him as the 2012 Historian of the
Year.

Previous Historian of the Year Recipients
2011 Bradley Steele
2010 John Basalto
2009 Raymond Sherrard
2008 Todd Houser
2007 David DeSoucy
2006 Keith Bushey
2005 Mike Lynch
2004 Gary Hoving

New Book:
Darryl Kimball always wanted to fly.
Catch the Sky is the story of how he
accomplished his dream. As a
helicopter pilot with the elite air
support unit of the San Diego Sheriff’s
Department, Kimball has hunted for
missing children, extracted captured
drugs and other contraband out of
cramped locations, medevac'd injured
hikers from valleys thick with boulders
and brush, directed deputies during gun
battles, and tracked carjackers as they
tried to escape pursuing officers
through heavy freeway traffic.

Catch the Sky is the story of how a small town country boy found his
way to California and eventually into the helicopter unit of one of the
largest sheriff’s departments in the country. “In many ways it’s a
success story,” says Kimball, “a story of perseverance—one that says
when the odds seem to be stacked against you, or when your mind
tells you that you’re not smart enough or good enough, or tells you to
quit and go home, you don’t listen. You stick it out, you move forward
. . . and you persevere.”
ISBN: 978-0615699431
Softcover, 6” x 9”, 352 pages, $24.95
eBook for Amazon Kindle, $9.99
Published by Duffin Creative, available through Amazon.com
Link to Amazon.com for purchasing Catch the Sky

Early Law Enforcement in the “Oasis in the Sun”
By Russ Snow

While many California communities have been abandoning
their long established police departments due to budget
constraints, one small community located in the Kettleman
Hills of western Kings County, started a new police
department in 2010. Although the department is new, there
is a long history of law enforcement in the area.
A drilling crew from the Milham Exploration Company labored
on October 5, 1928 attempting to locate the “fabled oil” that
lay beneath the Kettleman Hills. The crew was running pipe
into an abandoned hole in Section 2, 22, 17 in the “barren
unpopulated countryside” and had been working there area
since March 21, 1927. A “familiar rumble” began to shake
the drilling rig. Oldtimers dropped their equipment and
headed for shelter while Newcomers were “glued to the
platform in fascinated amazement.” In less than a minute
the platform shook with a “tremendous explosion.” A new
oil well and field was born in the broken pieces of drill pipe
and casing that littered the area. The crew of Milham’s Elliot
No 1 fought for three weeks under dangerous conditions to
control the new well under threat of explosions, fire, and

Early Law Enforcement (continued)

wastage of gas and oil. By October 28 the well was under
control and led to the creation of the community of Avenal.
The Standard Oil Company laid the townsite in April, 1929.
As the community grew the oil fields expanded with new
discoveries of additional wells.
The expansion of the oil fields created new law enforcement
problems for the Kings County Sheriff’s Office located in
Hanford, approximately 40 miles away. Avenal was the “last
frontier” in the county and until the arrival of law
enforcement, lawlessness flourished for five “action packed
years.” These were the days when bars outnumbered
churches, when women “outside of the sporting houses were
as scarce as trees on the barren Kettleman Valley”, and
when gambling, bootlegging and drinking were popular
pastimes.
In 1934 Deputy Sheriff William Edgar Burch was assigned to
Avenal. Burch had been appointed a Deputy Sheriff on
November 30, 1933 by Sheriff Buckner. Burch was born on
October 27, 1904 in Oklahoma and died on November 8, 1993
in Avenal. The 1930 Census shows he was a truck driver
living with his wife Gladys in Lemoore. An early newspaper
story dated November 5, 1934 shows he was involved in a

