
 

 

In the Line of Fire! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      Images Copyright 2014 S.P.D. Historical Archives 

Courtsey of the Stockton Police Archives these images illustrate just how 

dangerous an Officers job is. Left from 1976, the Officer wearing shield 108 was 

accidently shot in the back by a fellow Officer during a standoff. From 1991, 

shield 4008 was struck by a .45 bullet. Happily both Officers survived their ordeal 

and are now enjoying active retirement. 
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The Murder of LeRoy Hopkins Tripp 

Riverside County Deputy Constable - 1916 

 

By Don Williams 

 

 

     Photo: Collection of Edith Bradford 

 

While conducting research for the Riverside Sheriff Museum, I visited the 

Hamilton Museum in Anza, CA and met with the curator, Margaret Jaenke. I was 

inquiring about historical events in the area that may have involved members of 

the Riverside County Sheriff's Department. Ms. Jaenke mentioned a story 

involving Roy Tripp, who was reportedly a local lawman who was murdered in the 

early 1900's. I was intrigued because I was certain the Sheriff's Department did 

not have this lawman recorded as one who died in the line of duty. In Riverside 

County, Constables were replaced by Marshals in the early 1950's and the 

Marshals Department was later absorbed into the Sheriff's Department. For this 

reason, the Riverside Sheriff Museum is committed to preserving the history of all 

county law enforcement officers. 

 

 



The Murder of LeRoy Hopkins Tripp   (continued) 

 

This launched me into a research project that involved interviewing old-timers in 

the community, researching newspaper articles, cemetery records, and learning 

as much as possible from what family members recalled and recorded of the 

event. I even paid a visit to the Riverside County Coroner's Office. The Terwilliger 

area of Anza is just a few miles from my home and Ms. Jaenke remembers visiting 

the site of the murder as a little girl. She learned of the incident from her father, 

James Wellman, who served as a Judge in the Bergman Township (now Anza) 

some 40 years after the incident. Prior to that, Wellman was special deputy 

sheriff serving on Sheriff Carl Rayburn's posse and the local lawmen would often 

repeat the story of Roy Tripp through the years, which is why I would soon find 

several versions of it. Ms. Jaenke recalled visiting the suspect's camp and seeing 

pieces of the torn canvas entangled in the twigs of the redshank trees that once 

served as his shelter. 

Homes were being pilfered in the Anza area. Items taken were not of much value 

in today's terms, but in the 1900's they were prized possessions of the 

predominately poor people in the hills. Items such as blankets, cooking utensils 

and groceries would disappear. A pair of shoes went missing from a porch and 

chickens vanished with no evidence of a coyote but proof of a campfire nearby 

where a meal was prepared. A vagrant named Albert Heller was seen many times 

in the vicinity of the crimes but no one was willing to connect him with the thefts. 

After all, he seemed to be just a harmless, crazy old man. The townspeople knew 

Heller lived somewhere in the brush as they would sometimes see him dart 

between trees, trying not to be seen. Complaints were coming into Lincoln Parks 

who was the township constable.  As the story goes, Constable Parks appointed 

Roy Tripp as his deputy constable to help him enforce the law amongst the 

cowboys and ranchers in the hills south of Hemet. Tripp's father-in-law, William 

Bradford, was the Township Justice of the Peace at the time. The family 

remembered stories of how Roy, who was only 20 years old, was always looking 

for adventure. When it was time to issue a John Doe warrant for the arrest of the 

unknown thief, Roy was eager to go. 

 

 



The Murder of LeRoy Hopkins Tripp   (continued) 

 

Although a young man, Tripp knew enough that he shouldn't go on the man-hunt 

alone, so he solicited the help of his friend, Henry Hamilton, who was a Riverside 

County special deputy sheriff and Ben Johnson and Fred Clark who were local 

cattle ranchers. Special deputies in the early 1900's were sworn officers of the 

law, but were rarely paid for their service. 

Jack Roripaugh was a retired rancher and lawman in Anza. He offered information 

that he had seen a man carrying a rifle and acting suspiciously who was seen 

slipping across a patch of open country not far from Fred Clark's place. He stated 

that there was a camp over the ridge with a piece of canvas spread over a thicket 

of redshank and brush had been cut and piled haphazardly over it to form a 

makeshift shelter. About a hundred yards down there was a nice spring of water 

that bubbled up to the surface, making it a prime location. 

The four men found footprints leading into the hills to the north from Terwilliger 

Valley. Fred and Ben had experience trailing cattle, so they had no difficulty in 

following the footprints for a distance of about two miles where they could look 

down into a secluded little spot and see evidence of the rather crudely-made tent 

of brush and canvas. From the top of the hill was trail leading to the tent, so  the 

four men separated. Henry Hamilton went to the right, Roy Tripp walked down the 

trail toward the shack, and Fred Clark and Ben Johnson walked off to the left. 

When Roy  was about fifty yards of the tent he called and asked if anyone were 

home and shouted that they were under arrest. Suddenly, a shot rang out from 

the tent, and Roy Tripp dropped dead right where he stood with a bullet in the 

heart. Immediately, Henry Hamilton fired two shots into the tent, and soon after 

the man in the tent called out to Henry asking him to come down so that he could 

talk to him. Of course, Henry was not foolish enough to expose himself to the 

man who had already killed Roy, so he called back for him to come outside to 

talk. The voice answered that he was not able. 

 

 

 



The Murder of LeRoy Hopkins Tripp   (continued) 

 

Henry, Fred and Ben, left to get help and before out of hearing range, they heard 

another shot, apparently from a small firearm. After reaching Fred Clark's place, 

Henry Hamilton got off his horse and drove his car to the Turner ranch where he 

knew there was a telephone and a call was placed to Riverside County Sheriff 

Frank Wilson.  Deputy Constable James Chambers from the Hemet Township just 

happened to be in Riverside at the Sheriff's office so he joined Sheriff Wilson and 

Coroner Dickson on the ride up to Anza to investigate. 

In the meantime, George Turner summoned neighbors Gordon Weatherhill, Bill 

Court and Antonio Contreras to form a posse along with Fred Clark, Ben Johnson 

and Henry Hamilton. The Sheriff was ill so he and the Coroner waited at the 

Turner ranch for the posse to return. When the posse reached the scene of the 

tragedy they saw Roy Tripp's body right where he had fallen. They called out to 

the man in the tent and not getting any response, they poured a systematic 

barrage of rifle fire into the tent.  Clusters of redshank around the camp were 

virtually mowed down by rifle slugs, and years later, the visible evidence of the 

devastating hail of fire remained for cowboys to ponder. They slipped up, 

carefully lifting a flap of the tent they could see the body of a man lying on the 

floor. Feathers filled the air from bullets that had ripped into a mattress. 

Lying beside the hand of the dead body was a note, pathetic in its brevity that 

read: "I am Heller - tell my wife." Also near the body was a pistol and a rifle. One 

arm of the dead man was wrecked from below the elbow and it appeared the 

bullet slammed into his chest, indicating  one of Henry Hamilton's shots had done 

the job. The men packed the bodies out on horses - taking Heller to Fred Clark's 

place and Roy Tripp's body was taken to San Jacinto. Gordon Weatherhill brought 

Heller's body to San Jacinto the following morning. 

Henry Hamilton's two bullets had entered the tent about two inches apart right 

near the hole where Heller had evidently put the gun barrel when killing Roy. It 

was thought that the first of the two shots was the one that hit the mark, for the 

gun Henry had was a 30 caliber Model 95, and the Coroner thought that a man 

would be unable to stand on his feet after being struck. 

 



The Murder of LeRoy Hopkins Tripp   (continued) 

 

Feelings were running high among the many friends of Roy Tripp and Henry 

Hamilton. Some  suggested that there was a rock-pile nearby that would be 

plenty good enough for the body of the man who killed Roy Tripp. The Coroner 

had to remind them that the suspect's body must be carried out in respect for his 

family. 