Early Law Enforcement (continued)

controversial arrest of Malcolm Calkins, editor of the
Corcoran newspaper. Prior to his assignment in Avenal
deputies were dispatched from Hanford to handle criminal
matters in the Avenal area.
In 1935 Richard “Dick” Doty was appointed the first fulltime
Deputy Sheriff in Avenal. Doty served the Avenal community
for eight years and worked from an office located at 300
Kings St. He later moved to 226 Fresno St. In 1942 a new
“modern building” was constructed at 144 Kings St. A
newspaper article dated January 6, 1935 shows he was
appointed a Deputy Sheriff by Sheriff Loftis. Doty was born
March 28, 1896 in Missouri and died on December 4, 1976.
The 1910 Census shows him living In Township 16, Kern
County. 1940 Voter registration shows him living with his
wife, Bessie, and his occupation is listed as Deputy Sheriff. A
newspaper article dated January 26, 1940 shows he was
elected as the Sgt-at-Arms of the Kings County Peace
Officers Association.
In the 1940’s additional staff assigned to Avenal included Ira
“Lee” Sellers and Ray Crawford. Sellers was born January 8,
1909 in Texas and died on February 18, 1981. When he
enlisted in the US Army on March 4, 1943 his occupation was

Early Law Enforcement (continued)

given as Deputy Sheriff. He lived with his wife, Avis, in
Avenal. A newspaper article dated August 5, 1944 stated
that while on patrol he found an injury traffic accident on 14th
Ave near the Armona Cemetery.
A newspaper article dated October 6, 1942 stated that Ray
Crawford had been appointed as a Deputy Sheriff to replace
Fred Berry who had resigned. It added that Crawford would
be assisting Deputy Sellers in Avenal who had been assigned
there approximately one year. Crawford was born February
22, 1898 in Hanford and died September 20, 1962 in
Lemoore.
Other early law enforcement officers assigned to Avenal
included L.B. Herrin, Kenneth Kirby, Weldon Sams, and Ross
Jay.
Kenneth Peyton Kirby was born June 4, 1908 in Iowa and
died July 26, 1997 in Clovis. In 1938 he lived with his wife,
Lorraine in Hanford. 1940 Voter Registration shows his
occupation as Deputy Sheriff and he lived in Armona. During
World War II Kirby was Chief of Police of the Dinuba Police
Department and his wife was Matron there.

Early Law Enforcement (continued)

Weldon N. “Kenny” Sams was born April 29, 1909 in Arizona
and he died October 19, 1975 in Hanford. He was a Kings
County Deputy Sheriff, Hanford Police Officer, Glendale
Police Officer, and then a Hanford Police Officer again.
Numerous newspaper articles were found regarding Sams’
career. On September 5, 1945 he investigated a robbery and
shooting at a gas station on the Visalia-Hanford Highway. On
January 10, 1946 he investigated the accidental shooting of
an 11 year old boy in Avenal. On December 13, 1947 he
discovered a burglary while on patrol. On December 14,
1947 he was involved in a pursuit. On January 23, 1948 he
arrested two burglary suspects during a burglary in progress
of the Stratford Post Office. He was assisted in that case by
Deputy Edwin Adney ( who retired as a Sgt at KCSO) and
Deputy Art Thomas ( who retired as Sheriff of KCSO). On
January 21, 1949 he was elected president of the Kings
County Peace Officer’s Association. On January 25, 1949 he
arrested a rape suspect. In December 1952 he completed a
police training class which had been attended by 35 Kings
County peace officers including three Chiefs of Police and
the Sheriff.
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In July 1953, due to growing pains and an increased crime
rate caused by migrant labor problems at nearby farm labor
camps, the staffing of the Avenal station was increased to
three. In 1956 the staffing included Deputy B.B. Austin,
Deputy Fred Chaffin, and Deputy Dennis Casida. Casida’s
son, Harlan later was a counselor at Avenal High School and
Mayor of Avenal. He was instrumental in the creation of the
Avenal Police Department in 2010.
In 1958 Deputy Lee Nichols was assigned to Avenal and in
1959 Deputy Jerry Taylor was assigned there. Other Deputy
Sheriff’s assigned to the Avenal area in the 1950’s- 1960’s
included Stu Allen, Ken Kelsey, Mark Tweedy, Clarence
Wilson, and OR MacFarlane.
During this time period the Avenal area was also served by
Constables Ray Yracebrou and Roy M “Tex” Young. Young’s
stepson, Richard Pierce, served many years with the Fresno
County Sheriff’s Office and eventually became Sheriff of
Fresno County.
For many years the Avenal area was also patrolled by a
Resident CHP Traffic Officer. Traffic Officer Corwin M. Peart
was assigned to Avenal as a Resident Officer based out of
the Hanford CHP Office. He joined the CHP in October 1948