So, who was this Albert Heller? Heller was a race horse man from Riverside. He 

trained horses, driving trotters and betting harness racers all his life. He was well 

liked and his judgment was sought and respected by his many friends. When he 

came to the Anza area he was middle aged and seemed to have changed 

overnight into a recluse. Some say he had financial problems and became what is 

diagnosed today as bi-polar. He was often seen carrying a rifle and moving 

suspiciously along the back trails or darting across roadways to hide in the heavy 

brush. People commented about his unusual behavior but they left him alone.  

Henry Hamilton lived out the rest of his life in a state of depression, thinking it 

was his bullet that killed Heller and although justified, it was a haunting 

experience for him. Margaret Jaenke remembered Henry Hamilton as he lived in a 

shack across the dirt road from her farm house. She recalled he rarely left the 

property and was a sad man up until his death. Henry's brother, Frank Hamilton, 

was a special deputy sheriff who was the first Riverside County lawman killed in 

the line of duty outside a saloon in San Jacinto, in 1895. 

Most accounts of the death of deputy constable Tripp I found to be consistent in 

key areas. Now it was time to confirm the information I had assembled. On 

September 24, 2013, former Riverside County Sheriff Cois Byrd and I met with 

Captain Dave Nordstrom, Coroner/Public Administrator for the County of 

Riverside, who assisted us in documenting the deaths of Roy Tripp and Albert 

Heller by searching and retrieving old Coroner records. There were no issued 

Death Certificates in 1916, but the Coroner, C. S. Dickson, accurately recorded 

deaths and cause of death by hand in a journal.  

 

 

 



The Murder of LeRoy Hopkins Tripp   (continued) 

 

For Roy Tripp, the record shows "That he came to his death from gunshot wound 

in heart inflicted by Albert E. Heller. Murdered." For Albert Heller, the record 

shows "Gunshot wound in head. Suicide." Unfortunately, the journal did not 

document that Roy Tripp was a Riverside County Deputy Constable, so more work 

was needed. It was a shame that no one ever thought to tell Henry Hamilton that 

it was not his bullet that killed Heller. 

Roy Tripp and his family were prominent and influential residents of Riverside 

County. Roy's grandfather was Samuel V. Tripp, Justice of the Peace in San 

Jacinto. Samuel Tripp presided over the trial of Sam Temple in 1883. Temple was 

the man who killed the Indian Juan Diego. Special Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

Helen Hunt Jackson, wrote a book about the incident which later was the basis 

for the yearly Ramona Pageant play southland residents have enjoyed for 

decades. 

January 29, 2014 while volunteering at the Riverside Sheriff Museum, I 

discovered a copy of an  "Appointment and Oath of Office" verifying that 

Constable Lincoln Parks of the Bergman Township, appointed Roy H. Tripp as 

Deputy Constable for Bergman Township, County of Riverside, on May 8, 1913. 

Finally, I was able to submit a documented report to Riverside County Assistant 

Sheriff William Di Yorio. A committee will review my findings and make a decision 

if a formal recommendation will be submitted to the California Peace Officers 

Memorial Foundation to recognize Roy Tripp for giving his life while performing 

his duties as a peace officer. Years ago, the bubbling water spring was named 

"Heller Springs" which is located on "Heller Road" in Anza. Nothing was ever 

done to acknowledge Deputy Constable Roy Tripp and his service.  He deserves 

more. 

 

                                                                                    

 

 

                                                                                           Deputy Constable Roy Tripp 
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th

 Annual Doug Messer Public Safety & Military 

Collectors Show 

by Brian Smith 

 

The 19th annual Doug Messer 49er Public Safety and Military Collectors Show 

was held on Saturday, February 22, 2014, at the Roseville Veterans Memorial 

Hall, Roseville, CA. 

  

The show is sponsored by the International Police Association (IPA) Region 29 

www.ipa-usa.org/group/region29 and the Roseville American Legion, Alyn W. 

Butler–Post 169 www.rosevilleamericanlegion.com/.  

 

There were 47 display tables and 141 attendees. The shows raised a total of 

$1,200, distributed to the California State Parks Anniversary Committee 

www.parkanniversary.org  the California Law Enforcement Historical Society 

(CLEHS) www.calpolicehistory.com and the local chapter of Concerns of Police 

Survivors (COPS) www.norcalcops.org/. 