Early Law Enforcement (continued)

and worked the Avenal area from 1950 to August 1961 when
he was transferred to Northern California. He was killed in a
traffic accident in Madera County in September 1961. He
was replaced by Traffic Officer Dean Esrey. Esrey was
replaced by Traffic Officer Bill Wilson until I-5 was completed
and a new CHP office was opened in Coalinga. The western
portion of Kings County was then patrolled from there, rather
than Hanford, and the Resident Officer position was
abolished.
When the Avenal police Department was created, the
Substation in Avenal was closed. However, with the closing
of the Avenal Substation, the Kettleman City Substation was
expanded. Law enforcement in nearby Kettleman City ( at
the intersection of I-5 and SR41) was started in 1934 with
the assignment of Resident Deputy Sheriff Elmo Wiles. He
was replaced by Resident Deputy Les Sagasar. He was
replaced in 1944 by resident Deputy Dan Hill who held that
post for many years. Daniel Porter Hill was born February 4,
1988 and died December 9, 1963. Hill was replaced by
Resident Deputy Wade Lusk.

Ref: The Kings County Peace Officer published by the Kings County Peace
Officer’s Association, 1956-1968 editions.

2013 Membership Renewal:
Have you renewed your 2013 membership in the California Law
Enforcement Historical Society? If not, please take a moment to
renew your membership with a payment of $35.00 for one year or
$350.00 for a life membership!

You can make your payment on-line with PayPal by using this link:
www.Paypal.com and using the Society’s email address for payment
calpolicehistory@aol.com

If you prefer, you can make your payment by sending a check to:

California Law Enforcement Historical Society
P. O. Box 254875
Sacramento, CA 95865-4875

Can't remember if you have renewed your membership? Contact Brian
Smith, at redfive@ix.netcom.com for your membership status.

Board of Directors Election Results
An election was held this spring for the five elected-at-large
Board of Directors, 2013- 2015 term beginning July 1, 2013. The
election results are in, the following members were elected:
Gary Hoving – President
Brian Smith – Secretary/Treasurer
Don Williams – Director
Doug Brimmer– Director
Keith Bushey – Director
Please welcome new Board Members Don Williams and Doug
Brimmer.

CLEHS Corporate Sponsors
Heritage Oaks Bank, Arroyo Grande
Hoving & Associates, Private Investigations, Arroyo Grande
San Luis Ambulance Service, San Luis Obispo
The Ed Jones Co., Berkeley

California Law Enforcement Historical Society
Established in 2001, the California Law Enforcement Historical Society is a 501 (c) 3,
non-profit, public benefit, educational corporation with the sole intent of preserving the
rich history of the peace officers who have served within the State of California. The
objective is to link those interested in preserving a forum for education, research, and
the enjoyment of our past.

Board of Directors
Gary Hoving – President
Brian Smith – Secretary/Treasurer
Don Williams – Director
Doug Brimmer– Director
Keith Bushey – Director
Mike DeVilbiss – Director, Northern
Brad Steele – Director, Central
Russ Snow – Director, Central Coast
Ray Sherrard – Director, Southern California
Police Historian
Bradley Steele, Editor, Email: spdhistory@aol.com

Contact
Gary Hoving, President
California Law Enforcement Historical Society
P. O. Box 475
Pismo Beach, CA 93448
Phone (805) 929-3106
Email: Calpolicehistory@aol.com
Web: www.Calpolicehistory.com