  

A total of five display awards were presented. New this year, three participants 

were awarded the Grand Champion Award:  

  

□   Grand Champion – Mike McCarthy for his display of badges, photos, hats and 

uniforms from the San Francisco Police Department. 

  

□   Grand Champion - Phil Colonnelli for his display of patches from various 

California agencies. 

  

□   Grand Champion – Mike DeVilbiss for his display of badges and other historic 

items from the Sacramento County Sheriff’s Department. 

  

□   Best of Show 1
st

 Place – Scott Welch for his display of badges, patches, and 

other historic memorabilia from the Oakland Police Department. 

  

□   Best of Show 2
nd

 Place – Tod Ruse for his display of badges, patches, and ID 

cards from the San Joaquin County Sheriff’s Department. 

 



19
th

 Annual Doug Messer Public Safety & Military 

Collectors Show     (continued) 

 

Photos of the 2014 Doug Messer 49er Public Safety and Military Collectors Show 

are available on our web site: www.Calbadgeshows.com On the Home page, click 

Photos, and then Roseville, CA 2014. 

  

Show host Mike Lynch, Phil Jordan and I would like to thank everyone for your 

continued support of the Doug Messer 49er Public Safety and Military Collectors 

Show! 

  

Upcoming Collectors Shows: 

  

□   29th Annual Northern California Law Enforcement Collectors Show and 

Menlo Park and Ripon Police Emergency Vehicle Show and Recruitment 

Fair: Ripon, CA, October 5, 2014, Ripon Community Center. 

  

□   20th Annual Doug Messer 49er Public Safety and Military Collectors Show: 

Roseville, CA, February 21, 2015, Veterans Memorial Hall.  

  

Both of these shows usually sell out early so to avoid not having a table, it is 

recommended that you reserve your table early!  To reserve a table for either 

show, go to www.Calbadgeshows.com  At this site, you can make table payment, 

make hotel reservations, get driving instructions to the show and hotel, and find 

out about other California collector shows!  

  

Questions about these shows should be directed to Mike Lynch, P.O. Box 3212, 

Bowman, CA  95604-3212, phone (530) 305-1166, E-mail: 

lynch3212@wavecable.com   Checks for table reservations should be made out to 

Mike Lynch. 

  

Questions about the Emergency Vehicle Show and Recruitment Fair should be 

directed to Darryl Lindsay, phone (650) 743-4486, E-mail: 

inpursuitmppd@yahoo.com  or visit the web site, 

www.riponmenloparkpolicecarshow.com/index.htm 

 



The first Latina LAPD officer 

By David Colker, from the Los Angeles Times 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Upcoming Events 

 

  

July 12, 2014 

California Law Enforcement Historical Society Police Memorabilia Collector’s 

Show 

San Luis Obispo Veteran’s Memorial Hall 

801 Grand Avenue 

San Luis Obispo, CA 

9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

Tables $35.00 each $25.00 for members 

Host Gary Hoving 

www.calpolicistory.com   

 

 

 

October 4, 2014 

Northern California Law Enforcement Collectors Show & Ripon Police/Emergency 

Vehicle Show & Recruitment Fair 

Ripon Community Center 

334 W. 4
th

 Street 

Ripon, CA 

9:00 AM to 2:00 PM, 8:00 AM Set Up 

Tables $25 

Hosts: Mike Lynch, Brian Smith 

Contact: Mike Lynch  

lynch3212@wavecable.com  www.calbadgeshows.com   

http://www.calpolicistory.com/
mailto:lynch3212@wavecable.com


Police Historian of the Year Nominations 
 

  
The California Law Enforcement Historical Society is accepting nominations for 

the 2013 Police Historian of the Year. The intent of the award is to honor and 

recognize the person that has made the greatest contribution to the preservation 

of California’s law enforcement history.  This may be achieved through a variety 

of ways including research projects, writings, publications, documentary film 

production, or contribution to the historical society as a whole.   

  

Award recipients must be members in good standing in the CLEHS, have 

distinguished themselves during the year of recognition, and must have displayed 

excellence through service, research or preservation.   

  

Recipients will be recognized in the next issue of California Police Historian and 

presented with a recognition plaque during the annual collectors show in San 

Luis Obispo. 

  

Nominations may be made in writing to CLEHS at P. O.  Box 475, Pismo Beach, CA  

93444, or via internet at calpolicehistory@aol.com. Nominations shall be 

submitted by June 1, 2014. 

  

Police Historian of the Year Recipients 

 

                                                 2012  Jack Jones. PhD 

                                                 2011  Bradley Steele 

                                                 2010  John Basalto 

                                                 2009  Raymond Sherrard 

                                                 2008  Todd Houser 

                                                 2007  David DeSoucy 

                                                 2006  Keith Bushey 

                                                 2005  Mike Lynch 

                                                 2004  Gary Hoving 

mailto:calpolicehistory@aol.com


 

 

In the Line of Duty: 99 Years Ago in L.A.: Deputy 

Constable Anthony Couts.  

 

 

By Lt. John Stanley, Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department  

 

 

He was to be married within days, and it was his intention to give up his job as a 

deputy constable before he exchanged vows and begin a new career. But, on the 

eve of what was to be his last day in law enforcement, twenty-three year old 

Deputy Constable Anthony Brian Couts agreed to perform one final act as a peace 

officer as a favor to a friend. It proved to be a fatal decision.  

 

On August 19th, 1914, Mrs. May Thornton and J.W. Ferguson, a former miner now 

in the rooming house business, purchased the property at 222 ½ N. Main Street in 

downtown Los Angeles as a joint venture. On September 23rd, they took 

possession of the property but had problems with the previous tenants. This 

required that they go to court and seek an injunction. Deputy Constable Couts 

arrived on September 25th at the direction of the local justice of the peace in his 

official role to oversee the disposition of the building’s furniture. It was at that 

time that Couts first made the acquaintance of Mrs. Thornton, Mr. Ferguson and 

Mrs. Thornton’s daughter Edna Neathameyer. Deputy Constable Couts reportedly 

impressed all parties. But he particularly impressed young Miss Neathameyer. 

Couts told her that should she ever encounter any problems to give him a call and 

he would respond to assist her.  

 

Late Saturday evening on October 24th, 1914, Edna witnessed a heated argument 

between her mother and her business partner Mr. Ferguson. Edna called Deputy 

Constable Couts and requested that he come to the property to intervene in the 

dispute. After receiving the phone call, Couts’s fiancée Corina Rogers purportedly 

urged him not to go. The Los Angeles Times even recorded a supposed dialog 

between the two as Corina attempted to dissuade him from going and prevailed 

upon him to remain with her:  

  



 

In the Line of Duty: 99 Years Ago   (continued) 

 

“Don’t go, Tony,” she said when the interruption came. “I must,” was his answer. 

“But I don’t want you to,” she insisted with the command of a bride-to-be.”  

 

Couts rode his motorcycle the short distance from his fiancée’s residence at 512 

E. Twelfth Street to the north Main Street address. The dispute between the two 

property owners was concluded by the time Couts arrived, but he still went to 

Ferguson’s room to talk with the man. The conversation took place in the hallway 

just outside of Ferguson’s door and was overheard by Manuel L. Machado a man 

employed by Ferguson as a handyman to make the property ready for occupancy. 

Just as this was to be Couts last day as a peace officer, it was also to be 

Machado’s last day as a tenant and employee of Mr. Ferguson. He was discharged 

by Ferguson earlier that day and was granted one last night in the house before 

being turned out.  

 

Machado came out of his room and began a heated exchange with Couts in the 

hallway that, according to all who testified about it at the coroner’s inquest, had 

nothing to do with the dispute between Mrs. Thompson and Mr. Ferguson, but 

rather about inappropriate remarks Machado made toward Miss Neathameyer. 

Again, the Times records a back and forth account of their dispute that today 

seems ripped from the script of a melodrama. Miss Neathameyer’s testimony at 

the inquest provides the most detailed record of the dispute between Couts and 

Machado. She did not hear Machado’s initial comment to Couts, but she did state 

she heard the deputy constable’s response and the rest of the conversation.  

 

“Anyhow Couts said, ‘Well, you have got nothing to talk about because you have 

been throwing slurs to both of the women here. You have no right throwing slurs 

like you have.’ So Machado says, ‘I didn’t.’ Then I was there to see and said, ‘Yes, 

you did.’”  

 

 

 

 



 

 

In the Line of Duty: 99 Years Ago   (continued) 

 

The argument between Couts and Machado grew more heated as Miss 

Neathameyer’s continuing testimony documented. “Couts finally said, ‘I think you 

had better come along with me and settle this business over to the police 

station.’ Machado said, ‘I will have your star taken away from you.’ Couts said, 

‘Well, maybe I can have yours taken away, too. We had better go over to the 

police station and settle things.’”  

 

At this point Couts grabbed Machado by the left arm. The young deputy constable 

was tall and broad shouldered and described in the Times as was powerful 

enough to lift four men. This assertion notwithstanding, what was certain was 

that Machado was not going to break free from Couts’s grip by physical force. 

Couts purportedly took a couple of steps toward the door with Machado in tow 

when the man pulled out a handgun and shot Couts in the stomach. Couts pushed 

himself away from Machado and attempted to run for the door. Machado shot at 

him twice more as he fled. One bullet went harmlessly through a plate glass 

window, but the other struck the young deputy constable in the back and he 

staggered out to the street.  

 

As fortune would have it, LAPD Officer C.F. Fordice was standing outside the 

building. He testified at the coroner’s inquest that he heard the first shot, but 

thought it was a car backfiring. When he heard the next two shots he realized he 

was hearing gunfire. He stepped in front of the entrance to 222 ½ Main Street just 

as three or four people quickly exited, including the wounded young deputy 

constable. Couts told him that he had been shot and that the perpetrator was still 

inside. Officer Fordice called in the incident and then entered the property and 

took Machado into custody without incident.  

 

 

 

 



 

In the Line of Duty: 99 Years Ago   (continued) 

 

Remarkably, a short time later, while Couts was at the hospital lying prostrate on 

a cot awaiting surgery, Machado and he had another conversation; this time it 

was in the presence of LAPD Officer T.H. Zeiglar. Couts positively identified 

Machado as the man who shot him and Machado freely admitted to Zeiglar that 

he had done so. Zeiglar testified that Machado told him, “Yes, I shot him. I shot 

him three times… He came up there and was going to take my star away from me 

and I told him that I was an officer just the same as he was. I wouldn’t stand for 

it.”  

 

Machado had been given a badge as a special deputy sheriff, an honorary award. 

Meanwhile, Couts was a full time deputy constable. It is ironic that Machado was 

given a badge of any kind. As he awaited trial, it was learned that he was a 

convicted felon. From March 24, 1905 to November 24, 1906 Machado served 

time in Folsom Prison for forgery. The photo of him was taken by state 

correctional personnel during his time in prison on that charge. His prison 

identification number is attached to his shirt.  

 

Machado’s true nature was at the root of the argument between him and Couts. 

Zeiglar testified that after Machado confessed to him that he shot Couts and 

stated his rationale for doing so, Couts countered that Machado was jealous of 

his relationship with Edna Neathameyer and that Machado had also offered the 

girl five dollars to have sex with him. Machado’s attempt to solicit sex from Edna 

was the real reason Couts wanted to take Machado to the police station. When 

Officer Fordice testified at the inquest after Officer Zeiglar, he stated that 

Machado told him that it was Couts who offered Edna five dollars to have sex 

with him and he was in the process of putting Couts out of the building when the 

altercation occurred.  

 

 

 

 



 

In the Line of Duty: 99 Years Ago   (continued) 

 

Edna was sitting in the gallery as Fordice testified. She immediately cried out 

that this was not true and that it had been Machado who made this statement. 

She was put back on the stand to corroborate this assertion and stated under 

oath, “Mr. Machado was the one that asked me if I wanted to make a five. I told 

him no, that I wasn’t that sort of a girl and he said, ‘O, well, if you don’t want to, 

all right.’ Then he comes back later and he shakes his fist and he says, ‘Well, gee, 

if I was a girl, I would get out and make all the money I could.’”  

 

Machado’s conflicting statements and the testimony of the witnesses were used 

against him at his trial. He was convicted of manslaughter for slaying Deputy 

Constable Couts and sentenced to ten years in San Quentin.  

 

Anthony Brian Couts’s great aunt was Arcadia Bandini de Stearns Baker, 

prominent Los Angeles land baroness, and he was one of her heirs. His older 

brother Robert Couts testified at the coroner’s inquest and identified his body. 

Robert would later join the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department as a deputy, 

perhaps to honor his brother’s sacrifice. Unfortunately, in 1920, tragedy would 

once again strike the Couts family when the body of Chalmers Couts, Anthony’s 

middle brother, was found under a pile of hay in Coyote Pass about a mile from 

the Midwick Country Club in Alhambra.  

 

The rooming house at 222 ½ N. Main Street and all the other buildings around it 

were torn down in 1926 to make way for the Los Angeles City Hall which stands 

on the site today.  

 

Deputy Constable Couts’s sacrifice was lost to history for almost a century. We 

honor him today on the ninety-ninth anniversary of his death for his service to the 

citizens of Los Angeles County.  

 

 

 

 



 

In the Line of Duty: 99 Years Ago   (continued) 

 

The Sheriff’s Department is seeking any living relatives of Deputy Constable 

Couts to represent him next May at the Los Angeles County Memorial Ceremony. 

If you can provide any information in this regard, please call the Sheriff’s 

Headquarters Bureau at 323-267-4800.  

 

 

Photo Credits:  

 

There is no known photo of Deputy Constable Couts.  

The photograph of Main Street, circa 1920, was taken from the WaterandPower.org 

website which has an amazing collection of historical images of Los Angeles County.  

 

The images of Corina Rogers and Edna Neathameyer are from Los Angeles Times articles 

of the time chronically this event.  

The photograph of Manuel Machado is from the State Archives.  

 

Los Angeles County Sheriffs' Museum (Facebook):  

https://www.facebook.com/losangelessheriffsmuseum  

Email: SHBNewsroom@lasd.org Website: http://www.lasd.org 

Sheriff's Headquarters Bureau - Newsroom  

Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department  

 

 

https://local.nixle.com/alert/5081912/?sub_id=308787
https://local.nixle.com/alert/5081912/?sub_id=308787
https://local.nixle.com/alert/5081912/?sub_id=308787
https://www.facebook.com/losangelessheriffsmuseum
mailto:SHBNewsroom@lasd.org
http://www.lasd.org/


The Oldest Shield 

 by Bradley Steele 

 

As the Chief Historian for the Stockton Police 

Department, one of my tasks is to evaluate, refinish 

and repair the Department’s shields. At almost $100 

per badge, the department feels the longer a shield 

can be kept in good repair, the better. More importantly 

doing minor repairs “in house” also saves valuable cash, 

since a factory refinish costs about half as much as a new 

shield and takes weeks to get done. 

Probably the most common malady affecting our shields is the wear of the 

lacquer coating that keeps the shield from tarnishing. Once this wears away the 

nickel turns dull gray and the bronze banners turn a nice brown. Once in a while,  

there is the need for a new pin or latch.  

Recently an Officer brought in a shield for a refinish, I immediately noticed it was 

not a current style shield but a very old specimen from the 1970’s. What made 

this shield even more interesting is that it had the original number panel replaced 

with one with four digits. The Stockton Police Department changed from using 

sequentially numbered shields in the early 1980’s to eliminate the time 

consuming chore of rotating shield to show seniority. Modern shields are issued 

with a permanent four digit ID number. 

This shield is struck from a die that saw very limited use. Made by Sun Badge, the 

Stockton Police adopted this pattern in 1969 after the previous maker of the SPD 

shield, L.A. Stamp and Stationary went out of business. After only a few years of 

use this particular die broke. Sun Badge came up with a new a slightly different 

pattern and we have been using that style for the past 40 years. 

So after a gentle polish and clear coat, this forty year old badge is back in 

service, and after briefing the Officer on the particulars of his shield he perhaps 

wears it with a little more pride. 

 



Membership Renewal 

  

Have you renewed your membership in the California Law 

Enforcement Historical Society? If not, please take a moment to 

renew your membership with a payment of $35.00 for one year or 

$350.00 for a life membership!  

You can make your payment on-line with PayPal by using this link: 

www.Paypal.com and using the Society’s email address for payment 

calpolicehistory@aol.com 

If you prefer, you can make your payment by sending a check to: 

California Law Enforcement Historical Society 

P. O. Box 254875 

Sacramento, CA 95865-4875 

Can't remember if you have renewed your membership? Contact Brian 

Smith, at redfive@ix.netcom.com for your membership status. 

 

 

http://www.paypal.com/
mailto:calpolicehistory@aol.com
mailto:redfive@ix.netcom.com


 

Collectors Show, Annual Meeting and Reception 

 

  

The 11
th

 Annual California Law Enforcement Historical Society (CLEHS) Police 

Memorabilia Collector’s Show will be held at the San Luis Obispo Veterans 

Memorial Hall on Saturday, July 12, 2014, from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. The Veteran’s 

Hall is located at 801 Grand Avenue, San Luis Obispo, CA. 

The show is a fund raiser for the California Law Enforcement Historical Society 

and is hosted by Gary Hoving. Food will be provided by the San Luis Obispo 

County Sheriff’s Explorers. 

There are 55, seven foot tables available at $35.00 each; Society members pay 

$25.00 each.  Reserve your table early as the show sells out every year! Walk-in 

donations are $5.00 per person and children under 12 are free.  

Awards will be presented for Best Patch Display, Best Badge Display, Best 

Historical, Best Educational, and Best of Show. 

To reserve a table and make payment on-line, go the Society’s web site 

www.calpolicehistory.com 

If you wish to reserve a table and pay by check, please contact: 

Gary Hoving 

President 

California Law Enforcement Historical Society 

P.O. Box 475  

Pismo Beach, CA  93448 

Email: calpolicehistory@aol.com 

  

On Friday, July 11, 2014, the California Law Enforcement Historical Society will 

hold its annual corporate meeting at the Central Coast Veterans Memorial 

Museum, downstairs in the Veterans Hall, from 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm. The Museum 

is located at 801 Grand Avenue, San Luis Obispo, CA. All CLEHS members are 

invited to attend.  Immediately following the meeting, there will be a pre-show 

reception from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm in the Memorial Museum. All are welcome! 

 



 

CLEHS Corporate Sponsors 

 

Hoving & Associates, Private Investigations,  

Arroyo Grande 

San Luis Ambulance Service, San Luis Obispo 

The Ed Jones Co., Berkeley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



California Law Enforcement Historical Society 

Established in 2001, the California Law Enforcement Historical Society is a 501 (c) 3, 

non-profit, public benefit, educational corporation with the sole intent of preserving the 

rich history of the peace officers who have served within the State of California. The 

objective is to link those interested in preserving a forum for education, research, and 

the enjoyment of our past. 

Board of Directors 

Gary Hoving – President 

Brian Smith – Secretary/Treasurer 

Don Williams – Director 

Doug Brimmer– Director 

Keith Bushey – Director 

Mike DeVilbiss – Director, Northern 

Bradley Steele – Director, Central 

Russ Snow – Director, Central Coast 

Ray Sherrard – Director, Southern California  

Police Historian 

Bradley Steele, Editor, Email: spdhistory@aol.com 

Contact 

Gary Hoving, President 

California Law Enforcement Historical Society 

P. O. Box 475 

Pismo Beach, CA 93448 

Phone (805) 929-3106  

Email: Calpolicehistory@aol.com 

Web: www.Calpolicehistory.com 

Original Material Copyright 2013 California Law Enforcement Historical Society 

http://www.calpolicehistory.com/

